J/l  /jlSjD 


INTERNATIONAL 


i How  the 


OnLine 


art-* 

* i jt.?j , 


^1%'- 


/?. 


• ‘ ’a 

_ 


radio, 
ith  pictures 


$32  pages  12-13 

Anti-devolution  MPs  will  be  punished  after  polls  □ Dismay  over  ‘suppression  of  open  debate 

Labour 


rebels 


t!fc 


the  axe 


Lawrence  Donegan 
and  Mldiael  White 


only  two 
^^^^^■Labour  MPs  to 
■1  mount  vocal  op- 
position  to  Tony 
H Blair’s  devolution 
blueprint  for 
Scotland  and  Wales  lace  the 
certain  prospect  of  censure  — 
and  eventual  deselection  — 
once  the  campaigns  for  as- 
semblies In  Edinburgh'  and 
Cardiff  are  over. 

The  veteran  backbencher. 
Tam  Dalyell,  is  engulfed  in 
renewed  controversy  in  his 
Linlithgow  constituency  over 
his  anti-devolution:  views 
after  local  activists  accused 
him  of  breaking  a deal  by 
agreeing  to  a TV  debate 
alongside  Conservatives 
against  the  Scottish  Secre- 
tary, Donald  Dewar. 

Llew  Smith,  MP  for 
Blaenau  Gwent,  yesterday 
provoked  the  wrath  of  senior 
figures  in  the  Welsh  Labour 
hierarchy,  for  denouncing 
Welsh  Secretary  Rem  Davies's 
new  mini-version  of  his  devo- 
lution white  paper  as  “a  scan- 
dalous waste  of  taxpayers’ 
money  [which]  treats  fairness 
and  free  speech  with 
contempt” 

Some  MPs  and  activists  will 


be  dismayed  at  “the  supres- 
sion  of  open  debate.”  Last 
week’s  disciplinary  letter  sent 
by  the  government  chief 
whip,  Nick  Brown,  to  every 
MP  highlighted  rule  2A(8)  of 
the  party  rule  book,  which 
state  that  “no  member  of  the 
party  shall  engage  in  a sus- 
tained course  of  conduct  prej- 
udicial, or  in  any  any  grossly 
detrimental,  to  the  party.” 
Though  Mr  Dalyell  and  Mr 
Smith  have  been  careful  to 
avoid  joining  tire  Tory-domi- 
nated No  campaigns,  they 
stand  accused  of  sustained  op- 
position to Labours devolu- 
tion- project  They  AXtaldlose 
the  whip  or  be  suspended  and 
their  local  parties  could  ex- 
pect pressure  to  pick  another 
candidate  before  the  likely 
2001  general  election. 

- Officially  Labour  in  Soot 
| land  is  ."relaxed”  about  Mr 
DalyeU's  campaign.  But  con- 
stituency sources  said  last 
night  be  had  broken  a pre- 
election agreement  not  to 
campaign  against  devolution 
and  hinted  he  would  be  sev- 
erely censured  when  it  meets 
after  next  month’s 
referendum.  . . 

The  Old  Etonian  MP.  who 
will  be  70  at  the  end  of  the 
current  parliamentary  term, 
would  face  "a  real  battle”  if 
he  sought  reselection  as  a 
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Labour  candidate,  tt  was 
claimed.  Mr  Smith,  aged  52, 
has  been  an  MP  since  3992 
ami  lades  Mr  DalyeU's  senior- 
ity or  admired  status  as  a 
Westminster  maverick.  But 
allies  of  Ron  Davies,  with 
whom  the  MP  dashed  last 
month,  say  that  predicted 
anti-devolution  MPs  in  Wales 
have  taken  the  hint 
"There’s  not  been  a peep,” 
said  one,  citing  three  MPs, 
Alan  Williams,  Allan  Rogers 
and  Sir  Ray  Powell,  as  keep- 
ing their  heads  down  alter  Mr 
Davies  managed  to  unite  his 
Welsh  party  behind  the  policy 
against  deeper  opposition 
than  Mr  Dewar  faced  in  Scot- 


I land.  A “Yes”  vote  in  Wales 
i an  September  18  is  much  less 
likely  than  in  Scotland  a week 
earlier — with  turnout  a criti- 
cal factor  jn  both  polls. 

Mr  Dalyell  was  unrepen- 
tant last  night  over  his  partic- 
ipation in  a TV  debate  along- 
side the  Tory’s  constitutional 
spokesman.  Michael  Ancram, 
against  Mr  Dewar  and  the 
SNP  leader,  Alex  Salmond, 
just  three  days  before  the 
September  11  poll 

“1  lost  all  inhibitions  about 
taking  part  in  the  debate 
when  Donald  Dewar  made  it 
dear  he  was  prepared  to  take 
sides  with  the  leader  of  the 
SNP.  If  he  can  sit  down  with 


nationalists  then  I believe 
that  everyone  should  be  able 
to  - put  their  own  views 
forward. 

“Like  Mr  Salmond,  I be- 
lieve that  there  is  no  way  the 
devolution  proposals  can 
remain  stahle  because  it  will 
lead  to  a situation  where  all  of 
Scotland's  problems  win  be 
attributed  to  the  parsimony  of 
the  English  treasury." 

Mr  Dalyell  played  a promi- 
nent part  in  "No”  campaign 
alongside  Neil  Kinnock  dur- 
ing the  1979  referendum. 

Mr  Dalyell  denied  that  he 
had  reneged  on  a deal  with 
his  constituency  party  not  to 
campaign  overtly  against  the  i 


r ‘ ' , ’Vf 


sides  with  the  leader  of  the  SNP*  photograph:  chris  clark 


devolution  proposals.  *T 
agreed  that  I would  not  set  up 
a ‘No’  campaign  tills  time 
round  and  I have  stuck  to.that 
agreement.  No  one  adn^  me 
not  to  speak  my  mind,”  he 
said. 

But  Jim  Swan,  secretary  of 
the  Linlithgow  Labour  Party, 
described  his  MP  as  “loose 
cannon”  and  said  many  activ- 
ists were  hurt  by  his  actions. 

Mr  Swan  refused  to  be 
drawn  on  the  MP^  future  but 
said  he  was  determined  "not 
to  make  him  a martyr.*’ 

Donald  Dewar— Why  I bust 
ttw  paopte;  Commantary, 


The  chief  whip’s  letter  sent  to  all  Labour  MPs 
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Mis  was  further  embar- 
rassed earlier  this,  week 
when,  in  an  interview  with 
the  Guardian,  Peter  Man  del- 
son,  Minister,  without  Port- 
folio, denounced  as  a "pure 
smear*’  MIS’s  that  he 

had  once  beep  a member  p£ 
the  Communist  Party. 

In  a separate  development, 
Scotland  Yawl  -announced 
that  fecial  Brandi  win  con- 
duct an  inquiry  -into  a poss- 
flde  breach  tjfr  the  Official 
.Secrete  Act  The  Government 
distanced  ItselT  froin  the 
move;  making  it  plain  the  faii- 
tiatlvacamftfrrimlrfTS 

Is  hot  clear  whether  any 

actian-wlIL^be  .taken  to.  pre- 


vent the  Mail  on  Sunday  from 
| publishing  farther  revela- 
tions by  David  Shayler,  the 
former  M35  agent  as  it  prem- 
ises to  do  next  weekend. 

Jonathan  Holborow,  editor  of 
the  Mail  on  Sunday,  in  a 
Statementlast  night  “I  am  sur- 
prised that  the  Trilght  of  the  Es- 
tablishment is  now  obviously 
focused  an  trying  to  sflence 
David  Shayler  in  this  new 
period  cf ‘open  government’.” 

Mr  Shayler  is  believed  to  be 
abroad,  out  of  British  juris- 
diction. though  he  says  he  is 
prepared  to  return  to  justify 
his  actions  before  the  parlia- 
mentary intelligence  and 
security  committee. 


Alan  Beith.  the  Liberal 
Democrat  deputy  leader  and  a 
member  of  the  committee, 
said  last  night  that  his  party 
had  for  years  criticised  the 
lack  of  scrutiny  of  M15  and 
the  “excessively  wide  inter- 
pretation of  their  powers 
which  led  to  indiscriminate 
collection  of  political 
Information”. 

Under  the  Official  Secrets 
Act,  it  is  a criminal  offence 
for  a serving  or  former  mem- 
ber of  the  security  and  intelli- 
gence services  to  disclose 
anything  about  their  work 
without  authority.  It  is  also 
an  offence  for  newspapers  to 
disclose  the  information. 
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THE  civil  police  in  the 
steamy  Brazilian  city 
of  Recife  have  an  excel- 
lent record  in  recovering 
stolen  cars.  Unfortunately, 
they  are  not  quite  so. good 
at  returning  them  to  their 
owners. 

- when  officials  raided  the 
city’s  main  police  station 
responsible  for  dealing 
with  car  theft  yesterday, 
they  found  that  all  40  cars 


Britain 


used  by  officers  were  stolen 
vehicles  which  police  had 
traced  but’  foiled  to  restore 
to  their  rightful  owners. 

Officers  were  not  merely 
Using  the  cars  for  police 
work  but  taking  them  home 
Cor  evenings  and  weekends. 

"It  was  normal  practice 
for  detectives  and  inspec- 
tors to  commandeer  stolen 
cars  and  use  them  as  if  they 
were  their  own.”  admitted 
Pedro  Francisco  da  Silva, 
spokesman  for  the  security 
department  of  Pernambuco 
state,  which  led  the  raids. 


About  100  stolen  cars  in 
all  were  seized  from  joyrid- 
ing gendarmes  across  the 
city,  and  that  number  was 
expected  to  be  swollen  by 
vehicles  impounded  else- 
where in  the  state. 

Recife’s  top  brass  are  now 
reduced  to  hiring  cars  to 
get  about. 

The  crackdown  was  or- 
dered by  the.  state's  new 

secretary  for  public  secu- 
rity, Joao  Arraes,  who  won 
office  on  an  evangelical 
ticket 

“We- are  setting  an  exam- 


ple to  the  police  all  over 
Brazil  and  all  over  the 
world,”  said  Mr  Arraes. 
“We  are  cleaning  ont  our 
bouse  in  public. 

“I  have  no  proof,  but 
there  are  stories  that  this  is 
a course  of  action  used  by 
police  forces  all  over  Brazil 
because  of  a lack  of  money, 
and  a lack  of  vehicle 
provision.” 

The  scandal  will  do  little 
to  enhance  the  reputation 
of  Brazil’s  underpaid 
police,  already  tarnished 
by  last  month’s  bitter 
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though  they  can  argue  that  it 
was  not  damaging. 

However,  any  prosecution 
under  the  act  will  need  the 
consent  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral. John  Morris,  after  con- 
sultation with  other  members 
of  the  Government  The  last 
time  the  act  was  used  in  a 
high-profile  case  was  in  1385, 
when  Clive  Pouting,  a former 
Defence  Ministry  official,  was 
unanimously  acquitted  by  .a 
jury.  ’ 

Shortly  afterwards,  the 
then  Conservative  govern- 
ment took  no  action  against 
turn  to  page  3,  column  7 
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labour  dispute,  described 
by  President  Fernando 
Henrique  Cardoso  as  an 
‘‘uprising”.  Protests  by 
striking  officers  frequently 
ended  in  bloody  gun* 
battles. 

In  Recife  the  governor 
called  In  troop  reinforce- 
ments as  criminals  ran 
amok.  The  Globo  news- 
paper reported  a wave  of 
violence,  with  criminals 
taking  over  the  city,  “rob- 
bing people  and  shops  and 
machine-gunning  auto- 
matic cash  machines”. 
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Import/export  shortfall  and  strong  pound  risk  further  deterioration  □ UKfirms  cut  prices  and  profits  to  preserve  ma 

Britain  iii  the  led  to  tune  of  £1 


share 


Larry  Efltatt 
Economics  Editor 


Fears  that  the 
strength  of  sterling 
is  starting  to  push 
Britain's  trade 
deeper  into  the  red 
were  heightened  yesterday 
when  the  Government 
announced  a widening  of  the 
monthly  deficit  to  almost  £1 
billion  in  June. 

City  analysts  warned  last 
night  that  the  shortfeU  of  £950 
million  heralded  a worsening 
trend  in  the  nation’s  current 
account  as  the  fall  impact  of 
the  sharp  rise  in  the  pound 


comes  through  over  the  com- 
ing months. 

Data  from  the  Office  for 
National  Statistics  indicated 
that  the  strong  performance 
of  Britain's  hard-pressed 
exporters  has.  until  now,  nni- 
lified  the  effects  of  sterling's 
25  per  cent  appreciation 
against  other  currencies. 

UK  firms  have  been  slash- 
ing prices  and  accepting 
lower  profit  margins  to  main- 
tain their  share  of  tough  over- 
seas markets,  according  to 

I the  ONS.  ^ 

However,  strong  consumer 
demand  has  prompted  a surge 
in  imports  — particularly 
cars  and  consumer  goods 


made  cheaper  by  the  rise  in 
the  value  of  the  pound. 

Car  imports,  which  have 
been  sluggish  during  the 
1990s  as  a result  of  the  domes- 
tic capacity  provided  by 
inward  investment,  have 
surged  over  the  past  year, 
with  25  per  cent  more  foreign- 
made  vehicles  arriving  in  the 
UK. 

A German-made  car  priced 
at  DM30,000  would  have  cost 
almost  £15,000  to  import  when 
the  pound  was  below  DM?-20 
at  the  start  of  last  year,  but 
with  sterling  at  around 
DM3.00  would  now  cost  a UK 
dealer  only  £10.000. 

There  are  now  some  signs 


of  import  growth  catching  up 
exports,”  said  James  Barty, 
chief  UK  economist  at  Deut- 
sche Morgan  Grenfell,  adding 
that  he  expected  deterioration 
at  a much  foster  rate  in  the 
second  half  of  the  year. 

A widening  of  the  trade  gap 
is  seen  by  economists  as  one 
of  the  key  indicators  of  infla- 
tionary pressure.  However, 
analysts  stressed  that  the 
problem  was  for  less  acute 
than  In  the  boom  of  the  late 
1980s,  when  the  monthly  defi- 
cit regularly  topped  £2  billion. 

According  to  the  ONS,  the 
value  of  Britain's  exports  to 
the  rest  of  the  world  in  June 
rose  by  1.3  per  cent  to  £14,120 


miiunn,  while  imports  were 
up  by  2.6  per  cent  to  £15,070 
m illion.  The  visible  trade  def- 
icit — the  gap  between  Im- 
ports and  exports  of  goods  — 

widened  from  £733  null  ion  to 
£950  minion  in  June,  and 
from  £2,053  million  to  £2^96 
million  between  the  first  and 
second  quarters  of  the  year. 

Government  hopes  of  avoid- 
ing a problem  with  the  bal- 
ance of  payments  over  the 

wming  months  rest  on  higher 
interest  rates  choking  off  con- 
sumer demand,  a fading  of  the 
impact  of  windfall  gains,  and 
Britain's  traditional  strength 
in  invisible  trade. . 

In  the  first  quarter,  the 


UK's  surplus  in  invisibles  — 
which  includes  banking,  tour- 
ism ■and  insurance  — was 
■ higher  than  the  deficit  in  visi- 
ble trade,  leaving,  a current 
account  surplus  of  £1,500 
million. 

However,  analysts  warned 
yesterday  that  the  invisibles’ 
surplus  was  likely  to  be 
fWrfod  by  the  surge  in  foreign 
holidays  this  summer  trig- 
gered by  the  strong  pound 

niyl  fWiciTmpr  nririftfallfl- 

. The  ONS’s  alternative 
method  of  measuring  trade 
Sows  — which  looks  at  vol- 
umes of  goods  imported  and 
exported  rather  than  their 
values  — provided  a rather 


more  optimistic  “picture  for  | 
ministers.  The’ volume  of1 
exports  rose  by  4 per  cent  in  { 
June  and  by  5 per  cent  in  the 
second  quarter,  while  imports 
rose  by2per  cent  in  June  and 
4 per  cent  in  the  latest,  three 
months. 

Nick  Stamenkovfc.  econo- 
mist  at  DEB  International. 
fluid  exporters  had  cushioned 
the  currency  lflow  on  their 
volumes  by  cutting  margins. 
Export  prices  ML  25  per  cent 
in  the  second  quarter,  leaving 
both  them  and  import  prices 
at  their  lowest  levels  since 
December  1994. 
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Right  here, 
right  now: 
it’s  Guns 
N’  Roasis 


Alex  Bellos 


1MJFHEN  Oasis’s  last  album 
If  came  out  the  most  sneer- 
ing voices  dubbed  them  Qoo- 
asis,  alluding  to  the  predict- 
able guitar-based  songs  of 
Status  Quo.  Now  the  latest 
album  has  earned  them 
another  tag:  Guns  N1  Roasis. 

Be  Here  Now,  at  number 
one  in  the  album  chart, 
been  panned  by  one  of  the 
United  States'  most  influen- 
tial music  critics.  Writing  in 
the  New  York  Daily  News, 
Jim  Farber  dismisses  Brit- 
ain's fovourite  band  as  just 
like  the  bloated  US  stadium 
rockers.  Guns  N’  Roses. 

He  says  Oasis  have  imitated 
every  act  they  admired  and 
made  each  song  for  too  long. 
“Every  song  seems  to  stitch 
together  hundreds  of  tracks 
as  if  parodying  the  Beaties’ 
dense  odes  on  Magical  Mys- 
tery Tour.  It’s  all  meant  to 
connote  automatic  greatness 
that  only  the  best  melodies 
conld  deserve  that  much 
sweat  All  of  which  leaves 
Oasis  in  roughly  the  same 
position  that  Guns  N1  Roses 
occupied  when  they  released 
their  bloated  Use  Your  Illu- 
sions in  the  early  ’90s.” 

He  adds:  "Like  them.  Oasis 

hflfi  the  scrappy  rhararipr  anrt 

the  vaunted  myth  of  a great 
band.  But  at  least  here  they 
lack  the  emotional  heft  and 
melodic  girth  to  back  it  up.” 

As  for  Liam  Gallagher  — 
the  band's  eyebrowed  equiva- 
lent of  Axl  Rose.  Guns  N* 
Roses'  lead  singer  — Famer 
says  he  cannot  “find  any 
character  for  his  voice 
beyond  smug  irony". 

The  review  does  not  bode 
well  for  Oasis’s  attempt  to 
crack  the  US  market, 
although  they  can  be  com- 
forted by  the  feet  that  the 
Quoasis  critics  were  left  with 
egg  on  their  faces  when 
(What’s  The  Story)  Morning 
Glory?  became  a bestseller. 

The  band  is  also  unlikely  to 
gently  weep  at  comments 
made  by  former  Beatle 
George  Harrison,  who  yester- 
day repeated  dismissive  com- 
ments about  the  Gallaghers. 

"It’s  all  right  if  you  are  14 
years  did.  I prefer  listening  to 
Dylan,”  he  told  the  French, 
paper  Le  Figaro.  It  is  the 
second  time  Harrison  has 
criticised  the  group  who  were 
inspired  by  the  Fab  Four.  He 
recently  said  Oasis  could  do 
without  "the  silly  one”  Liam. 


Tory  MPs  launch 
attack  on  Diana 


Princess’s  diplomatic  denial  of 
jibe  at  Major’s  ’hopeless’  policy 
cuts  no  ice  with  Conservatives 


Annick  Cojean,  the  Le  Monde  journalist  who  stands  by  her  interview  with  Diana  despite  a Kensington  Palace  denial 


French  Greens’  immigration  fury 


Alex  Duval  Smith  in  Paris 
and  Owen  Bowcott 

Desperate  to  extri- 
cate herself  from  an 
intensifying  political 

row,  Diana,  Princess 
of  Wales,  yesterday  insisted  . 
she  had  never  described  the  j 
former  Conservative  govern- 
ment’s policy  on  landmine 
control  as  “really  hopeless”.  1 
But  the  French  newspaper 
Le  Monde  — often  anti-Brit- 
ish In  wntimPiTfr  _ promi- 
nently reprinted  the  critical 
comments  attributed  to  her  in . 
an  Interview  earlier  this 
myjf.  and  dismissed  the  state, 
meat  from  Kensington  Palace 
as  a “diplomatic  denial”. 

Her  selective  objection  to 
one  part  of  the  interview 
came  too  late  to  stem  the  flood 
of  attacks  from  Tory  politi- 
cians who  warned  that  Diana 
risked  compromising  the 
royal  family’s  duty  to  remain 
above  party  politics. 

The  princess  made  no  such 
criticism,”  the  Kensington 
Palace  statement  said.  “Her 
stance  on  the  question  of  land- 
mines has  been  apolitical 
throughout  Her  concerns  are 
exclusively  humanitarian-- 
But  David  Wilshire,  Con- 
servative MP  for  Spdthome, 
told  BBC  Radio:  “It’s  seri- 
ously dangerous  to  drag  the 
Rqyal  Family  into  party  poli- 
tics. I don’t  think  we  ought  to 
allow  one  young-tneoming-up 
middle-aged  woman  to  alter 
the  entire  British  constitu- 
tion single-handed. 

TF  you’re  going  to  have  all 
the  trappings  of  royalty 
around  you  — even  if  on  a 
pedantic  point  you're  not 
technically  a member  of  the 
Royal  Family — then  you  sim- 


Le  Monde’s  Interview  with 
Diana,  Princess  of  Wales 

ply  have  to  behave  as  though 
you  are.” 

In  Paris,-  staff  at  Le  Monde 
reacted  with  astonishment  and 
glee  to  the  stir  the  article  had 
caused.  The  newspaper  had 
“Bin  confidence”  ■ in  Annick 
Cojean.  the  reporter  who  car- 
ried out  the  interview. 

The  paper's  executive  edi- 
tor, Edwy.PleneL,  said:  “We 
stand  by  all  the  report  of  the 
interview.  The  journalist 
Annick  Cojean  has  been  a 
staff  reporter  here  for  15 
years.  She  is  very  profes- 
sional and  shfl  speaks  fluent 
English. 

Tt  is  not  a concoction. 
Annick  Cojean  met  Princess 
Diana.  It  was  a long  inter- 
view, not  gossip.  Princess 
Diana  has  denied  only  nmg 
sentence  of  the  interview.  E 
think  it  is  a diplomatic 
denlaL” 

Ms  Colean  herself  was  ada- 
mant the  princess  la- 
belled the  former  government 


“hopeless”.  Speaking  from 
Washington  DC,  where  she 
was  on  an  assignment,  she 
insisted:  Tt  was  her  word.” 

In  the  printed  interview, 
Princess  Diana  broke  long- 
established  royal  protocol, 
praising  Labour  and  criticis- 
ing John  Major’s  government* 
Under  the  headline  “The 
princess  with  the  big  heart”, 
she  lauded  the  present  gov- 
ernment’s approach  to  anti- 
personnel mines.  “Its  stance 
an  the  subject  has  always 
been  dear.  It  will  dp  a splen- 
did job. 

Tts  predecessor  was  quite 
hopeless  [tenement  desesp&r- 
anij.  I hope  we  will  succeed  in 
convincing  (he  United  States 
to  sign  the  charter  [harming 
landmines]  in  Ottawa  in 
September.” 

. A throwaway  word,  per- 
haps, but  “hopeless"  accord- 
ing to  Collins  dictionary,  is 
also  capable  of  meaning  “un- 
able to  learn”  and  “without 
skill  or  ability”.  The  insult 
was  certainly  taimn  to  heart 
by  Tory  politicians. 

A Conservative  MP,  Sir  Pat- 
rick Connack,  rounded  an  the 
princess,  accusing  her  of 
being  “an  inexperienced 
young  woman”  mairing  “par- 
tisan, political"  comments  to 
the  French  newspaper.  “1 
think  aim  was  extremely  un- 
wise in  what  she  did.  No  pun 
intended,  but  she  has  entered 
a political  minefield  herself” 

The  Foreign  Secretary. 
Robin  Cook,  in  Kuala  Lumpur 
at  foe  start  of  a tour  of  south- 
east Asia,  said  he  had  “never 
criticised  anyone  for  being 
frank  about  the  previous 
government”. 

. The  veteran  journalist, 
Lord  Deedes,  who  accompa- 
nied Princess  Diana  on  visits 
to  Angola  and  Bosnia,  de- 
fended her  remarks.  “If 
people  feel  very  emotionally 
moved  they  are  apt  to  stray 
over  the  line,  even  if  they  are 
a member  of  the  Royal  Fam- 
| fly,"  he  said. 


George  Harrison:  ex-Beatle 
prefers  Bob  Dylan  to  Oasis 


Paul  Webster  In  Paris 

THE  Greens,  part  of  Lio- 
nel Jospin's  leftwing  co- 
alition in  France,  have 
threatened  to  lead  street  pro- 
tests after  a government  an- 
nouncement on  immigration 
reforms  that  has  bear  criti- 
cised by  the  Socialist  Party's 
left  wing,  the  Communists 
and  the  Radical  Socialists. 

Human  rights  organisa- 
tions accused  the  prime  min- 
ister of  going  back  on  elec- 
toral promises  to  abrogate  all 
Gaullist  immigration  laws. 

But  Mr  Jospin  described 
the  proposed  measures  as 
realistic,  saying  they  were  in- 
tended to  respect  foe  rights  of 
resident  settlers  while  rigor- 
ously maintaining  the  ba"  on 
primary  immigration  in  force 
since  1974. 

The  Greens'  attack  will  put 
pressure  on  their  leader,  foe 
environment  minister  Domi- 


nique Voynet,  to  leave  foe 
government  During  the  May 
general  election  campaign, 
she  called  for  abrogation  of 
the  Pasqua-Debrb  laws, 
named  after  two  Gaullist  inte- 
rior ministers,  which 
removed  many  traditional 
settlement  rights. 

Yesterday  Jean-Louls 
Debre  congratulated  the  gov- 
ernment for  going  back  on  its 
commitment 

.The  laws  have  strong  sym- 
bolic value  for  foe  “moral 
left”,  which  distinguishes  it- 
self from  Mr  Jospin's  “realis- 
tic left”.  The  Greens  said  they 
had  to  be  rescinded  or  there 
would  be  a “serious  crisis”  in 
the  coalition. 

TJven  more  than  foe  com- 
mitment of  the  Greens, 
Socialists  and  Communists  to 
abrogating  the  measures, 
i there  is  a duty  to  humanity 
and  justice  and  a need  to  heal 
I wounds  in  a society  tom 
I apart,"  the  Greens  said 


Several  leaders  of  the 
Socialist  left  have  added  their 
support  But  one  of  the  stron- 
gest attacks  came  from  the 
movement  against  racism 
MRAP,  which  said  the 
reforms  would  perpetuate  a 
climate  of  suspicion.  Other 
bodies  described  the  mea- 
sures as  rightwing  and 
warned  that  an  “intolerable 
threshold”  had  been  crossed. 

A bill  has  yet  to  be  drawn 
up  for  an  autumn  parliamen- 
tary debate,  but  the  row  was 
sparked  by  the  deliberate 
leaking  of  a detailed  prelimi- 
nary text  approved  by  foe  in- 
terior minister,  Jean-Pierre 
Chevenement,  who  leads  his  j 
own  Citizens’  Movement 

Mr  Chev&nement  per- 
suaded Mr  Jospin  that  drop- 
ping the  Fasqua-Debre  laws 
would  open  frontiers  to  mass 
immigration.  Instead,  on  the 
advice  of  a specially  ap- 1 
pointed  commission,  he  has 
proposed  making  life  easier 


for  settlers  already  in  France 
or  waiting  to  join  families, 
while  keeping  strict  barriers 
against  most  newcomers. 

Political  asylum  will  be 
made  easier  and  residency 
will  be  granted  to  long-term 
settlers,  particularly  if  they 
need  medical  treatment,  are 
retired  or  have  skills  to  offer. 
An  automatic  right  to  French 
citizenship  for  anyone  born 
in  France  will  be  reinstated. 

One  of  foe  first  moves  by 
foe  Jospin  government  was  to 
offer  identity  and  residence 
papers  to  settlers  who 
claimed  they  faced  official  ob- 
struction. More  than  50,000 
people  have  applied,  among 
them  the  leader  of  the  sans 
papiers  movement,  Ababa  car 
DIop,  who  has  been  give  a 
year’s  residency  to  seek  work. 

Meanwhile,  about  40  Illegal 
immigrants  held  for  deporta- 
tion at  Charles  de  Gaulle  air- 
port in  Paris  have  begun  a 
hunger  strike. 


Life,  love  and  sundry  other  four-letter  words 


Review 


Derek  Malcolm 


Deconstructing  Hany 

Venice  Rim  Festival 


THE  54th  Venice  festival 
kicked  off  with  a new 
work  by  an  old  master. 

At  least  some  would  call 
Woody  Allen  that—  rather 
more,  as  he  keeps  on  saying,  in 
Europe  than  In  America. 

He  was  not  in  town  for  foe 
premiere  ofhis  latest  comedy , 
Deconstructing  Hany,  be- 
cause he  hates  foe  fa&s  of  festi- 
vals. But  It  almost  seemed  as  if 
he  were  there,  since  he  plays 
the  deconstructed  Hairy — a 
writer  from  New  York  City, 


whose  life  is  a mess  largely 

because  ofthe  way  he  has 
treated  the  women  in  it  The 
film  keeps  one  wondering  how 
i much  is  real  and  how  much 
imagined . 

It  is  probably  one  third 
pretty  near  the  truth  and  two 
thirds  fiction,  and  it  goes  ex- 
traordinarily well  with  Bar- 
bara Kopple’s  Wild  Man 
Blues,  a full-length  documen- 
tary about  Allen.  This  is  about 
Allen’s  jazz  tour  ofEurope,  but 
also  peeks,  sometimes  with 
Immoderate  frankness,  at  the 
man  behind  the  obsessive 
New  Orleans  clarinettist,  who 
says  at  one  point  that  wher- 
ever he  Is,  he  really  wants  to 

be  somewhere  else. 

It  is  a comment  that  could 
equally  have  been  made  by  the 
fictional  Harry — a man  with 
an  ex-wife,  a mistress,  a stu- 


dent who  is  in  love  with  him,  a 
Psychiatrist  who  goes  to  bed 
with  him,  and  a black  hooker 
who  satisfies  him  in  between. 

Harry,  though.  Is  not  the 
todiy  man  he  might  suppose, 
yb^dheis  honoured  as  a 
writer  by  his  old  university, 
he  can  only  get  the  hooker  to 
accompany  him. 

The  story  is  told  half  as  fian- 
tasy,  half  as  reality.  As  a 
writer,  he  imagines  certain 
circumstances  which  are 

played  out  before  us.  and  they 

contrast  with  what  is  really 
happening  In  his  chaotic  life. 
Clearly  this  is  meant  to  illus- 
trate some  serious  points 
about  foe  whole  damned  busi- 
ness  of  life  and  love. 

It  may,  however,  also  of- 
fend There  has  never  been  a 

Woody  Allen  film  filled  with 
more  lewd  jokes,  four-letter 


words  and  nude  female 
bodies.  Nor  has  there  been  one 
less  politically  correct 
The  Jewish  Harry  rails 
against  Orthodox  Jewry  and 
their  capacity  to  divide  hn- 
, inanity  into  those  who  are 
! Jewish  and  those  who  are  not 
As  a writer  be  Is  endlessly  sur- 
prised when  his  various 
women,  bitterly  complain  that 
1 his  latest  successful  novel  in- 
cludes diatribes  against  thpm 
The  all-star  cast  which  in- 
cludes Demi  Moore.  Elisabeth 
Shue.  Judy  Davis,  Martel 
Hemingway,  Kirstie  Alley  and 
Hazelle  Goodman,  go  to  it  with 
a wm,  and  seem  grateful  to  be 
playing  a comedy  thatis  more 
sophisticated  than  most 
That  said.  Deconstructing 
Harry  has  its  dun  patches, 
chiefly  whan  a certain  unfa- 
miliar vulgarity  takes  over — 


and  you  begin  to  fed  that  he 
lent  actually  worth  foe  dose 
Inspection  he  gives  himself. 

You  get  a little  of  the  same 
feeling  from  Wild  Man  Blues, 
as  the  real  Woody  progresses 
with  his  band  across  Europe, 
starting  affenfousiasdcally 
and  gradually  getting  tired  of 
the  adoring  crowds  and  the 
Italian  matrons  who  would 
dearly  give  anything  to  be- 
come one  of  his  sexual  play- 
things. But  alas  for 
them,  he  Is  accompanied 
throughout  by  the  girl  he  in- 
troduces as  “the  notorious 
■ Soon  Yi  Previn”. 

Like  the  fictional  Harry, 
Alltel  seems  a slightly  sad  fig- 
ure, never  quite  happy 
enough  to  enjoy  his  success 

nor  wholly  able  to  relate  to 
those  around  him  except  at  a 
polite  distance. 
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Top  shelf  but  not  top  drawer 


The  ‘high  nipple  count’  that  is 
the  stock  in  trade  of  laddish 
periodicals  is  giving  some 
advertisers  pause  for  thought 


Vfvafc  Chawfinvy 


claim  to  have 
discovered  the  for- 
mula to  attract  nine- 
ties lads  — sex,  foot- 
ball, glamour  and 
gossip  — and  it  has  seen  their 
circulations  zoom  upwards 
along  with  their  promotion  to 
the  top  shelf  of  many 
newsagents: 

. But  as  men's  magazines 


such  as  FHM  and  Loaded  wit- 
ness record  sales,  thanks  to 
what  is  crudely  referred  to  as 
the  "nipple  count”  by  some  in 
the  industry,  upmarket  ad- 
vertisers are  threatening  to 
withdraw  their  accounts, 
claiming  they  are  concerned 
that  the  magazines*  explicit 
sexual  content  could  give 
their  products  a bad  Image. 

Chanel,  which  spends 
around  £900,000  a year  adver- 
tising in  men's  magazines, 
has  already  said  that  it  plans 
to  withdraw  advertising  from 
FHM,  which  this  month  an- 
nounced a circulation  of 
504.859  — a spectacular  178 
per  cent  increase  on  last  year. 

Calvin'  Klein  is  also 
reported  to  be  concerned  at 
the  soft  pornographic  element 
of  FHM  and  Loaded  and  is  be- 
lieved to  be  reconsidering  its' 
advertising  contracts  with 

both  magazines,  whirh  pride : 
themselves  on  appealing  to 
nineties  man  with,  photo^ 
graphs  and  interviews  off  sexy' 
women.  ‘ 

Stephen  Gilbert,  marketing 
director  of  Chanel,  which  air 
ready  has  a policy  not  to  ad- 


vertise lit  Loaded,  said: 
“These  titles1  are  driven  by 
-sex  and  the  lowest  common 


denominator-  We  arp  judged 
by  the  company  we  keep  and 
we  will  be  looking  for  alteraa 
tive  ways  of  reaching  our  tar- 
get audience  without  risking 
our  image.” 

Jenny  Parka:,  account  di- 
rector for  Calvin  Klein,  was 
reported  as  saying:  "Calvin 
Klein  wouldn’t  want  to  be 
seen  next  to -a  page  cf  tits.  We 
make  sure  we  ask  for  sites 
around  fairly  decent : edito- 
rial, but  if  it  gets  much  worse 
we  might  reconsider  oar 
position." 

News  or  Chanel’s  decision 
to  withdraw  its  account  from 
FHM  appeared  to  have  caused 
little  concern  at  the  magazine 
yesterday.  The  potentuaal  loss 
of  the  account  is  probably 
compensated  for  by  the  fact 
that  FHM  is  averaging  1.5 
Tniiiirtn  readers  each  month 
and  is  an  tha  verge  of  becom- 
ing thp  most  successful  men’s 
magazine  in  the  history  of 


publishing. 

With  87  per  cent  of  its  read- 
ers aged  15  tio  84.  -and  68  per 
cent  of  them  ABCls,  Steve 
Newbould,  the  magazine’s 
commercial  director,  claimed 
it  had  the  Ideal  audience  for 
upmarket  advertisers:  men 
with  money  who  like  reading 
about  glamorous  women  and 
a few.  serious  men’s  Issues 

now,  and  again.  . 

h.-’.He  - Sald:  L "Mr  Chanel  is 
Twtfiptng-M  big  mistake.  We  are 
not  all  tfts  and  arse  and  our 
success  4s  not  just  down  to  the 
nipple  count 
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The  new  fragrance  for  people.  Calvin  Klein. 


Chanel  & to  poll  out  of  advertising  in  FHM  and  Calvin  Klein  is  concerned  at  the  soft  pom  content  in  both  leading  titles 


"Being  sexy  is  part  of  the 
promise  of  FHM.  Our 
research  has  shown  that  men 
want  a magazine  that’s  sexy 
ami  oar  . readers  are  inter- 
ested In  sex  and  in  photo- 
graphs and  interviews  with 
beautiful  women.  We  also 
focus  on  serious  Issues  which 
affect  men,  and  we  believe 
that  we  have  the  right  bal- 
ance which,  appeals  16  male 


readers.”  Loaded,  which  has 
been  derided  since  its  launch 
three  years  ago  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  portrays 
women,  can  boast  an  equally 
attractive  and  wealthy  read- 
ership to  upmarket 
advertisers. 

The  magazine,  which  last 
month  registered  a circula- 
tion of  380,420,  an  increase  c£ 
nearly  60  per  cent  compared 


with  last  year,  claims  that  al- 
most 70  per  ceit  of  its  L3  mil- 
lion readers  are  ABCls. 

For  Industry  observers,  the 
success  or  nineties  men’s 
magazines  looks  set  to  con- 
tinue despite  high  profile  ad- 
vertisers threatening  to  with- 
draw their  accounts. 

Anne-Marie  Crawford  of 
Marketing,  who  has  analysed 
the  emergence  of  soft  pom  in 


men’s  magazines,  said:  “The 
number  of  naked  women  has 
obviously  had  some  impact 
on  the  success  of  these 

magay.rne^ 


“As  top  shelf  pornography 
magazines  became  outdated 
and  associated  with  men  in 
dirty  raincoats,  these  men’s 
magazines  have  taken  sc* 
pom  into  the  mainstream  and 
made  it  more  acceptable." 


Fears  over 
records 
of  cancer 
patients 


Michael  White 


Lads  magazines  such  as  Loaded  and  ruM  are  piling  on  sales,  but  some  advertisers  sav  they  are  worried  that  their  product  may  tanriKhp-ri  by  with  the  pmrteTitg 

Backlash  against  lads’  mags 


ILUONS  of  NHS 
computerised  med- 
ical records  of 
breast  and  cervical 
cancer  tests  are  in  danger  of 
being  lost  in  a transfer  to  new 
databases,  it  emerged  last 
night. 

Records  of  the  tests  are  in 
limbo  because  health  plan- 
ners underestimated  the  the 
problems  of  merging  family 
health  authorities  into  105 
larger  all-purpose  authorities 
last  year.  Existing  computer 
systems  had  become  too  old 
and  inflexible  to  permit  easy 
transfer  of  records. 

To  the  dismay  of  some 
health  managers,  the  health 
service's  new  information 
technology  chief,  Frank 
Burns,  has  written  to  chief  ex- 
ecutives of  health  authorities 
and  hospital  trusts  with 
orders  “not  to  transfer  any 
patient  records  between 
neighbouring  authorities” 
until  an  agreed  national  ap- 
proach has  been  finalised. 

Some  of  the  new  authorities 
cannot  access  the  cancer 
screening  records  of  more 
than  3 million  women  which 
used  to  be  held  by  the  now- 
defunct  Family  Health  Ser- 
vice Authorities  (FHSAs). 
today’s  Computer  Weekly 
reports. 

Other  authorities  have  no 
statutory  responsibility  for 
women  whose  records  they 
hold. 

The  computer  problems  af- 
fect other  aspects  of  medical 
care,  but  the  issue  of  cancer 
screening  and  prompt  reme- 
dial action  has  been  high- 
lighted by  a Government  com- 


mitment to  Improve  the 
service. 

Health  Secretary  Frank 
Dobson  has  been  dismayed  to 
find  bow  often  NHS  software 
systems  are  unable  to  provide 
information  which  they  need 
from  around  the  country.  Mr 
Burns’s  appointment,  as  an  IT 
pioneer  from  the  Wirral  NHS 
Trust,  was  pan  of  a shake-up. 

Last  night  the  Department 
of  Health  said:  “We  have 
taken  measures  to  ensure 
that  we  do  not  lose  patients’ 
records  when  we  transfer 
them  . . . there  is  no  evidence 
of  people  slipping  through  the 
net." 

On  DoH  estimates,  some  3 
million  records  have  been 
transferred  to  a new  cen- 
trally-organised database, 
while  the  7 million  remaining 
on  the  old  computer  systems 
have  been  adjusted  so  they 
can  still  be  used. 

The  Data  Protection  Reg- 
strar  has  approved  the  DoH 
plans,  though  officials  admit 
that  the  transfer  has  to  be  100 
per  cent  right,  or  records  can 
be  lost. 

Some  NHS  managers  are 
believed  to  be  concerned 
about  the  legal  and  manage- 
rial implications  of  the  re- 
cords “in  limbo"  and  about 
the  cost  of  making  the  adjust- 
ments needed  — estimated  at 
up  to  £30  million,  10  times 
provisional  estimates. 

NHS  computer  managers 
are  already  grappling  with 
the  implications  of  the  “Mil- 
lenium Bomb"  due  to  deto- 
nate on  January  1, 2000. 

The  cost  of  adjusting  com- 
puter software  docks  to  cope 
with  the  change  to  a year  end- 
ing oo  is  estimated  at  £250 
million. 


Couple  killed 
after  being  hit 
by  Ferrari 


David  Ward 


Agency  plans  specialist  division 
for  marketing  to  youngsters 


Lisa  Buckingham 


i hip  sell  to  the  little 
-son-  in  the  super- 
set trolley  is  about 
jify  . following  the  dis- 
yesterday  that  Saat- 
iatchi. plans  to  open  a 
vision  in  London 
' in  marketing  to 


ist  two  months  after  the 
mi  in  the  McDonald’s 
:Lfbel  trial”  criticised 
ipapies  which  targeted 
eptibfe  youngsters,  the 
rrtising  agency  has  said  it 
ods  to  replicate  one  of  its 
9 York  operations  to 
tter  “hideously  bad  com- 
chds  for  kids.”  . 
lajchj,  & Saatchi,  dearly 
^tfcart-th*- plans  for  Mf 
division  had  emerged 
id  of  schedule,  would  only 
that  it 'planned  to  handle 
promotion  of  children's 
lucts  mote  effectively.  It 
Id.  according  to  a spokea- 
t,  operate  within  the  strict 
felines  laid  down  by  ad- 
ising  codes  of  conduct : 
ie  move,  will  exacerbate. 


divisions’  between-  leading 
lights  in  the  London  advertis- 


ing world,  with  companies 
such  as  Abbott  Mead  Vickers 
refusing  to  handle  any  child- 
orientated  promotions 
whereas  J.  Walter  Thompson, 
a subsidiary  of  giant  WPP,  al- 
ready has  . a tmft  wbleh  fo- 
cuses. on  children.  * 

A spokesman  for  the  Chil- 
dren’s Society,  a charity 
working  with  poor  and  dys- 
functional families,  said:  “It 
would  be  a real  concern  If  this 
increased  the  problems  for 
the  poorest  parts  of  society  by 
exciting  their  aspirational 
hopes  which  then  , cannot  he. 
satisfied-”.  - ' 

Poverty,  be  said,  was  being 
redefined  in  terms  of  the  gap 
between  the  haves,  and  the 
have  note,  rather  than-  in 
tenns  of  absolute  wealth-  . 

- visual  enticement  through 
advertisements  would  not 

help:  ' 

_ - Britain  has  more;  advertis- 
ing per  hour.-  during  chfl.- 
'dreirs  t&evislbn  than  any 
other  major  European 
country.  Sweden  severely 
limit*  any  advertising  which 


could  be  seal  to  appeal  to  kids 
while  Norway  imposes  a total 
bam.  Only  Australia  and  the 
Ohlted  States 'screen  more  ad- 
verts to-'  youngsters  -than 
Britain.:. 

But  research  to  be  pub- 
lished this  autumn  by  the 
Children's  Research  Unit  in- 
dicates that  middle  class 
angst  about  TV  and  magazine 
ads  may  be  overdone.  .. 

*.•  Glen'  Smith,  chairman  of 
the  CRD,  said:  "Children  cope 
very  well  with  advertise- 
ments; they  enjoy  them  and 
-only  need  to -see  a good  cam- 
paign once  {compared  with 
three  times  or  more  for  a typi- 
.cal adult)' before  the  message 
gets  home.  But  our  research 
shows  lads  are  more  likely  to 
pester'  their  parents  to  buy 
what  they’ve  just  seen  in  the 
shop  or  at  a friend’s  house 
than  on  the  TV." 

Saatehi  & Saachf,  part  of 
the'  Confront  group,  said  a 
new  approach  was  needed  to 
focus  on  Children  rather  than 

their  parents- 

Mr  Smith  says,  however, 
that  children  are  as  likely  to 
be  impressed  by  an  advertise- 
ment for  a new  pension  plan 
as  for  ' one  promoting  ice 
lollies. 


I >rJ 


Mk  YOUNG  couple  walking 
along  a suburban  street 
Manchester  were 
killed  when  a Ferrari  “going 
hen  for  leather”  mounted  the 
pavement  and  ploughed  into 
them. 

Police  said  yesterday  that 
the  yellow  car  bad  appeared 
to  swerve  out  of  control  as  it 
sped  through  the  Whatley 
Range  district,  overtaking 
other  vehicles.  It  then  veered 
to  the  nearside  and  left  the 
road. 

Other  witnesses  said  the 
young  woman,  whose  neck 
was  broken,  had  been 
crushed  against  the  collapsed 
wall  on  a private  road  while 
her  boyfriend  lay  on  the  pave- 
ment with  fetal  injuries.  They 
were  treated  at  the  scene  by 
paramedics  but  were  pro- 
nounced dead  at  Manchester 
Royal  Infirmary. 

The  driver  and  a passenger 
were  pulled  from  the  car  just 
before  it  burst  into  flames. 
They  were  said  to  be  covered 
in  blood  but  left  before  emer- 
gency crews  arrived. 

The  dead  man  was  named 
last  night  as  Stewart  Ward, 
aged  26,  from  Old  Traffbrd, 
Manchester,  and  his  girl- 
friend as  Nathalie  Mourner. 
25,  from  Marseilles. 

Police  were  working  closely 
with  the  French  embassy  to 
trace  Ms  Mounter’s  next  of 
irin  She  bad  been  a student  In 
Manchester  and  remained  in 
the  area  after  completing  her 
studies  to  be  with  her  boy- 
friend She  was  thought  to  be 
working  as  a private  French 
tutor. 

Mr  Ward,  with  whom  she 
shared  a flat,  had  family  in 
nearby  Wythenshawe. 

The  pair  were  thrown  up  to 
30  feet  by  the  impact. 

The  Ferrari  demolished  a 
four-foot  high  wall,  dislodged 
a concrete  manhole  cover  and 
burst  into  20-feet  high  flames. 
Mangled  parts  of  the  car  and 
Its  burned-out  radiator  grill 
were  left  at  the  crash  scene. 
Singed  sections  of  its  canary 
yellow  panelling  were  strewn 
around  the  scene,  where  the 


heat  from  the  blazing  car  had 
singed  hedges  nearby. 

Hugh  Davis,  who  saw  the  ac- 
cident, said:  “The  Ferrari  was 
driving  at  an  horrendous 
speed  — I think  it  was  doing 
about  60  mph  as  it  passed  me. 
The  next  minute  I heard  a 
skidding  noise  and  there  was 
a loud  explosion  and  a big  ball 
of  flames  and  smoke  billowed 
up  into  the  sky.” 

Lee  Ali  said  he  ran  from  his 
home  when  he  heard  the 
sound  of  screeching  tyres. 
"The  woman  had  been 
thrown  a very  long  way  and 
the  man  was  a short  way  be- 
hind her.  It  was  obvious  that 
the  two  of  them  were  badly 
hurt  and  were  In  a terrible 
way.” 

Another  man  said  he  saw 
the  car  speeding  towards  him. 


1 heard  a skidding 
noise  and  then 
there  was  a loud 
explosion  and  a 
big  bail  of  flame’ 


"1  thought  the  Ferrari  was 
being  chased.  It  was  going 
hell  for  leather  down  the 
road.  I took  my  eyes  off  it  for 
one  second  and  beard  an  al- 
mighty crash." 

Inspector  Alison  Fletcher 
appealed  for  witnesses  who 
may  have  seen  the  car  In  the 
area  before  the  crash. 

She  said  the  driver  and  pas- 
senger were  pulled  from  the 
car,  which  had  been  hired  by 
a company  in  Hertfordshire, 
as  it  became  hotter  and  hotter 
before  bursting  into  flames. 
They  left  before  police 
arrived. 

Inspector  Fletcher  said  a 
man  later  wait  to  police  with 
his  solicitor  and  was  arrested 
He  is  being  treated  for  eye 
and  leg  injuries  at  Trafford 
General  Hospital  and  will  be 
interviewed  when  he  is  well 
enough. 

Inspector  Fletcher  appealed 
for  a second  man  to  come 
forward.  . 


MI5  set  to  scrap  files  policy 
on  suspected  subversives 


Child-centred . Raatehl  ASaatelif  fa  plan  wing  * gywiaTtat  operation 


continued  from  page  1 
Cathy  Massiter,  a former  MI5 
agent  who  revealed  how  the 
agency  had  bugged  civil  lib- 
erty campaigners,  CND  activ- 
ists and  trade  unionists. 

John  Wadbam,  director  of 
the  civil  rights  group  Liberty, 
said  last  night  that  be  had 
contacted  Mr  Shayler  and 
offered  to  help  him  fight  any 
prosecution.  “It  seems  to  us 
that  the  revelations  are  In  the 
public  interest  and  there 
should  be  no  prosecution,”  he 
said. 

If  convicted  of  an  unautho- 


rised disclosure  of  informa- 
tion, Mr  Shayler  could  face  up 
to  two  years'  imprisonment, 
an  unlimited  fine  or  both. 

Mr  Lander  yesterday 
handed  Mr  Straw  a report  on 
the  Shayler  affair  which  is 
likely  to  dwell  on  some  inac- 
curacies in  his  ciaiTHB-  He  will 
have  found  it  difficult,  how- 
ever, to  justify  recent  MI5 
operations,  including  the  bug- 
ging of  a senior  Guardian 
journalist,  Victoria  Brittain, 
or  MS's  retention  of  inaccu- 
rate and  out-dated  files  on 
political  activists. 
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Outspoken  youngster  who  published  Spycatcher  extracts  as  a student  was  strange. candidate,for  MJS’s  .‘endemic  drinking  cultur^: 
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Christopher  El  Hot* 
and  Richard  Norton-Taylor 


EMORIES  at 
the  Sunday 
Times  are  hazy 
about  David 
Shayler.  their 
one  time  trainee,  but  every* * 
one  knew  where  he  went 
next. 

"It  was  quite  open,”  said  a 
fellow  toller  at  Wapplng  from 
the  1989  intake,  “officially  he 
went  to  the  Mod  but  we  all 
knew  it  was  MIS.  And  when  I 
bumped  into  him  later  it  was 
obvious  he  was  doing  welL” 

A flair  for  outspokenness 
was  undoubtedly  what  won 
him  a place  in  the  first  intake 
of  graduate  trainees  to  the 
Sunday  Times,  the  only  non- 
Oxford  graduate  out  of  four.  It 
was  a trait  which  had  been 
marked  out  early  in  his  aca- 
demic career. 


After  a report  from  the 
John  Hampden  high 
High  Wycombe,  Buckingham- 
shire, which  pegged  him  as  a 
“bom  rebel  who  likes  to  sail 
close  to  the  wind”  Mr 
Sbayler  went  to  Dundee  uni- 
versity in  1984. 

Given  the  close  scrutiny 
members  of  the  Security  Ser- 
vice  accord  to  members  of  the 
British  public  who  propagate 
mild  dissension,  it  is  interest- 
ing to  speculate  on  what  they 
thought  of  an  applicant  who, 
as  a student,  published  sec* 
dons  of  Spycatcher  in  bis  stu- 
dent magazine  Annasach  at  a 
time  when  they  were  fighting 
tooth  and  nail  to  prevent  pub- 
lication in  the  national  press. 

At  the  Sunday  Times  be 
was  known  as  a jolly  sort  of 
bloke.  “He  was  a ntre  guy, 
quite  easygoing.  He  was  very 
into  sport,  particularly  foot- 
ball,” said  one  former  col- 
league. "in  a funny  sort  of 


way  he  seemed  a very  old 
school  sort  of  hack,  liked  to  be 
up  at  the  bar,  sort  of  21  going 
on  40" 

In  a letter  from  Peter 
Roberts,  then  managing  edi- 
tor Of  the  Sunday  Times,  he 
was  told  that  after  a review  he 
was  “not  up  to  scratch”.  But 
no  one  else  remembers  much 
about  him. 

The  25-year-old  rejected 
Journalist  trainee  was  ac- 
cepted by  MB  after  a lengthy 
vetting  process.  He  soon  had 
access  to  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  its  secret  dies  kept 
on  potential  “subversives”. 

He  says  he  saw  all  the  files 
when  he  was  given  the  task  of 
checking  details  MI5  kept  on 
politicians  in  the  run-up  the 
1992  general  election.  The 
files  including  inaccurate, 
misleading,  and  out-of-date 
information  on  prospective 
MPs,  including  Peter  Mandel- 
son,  now  Minister  without 


Portfolio,  and  Jack  Straw, 
cow  the  Home  Secretary,  res- 
ponsible for  MIS, 

Unlike  Britain’s  other  two 
security  and  intelligence 
agencies  — MIS  and  GCHQ  — 
MI5  does  not  operate  a 
strictly  compartmentalised 
cell  system  on  a "need  to 
know"  basis. 

He  was  then  transferred  to 
MIS’s  branch  responsible  for 
countering  international 
terrorism,  ' which  has  been 
given  higher  priority.  There, 
be  was  pttt  in  chaise  of  an 
operation  against  Victoria 
Brittain,  now  the  Guardian’s 
deputy  foreign  editor.  MI5 
bad  been  alerted  by  her  bank, 
the  Abbey  National,  to  “un- 
usual'’ transactions.  MIS  later 
admitted  these  were  entirely 
innocent  and  its  suspicions  of 
money-laundering  entirely 
groundless. 

He  seemed  to  revel  in  the 
task.  As  he  bugged  her  home 


telephone,  he  .listened  into 
her  private  conversations.  He 
would  then  check  on  MI5  files 
to  see  whether  it  had  any- 
thing on  Ms  Brittain’s  friends 
anH  colleagues,  friending  fel- 
low journalists.  Shayler’s 
cjnso  personal  involvement  in 
Ms  Brittain’s  case  explains 
the  detailed,  though  not  al- 
ways accurate,  information 
he  disclosed  about  the 
operation. 

His  other  revelations  are  a 
mixture  of  specific,  though  in- 
accurate, information  held  on 
MIS  files  — in  Mr  Mandel- 
soo’s  case,  for  sample  — and 
wild  assertions  — for 
ingtwncp|  his  rTflim  that  file 
IRA  could  have  been  “fin- 
ished off”  In  1992. 

Mr  Shayler,  who  left  MI5 
five  months  ago.  paints  a pic- 
ture of  what  be  has  called  an 
“Introspective,  endemic 
drinking  culture”,  fertile 
ground  for  gossip.  So  be  told 


BBC  Nerwsnight  on  Tuesday 
night,,  ‘‘somebody  told  me”, 
that  Ted  Heath,  the  former 
Conservative  prime  minister, 
had  an  MB  file  “because  he 
was  very  keen  on  rapprocfte- 
'merit  with  the  eastern  block 
and  met  a lot  of  diplomats 

from  those  embassies”. 

He.  told  the  London  Evening 
Standard  on  Tuesday  that  one 
of  his'  MB  colleagues  “who 
.raised  his  very  legitimate 
concerns  to  his  boss  about  the 
of  three  IRA  suspects 
on  Gibraltar  fin  1988]  at  the 
hands  of  the  SAS  was  given  a 
Mack  mark  on  his  office  file”.  - 

Mr  Shayler  offbrs  contra- 
dictory statements  about  why 
he  left  MX5.  He  says  he  is  con- 
cerned about  civil  liberties, 
yet  he  bugged  the  telephone  of 
a Journalist.  He  says  the  cata- 
lyst for  his  decision  to  leave 
was  a “paper-shuffling  exer- 
cise” he  faced  when-  he 
wanted  to  Intercept  mall  sent 


by  suspected  Libyan;  Intelli- 
gence agents  in  London:' 

He  complained  about  proce- 
dures officially  designed  to 
ensure  that  proper  questions 
are  asked  before  warrants  are 
issued.  He  rT^ims  his  “new 
Ideas”  were  suppressed  and 
he  was  tired  of  attempts  to 
“knead”  his  character  to  fit 
“the  forelock-tugging  cul- 
ture”. Six  years  after  he 
joined,  he  quit  ME,  disillu- 
sioned, he  says,  byits  obses- 
sion with  paperwork  and 
bureaucratic  procedures.  Half 

of  Tiig  intalfg  Wlnwai  hlm.  - 

Mr  Shayler’s  disclosures 
could  not  come  at  a worse 
time  for  MI5.  Earlier  this 
year,  it  took  an  unprece- 
dented decision  to  attract  new 
recruits  by  openly  advertis- 
ing — first  in  the  Guardian, 
then  the  Times.  It  said.it  was 
looking  for  people  with 
“sound  common  sense,  integ- 
I rity,  and  discernment”. 


London  preview 
of  collected 
tribute  to  ‘All 
the  Greatest’ 


One  of 3,000  items  of  Ali  memorabilia  to  be  auctioned  in  Los  Angeles  in  October.  Another  item,  a robe,  is  espected  to  fetch  more  than  £62,000 
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Aleut  Bellow  ' . 

HE  WAS  the  Greatest. 
And  the  Paloser  col- 
lection of  MiUuunniad. 
Ali  memorabilia  Is  possibly 
the  greatest  collection 
linked  to  any  single 
sportsman. 

It  contains  more  thain 
8,000  Items — from  his  first 
amateur  boots  to  the  robe 
he  wore  when  he  regained 
the  world  heavyweight  box- 
ing title  from  Leon  Spinks 
in  1978  — arid  now  it  Is  all 
to  be  sold  in  October  at 
Christie’s  in  Los  Angeles. 7 

This  week,  however.  It 
can  be  seen  by  the  public  at 
the  anctioneer’s  London 
office. 

It  was  SBaemhled  by  Boa 
nle  Paloger,  a Californian. 
The  centrepiece  is  the  gown 
Ali'wore  for  the  Humble  in 
the  Jungle  against  George 
Foreman  in  the  former 
Zaire  in  1974.  It  is  white 
with  African-style  black 
embroidery  at  the  bottom. 
His  name  on  the  back  Is 
made  up  of  tiny  black  beads 
in  3D. 

“It  is  extremely  elaborate 
and  intricate  — a purely 
unique  piece.”  said  Simeon 
Llpman,  Christie’s  sports 
memorabilia  specialist.  “It 
will ' start  at  f 100,000 
[£62,500]  but  could  go  for 
much  more.  Ali  is  certainly 
the  most  Important  sports- 
man of  the  20th  century.” 
Another  highlight  is  a 
six-page  letter  Ali  wrote  to 
the  American . authorities 


in  1966  In  which  he  asked 
to  be  exempted  from  the 
Vietnam  war  draft.  Instead 
he  was  arrested,  found 
guilty  of  draft  evasion, 
stripped  of  Ms  title,  forbid- 
den to  fight  in  the.CS  and 
sentenced  to  five  years  im- 
prisonment. 

Ah,  who  won  Olympic 
gold  as  Caseins  Clay,  was 
the  first  man  to  win  the 

World  rJuntipirtnahlp  three 

times,  but  was  equally  fom- 
ous  for  Us  activities  out- 
side the  ring,  .especially  as 
a black  role  modeL  He  now 
has  Parkinson’s  disease 
and  rarely  appears  in 
public. 

Other  pieces  on  safe  in- 
clude a personalised  gum- 
shield  ftBOO-Sl^OO)  and  two 
bits  of  paper  with  foe  scrib- 
bled names  of  the  sports 
reporters  at  the  Zaire  fight 
and  their  bets  on  who 
would  win  ($5,00087,000). 

Mr  Paloger,  aged  48,  who 
Is  in  London  for  . the  exhibi- 
tion, made  his  money  sell- 
ing women’s  clothes  whnte- 
I sale  bat  had  been  working 
more  or  less  foil  time  on 
the  collection. 

He  said  he  was  selling  it 
because  be  wanted  it  to 
reach  a wider  audience. 

“Ah  deserved  a tribute.  I 
collected  as  a form  of  trib- 
ute. Now  I have  accom- 
plished my  role  as  care- 
taker of  the  memorabilia. 
To  -see  so  many  people  en- 
joying tire  collection  brings 
me  so  much  enjoyment.  It 
was  a dream,  and  1 am  liv- 
ing It”  - - 


Outdoor  centre  non-starter  after  royal  dissent 


News  in  brief 


Plans  ‘posed  environment  and 
security  risk’  for  Balmoral  estate 


A PROPOSAL  for  an  out- 
door activity  centre  on 
the  doorstep  of  the 
Queen's  Highland  estate  at 
Balmoral  has  been  blocked 
after  the  royal  family 
objected. 

The  plans  involved  a huge 
development  beside  the  pic- 
turesque town  of  Ballater  on 
Royal  Deeslde,  providing  pub- 
lic access  to  quad  biking 
(which  uses  a type  of  four- 
wheeled  buggy),  archery  and 
laser  clay  pigeon  shooting  on 


a site  at  the  Bridge  of  Galrn. 

But  the  royal  family,  who 
spend  much  of  their  summer 
holiday  on  the  estate,  objected 
on  environmental  and  secu- 
rity grounds  to  the  develop- 
ment. spearheaded  by  a local 
company.  Making  Treks. 

In  a letter  to  Aberdeenshire 
council's  planning  commit- 
tee. Balmoral  factor  Peter  Ord 
said  he  was  concerned  “in 
particular  for  the  royal  family 
fishing  on  the  south  back  op- 
posite the  development”. 


Modified  shotguns  near  the 
Queen’s  estate  could  also  pose 
a security  risk,  he  said,  and 
the  tranquillity  of  the  area 
could  be  shattered  if  the  de- 
velopment went  ahead. 

Councillors  rejected  the 
plans  after  a public  Tearing 
with  the  council’s  Marr  area 
committee. 

The  plans  had  attracted  13 
fetters  which  raised  questions 
of  damage  to  a public  foot- 
path, noise  disruption  for 
local  residents  and  a nearby 
cemetery  and  the  increased 
use  of  a dangerous  road 
junction. 

Local  authority  officials 
rejected  the  proposal  because 


they  believed  the  access  road 
was  not  safe  enough. 

Making  Treks  said  it  would 
not  be  appealing  against  the 
decision.  "We  had  spoken 
with  police  and  local  people 
about  the  security  asperi:  and 
they  realised  that  our  plans 
posed  no  real  threat  to  any- 
body — the  royal  family  in- 
cluded,” said  a spokeswoman. 

“It  could  have  been  an  ex- 
citing development  for  the 
area  and  would  have  proved 
little  disruption  to  the 
royals." 

She  said  noise  pollution 
would  not  have  posed  a prob- 
lem because  independent 
sound  checks  had  proved  that- 


all  the  equipment  used  for  the 
pursuits  was  well  below  the 
approved  decimal  levels. 

"Oar  aim  was  to  attract 
tourism  into  the  area.  We 
have  done  this  very  success- 
folly  up  until  now  by  provid- 
ing activities  for  people  of  all 


•There  are  always  advan- 
tages to  offering  diverse  ser- 
vices for  tourists,  and  what 
we  proposed  hopefully  would 
have  encouraged  people  to 
stay  longer  in  the  area.”  - 
The  leisure  company; 
which  employs  30  foil-time 
and  part-time  staff;  was  set  up 
four  years  ago. 

It  provides  packages  for 


ftimtHpg,  businesses  ppd  indi- 
viduals from  all  over  Scot- 
land, including  activities 
such,  as  barbeques,  quad  bik- 
ing, archery,  climbing  and 
off-road  driving. 

Stephen  Hazley.  director  of 
the  company,  said:  “We  are 
disappointed.  WeUbe  review- 
ing our  operations  In 
Ballater.” 

A spokeswoman  for  Buck- 
ingham Palace  said  last  night 
“The  objection  had  been 
raised,  not  simply  on  behalf  of 
the  royal  family  but  because 
of  file  environmental  distur- 
bances and  also  because r the 
enjoyment  of  tourists  would 
be  affected” 


PM  focuses  on  schools  I UK  rail  ‘world’s  dearest’ 


John  Carvel 
Education  Editor 

TONY  Blair  will  try  to 
reassert  the  Govern- 
ment's political  prior- 
ities when  he  visits  a second- 
ary school  In  the  East  End  of 
London  today  as  his  first  offi- 
cial engagement  after  return- 
ing from  a three-week 
holiday. 

The  Prime  Minister  intends 
to  turn  attention  away  from 
the  string  of  controversies 
which  have  dogged  the  ad- 
ministration during  August 
by  focusing  the  political  de- 
bate on  school  reforms  to  be 
included  in  an  education  bill 
in  fire  autumn. 

In  advance  or  a summit  of 
educationists  in  Downing 
Street  next  week  to  launch 
consultation  on  the  bill,  be 
will  visit  one  of  the  SO  schools 
which  have  pioneered  a sum- 
mer literacy  project  to  pre- 
pare 11-year-olds  for  the  move 
up  to  secondary  schoaL 
Teachers  are  claiming  that 


the  children  made  mote  pro- 
gress during  the  few  weeks  of 
summer  than  they  did  over 
the  previous  sis  months. 

Mr  Blair  will  announce  a 
12-fold  expansion  of  the 
scheme  for  next  summer,  pro- ; 
viding  £4  million  of  Govern- 
ment funding  to  create  places 
for  more  than  20,000 pup  Os. 

He  promised  before  the 
election  that  the  priorities  of 
his  government  would  be 
“education,  education,  educa- 
tion”. By  returning  to  that 
theme,  he  wants  to  show  he  ! 
will  be  not  he  distracted  by 
this  month's  turbulent  news 
agenda  and  will  focus  on  the 
“big  picture”  of  delivering  j 
manifesto  promises. 

The  education  summit  In 
Downing  Street  next  week 
will  be  modelled  on  the  event 
staged  during  the  election 
campaign  when  teachers. ! 
heads,  academics  and  local 
education  authority  chiefs 
were  assembled  to 
raising  standards  in  the 
, schools. 

However,  thp  summit  will 


not  touch  on  government 
plans  to  introduce  tuition  foes 
for  undergraduates  which  are 
troubling  many  Labour  MPs 
and  could  provoke  dissent  at 
the  party  conference. 

• Ministers  last  night  wel- 
comed a io  per  cent  increase 
in  numbers  of  students  gain- 
ing GNVQ  vocational  qualifi- 
cations — applied  awards 
which  are  increasingly  being 
offered  as  an  alternative  to  A 
levels  and  GCSEs. 

Christina  Townsend,  chair- 
woman of  the  Joint  Council  of 
National  Vocational  Award- 
mg  Bodies,  said  90,476  stu- 
dents -qualified  over  the  last 
year  and  the  “word  was  out 
on  the  streets”  fiat  GNVQs 
provided  an  effective  route 
into  both  employment  and 
higher  education. 

But  Alan  Smithers  of  | 
Brand  university  said  he  was 
concerned  that'  half  the  stu- 
dents taking  an  advanced 
GNVQ  course  failed  to 
achieve  the  qualification 
within  file  expected  two-year 
period; 


ABaon  H Mills 

Britannia  may  be  cool 
but - it  is  also  rather 
pricey.  Rail  travel  is  the 
most  expensive  in  the  world 
and  London  has  the  dearest 
hotels,  claims  a survey  pub- 
lished yesterday. 

The  report  from  the  Union 
Bank  of  Switzerland  has 
raised  a few  eyebrows  among 
tourist  chiefs  who  point  out 
that  London  is  heading  for  its 
highest  number  of  visitors 
ever  and  that  the  capital  also 
boasts  some  of  the  best-priced 
entertainment  and  food  in 
Europe. 

The  purchasing  power  sur- 
vey of  56  cities  clatmfl  that  the 
average  second-class  120-mile 
rail  ticket  in  the  UK  costs 
around  £32.  The  world  aver- 
age is  about  £1050.  London  is 
also  file  fifth  most  expensive 
city  for  Tube  and  bus  traveL 
These  nridWiga  were  dis- 
missed by.  both  the  Office  of 
Passenger  .Sail  Franchising, 
which  monitors  fores,  and  the 


London  Tourist  Board.  Opraf 
said  it  was  a nonsense  to  com- 
pare one  rail  journey  in  Brit- 
ain with  a journey  abroad 
given  various  discounts  and 
offers  while  the  tourist  board 
said  Tube  and  bus  travel 
cards  offered  excellent  value 
for  money. . 

The  survey  also  concluded 
that  the  average  cost  of  an 
I overnight  stay  for  two  in  a 
1 first  class  London  hotel  is 
about  £250  compared  with  a 
world  average  of  about  £170. 

Again  this  finding  was 
greeted  with  some  sceptisim 
by  the  tourist  board  which 
said  only  hotels  like  the 
Savoy  charged  that  kind  of 
price.  “We  are  concerned 
about  keeping  hotel  prices 
down  but  most  hotels  are  con- 
siderably cheaper.  The  Hfltnn 
for  instance  charges  about  £90 
a night,”  said  a 
spokeswoman. 

“Obviously  things  like  rail 
fares  are  important  to  visitors  , 
who  may  come  to  London  and  i 
travel  to  another  city  but 
numbers  to  London  alone  are  , 


up  on  last  year’s  total  of  26 
million.” 

For  those  who  live  in  Lon- 
don the  survey  painted  a 
mixed  picture. 

The  hourly  wage  in  London 
is  on  a par  with  that  earned  in 
Milanand  Sydney  but  is  half 
that  earned  by  workers  in 
Zurich  and  lower  that  that  of 
workers  in  20  other  European 
capitals. 

Londoners  enjoy  on  aver- 
age 20  days  of  paid  holiday  a 
year,  compared  with  around 
26  in  Scandinavian  capitals 
and  a scant  nine  a year  given 
to  workers  in  Bangkok  and 
Jakarta. 

Food  in  London  costs  a lit- 
tle less  than  the  European  av- 
erage, with  a shopping  basket 
of  29  items  being  most  pricey 
in  Zurich  and  cheapest  in  Lis- 
bon. 

Overall,  Londoners  can 
console  themselves  with  the 
feet  that  Tokyo,  Oslo,  Copen- 
hagen, Stockholm  and  Zurich 
are,  according  to  the  survey, 
the  most  expensive  cities  In 
the  world. 


27  charged  after 
motorway  deaths 

TWENTY-SEVEN  drivers  are  to  he  prosecuted  following  a 
multiple  pfle-up  in  fog  on  the  M42  motorway  which  left  three 
people  dead  and  62  injured.  West  Mercia  police  said  yesterday 
the  drivers  faced  charges  ranging  from  causing  death,  by  dan- 
gerous  driving  to  driving  with  defective  tyres. 

The  action  comes  after  a police  inquiry  into  the  Incident 
betweenjunctiona  one  and  twoin  Worcestershire  an  Mian*  10 
this  year.  Three  separate  shunts  in  both  direcfionsled  to  pile- 
ups  which  involved  more  than  100  vehicles. 

A police  spokesman  said  one  person  would  be  charged  with 
causing  death  by  dangerous  driving.  The  other  charges  in- 
cluded four  of  dangerous  driving  and  18  of  driving without  due 
care  and  attention.  ‘ 

Fire  death  race  theory 

DETECTIVES  say  a nine-year-old  girl  who  died  in  a house  fire 
could  have  been  the  victimofaracist  attack.  Forensic  experts 
discovered  petrol  had  been  poured  through  the  irtter  box  of 
Annm  Khan's  hameln  Costiey,.Oxford-Hg-l3-Fear-o^d  brother, 
Majid.  Is  bra  <**ritf  rot  <-yind1H^«nTw  tvjspfya'IaflBr  the  Ere  In  die 

eflriy  hours  ofTttesday. 

Makers  ditch  five  alcopops 

DRINKS  f-rnnpflrriog  ditching  ft  Be  dCOpopS  after  CritiClflinS 

from  the  industry  watchdog,  according  to  a report  published 

today.  Eight  other  drinks  are  to  be  renamed  or  repackaged 

following  compiainte  that  theytarget  under-age  drinkers. 

The  Portman  Group  watchdog,  setup  by  drintemalrers,  hailed 
the  manufacturers’  actions  as  a victory  ftffsdf-ragntetion  after- 
fighting  off  threats  of  govenimart4mposed  oontH^The^od- 


WKD  Red  and  Vhtpn  ^bvibury*'?  owry-hrand  slcobfritc  tononade 
IB  already  >i<»ing  ril«trr»ntinn«>d  ThwPnrtrrmm  QiOilp  CfffBtiflftTed  17 

complaints,  and  an  it  miwpan Uc ngarrat  which complafots were 
upheld  have  agreed  to  take  action. 


Policeman  died  after  binge 

ONE  of  the  highest-ranking  police  officers  to  “coma  out"  as  gay 
hanged  himself  after  areassive  drinks  binge.an  inquest  heard 
yesterday.  David  Baft;  33»  the  Metropolitan  police’s  youngest 
detective  chief  inspector,  worried  “excessively  and  unneressar- 
fly”  about  losfoghis  job  andminorllnBncial  concerns.  Poplar 
coroner's  court  in  east  London  was  teid- 

^roner  Stephen  Chan,  recanting  an  open  verdict,  saidMr  Ball 
had  drunk  so  much  he  would  not  have  been  capable  erf  making  a 
conscious  decision  to  take  his  life. 
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Crowning  glory  ends  for  little 
Miss  Pears  as  soap  company 
aims  to  attract  style-conscious 
20-somethings  with  new  image 


Longrigg 

A BEAUTY  contest  for  llt- 
r\  tie  girls:  it  was  an  image 
that  went  hand  in  hand 
with  simplicity  and  purity, 
a picture  of  English  inno- 
cence —and  sold  soap. 

For  decades,  the  corona- 
tion of  Miss  Pears  has  been 
an  event  of  unparalleled 
tweeness,  a national  Insti- 
tution of  almost  Victorian 
vulgarity.  Winning  the  con- 


test was  the  ambition  of 
hundreds  of  mothers  who 
entered  photographs  of 
their  little  ones  and,  if  sue- 
cessfnl,  launched  their 
careers  as  junior  models. 

But  after  40  years,  the 
Miss  Pears  contest  will  see 
Its  last  winner  — and  her 
triumphant  mother  — 
crowned  today.  Pears  lias- 
decided  to  scrap  the  contest 
and  give  the  soap  ‘bar  a 
change  of  image. 

The  transparent  soap,  a 


design  classic,,  is  to  lose  its 
fhmily  connotations.  In- 
stead, Its  marketing  will 
appeal  to  style-conscious  20 
to  SO-yeaivolds.  “It  has  not 
changed  for  200  years;  it’s  a 
style  icon,”  said  a 
spokeswoman.  • 

The  image  that  tradition- 
ally adorned  the  packaging 
was  a 19th  centner  portrait 
by  Sir  John  Millais  of  his 
blond,  tousle-headed  grand- 
son blowing  soap  bubbles. 
But  “Bobbles”  has  finally 
been  relegated  to  the 

Christmas  card  market. 

Research  shows  that  con- 
sumers are  more  likely  to 
associate  Pears  soap  with 
free-standing  enamel  baths 
and  Japanese  wooden  back 
scrubs  than  with  a tub  full 

of  rubber  ducks  and  plastic 


submarines,  and  the  new 
adverts  will  reflect  this. 

The  marketing  will  still 
Cocos  on  hnngpg  of  simplic- 
ity and  purity,  but  these 
are  apparently  no  longer 
considered  the  exclusive 

prxipm*  aftmall  rMIHrun 

Susan  Sampson,  now  40, 
won  the  competition  in 
1959  — the  second  to  do  so. 
“Because  I was  one  of  the 
first,  the  publicity  machine 
never  really  stops.  I'm 
quite  tickled  by  the  con- 
tinuing attention.” 

Others  are  more  circum- 
spect. Coilenne  McCarter, 
who  won  in  1964,  said:  “I 
was  too  young  to  realise  the 
enormity  of  what  was  hap- 
pening. IPs  the  mothers 
who  have  the  real  taste  of 
stardom.” 


Miss  Pears  1976,  Sarah  Coombs  (left),  and  1977*8  Sarah  Worth  with  Susan  Fowler,  the  1959  winner  photograph,  peter  jow^s 


Leukaemia  victim  fighting  to  clear  name ‘weak  and  losing  weight’  Boys,  10, may 

Incest  case  man  could  die 


Duncan  Campbell 
Crime  Correspondent 


reviewed 

Criminal 


by  the 
; r Cases 


with  his  then  under-age  ...  It  has  caused  me  a great  case  was  being  considered 
daughter.  He  would  by  now  deal  of  worry,  concern  and  and  had  been  assigned  to  a 

be  eligible  for  parole  if  he  upset  I just  want  justice  now  case  worker.  A case  could  be 

would  admit  his  alleged  of-  to  be  seen  to  be  done.  1 had  prioritised  if  an  applicant, 
ELATIVES  of  a man  fence  and  take  part  in  sex  of-  lied  to  such  a degree  that  I key  witness  or  close  relative 
whose  case  is  being  fenders’  rehabilitation  was  terrified  that  if  1 now  was  seriously  ffl. 
reviewed  by  the  classes.  " retracted  my  story  I would  “In  such  a case  we  would 


Supporters  say  that  his  am-  riot  be  believed.” 


“In  such  a case  we  would 
hope  to  get  everything  done  i 


Dime— i Campbell 
Crime  Cnrraapnnrtawt 

AT  LEAST  two  ten-year-old 
Mmbbys  are  likely  to  face , 
rape  charges  as  a result  of  an 
attack  an  a nineygar-old  gut 


T 


HE  father  who  discov- 


Review  Commission  say  they  dition  is  deteriorating  feat  The  woman  was  then  re-in-  as  soon  as  possible’ fbul  we  at-  a school  iri  wfcst  London.  ' I dead  in  a bedroom 

fear  he  may  die  from  leukae-  Yesterday  a .dose  friend  who  terviewed  by  police  but  dent  want  to  rush  things."  The  boys  are  due  to  appear  at  yesterday  described  how  they 

mia  before  his  name  can  be  has  co-ordinated  foe  cam-  retracted  her  retraction.  She  she  said.  ; . a police  stations. today  to  had  knotted  a scarf  tightly 

cleared.  paign  said  that  Mr  A's  weight  could  have  faced  prosecution  Mr  A’s  son  said  that  his  answer  their  baiL?  - around  one  anothpr*« 


- making  a camp  out  of  the  din- 

ing  room  furniture  In  the  bed- 
room where  they  were  play- 
HE  father  who  discov-  ing.  My  wife  was  down  the 
ered  his  daughter  and  garden  in  the  greenhouse  and 
her  playmate  hanging  I had  just  finished  decorating,  i 
dead  in  a bedroom  We  were  going  to  Tesco.  i 
ay  described  how  they  “I  poked  my  head  around 


eared.  paign  said  that  Mr  A’s  weight  could  have  faced  prosecution  Mr  A’s  son  said  that  his 

The  man,  from  south  Lon-  had  dropped  from  13%  to  854  for  perjury  had  she  persisted  father  had  recently  been 


don,  cannot  be  named  ■ be- 
cause he  was  convicted  of  in- 
cest with  his  daughter  and  to 


stone.  He  is  six  foot  tan.  . 
‘•He  is  very  weak,”  she  said. 


could  have  faced  prosecution  Mr  A’s  son  said  that  his  answer  their  bafU^  - 
for  perjury  had  she  persisted  father  had  recently  been  If  charged.  thej&riH  be  the 
with  her  retraction.  Lawyers  moved  to  Belmarsh  from  a se-  youngest  to  face  rape  charges 
for  Mr  A.  a former  soldier,  be-  cure  hospital  and  he  was  con-  In  Britain.  r 


a poIice  rtatiom. today  to  had  knotted  a scarf  tightly  the  door  to  say  to  Daniel  it 


around  one  another’s  necks.  was  time  to  go  home  and  to  “very,  very  good  friends”,  he 
Stephen  Rogers  said:  that  tell  Claire  to  get  her  shoes  on.  said.  “Daniel  was  a cheeky  lit- 
his  18-year-old  daughter  It  looked  like  they  were  play-  tie  rascal  as  well,  getting  up 
Claire,  who  was  slumpgd  on  ing  'dead  lions'.  I went  over  to  to  mischief.  They  weren’t 
the  bed,  and  Daniel  Gibbs,  10,  tickle  Daniel  because  he  is  allowed  to  play  football  in  the 
who  was  leaning  again*  foe  ever  so  ticklish  and  he  made  garden  because  they  broke 


and  her  rugby.  She  was  play- 
ing cricket  in  the  morning 
with  Daniel.  She  used  to  get 
upset  when  England  lost  and 
felt  she  could  do  better.  Her 
favourite  player  was  Ian 
Wright  I took  her  to  see 
Arsenal  play  once.” 

Claire  and  Daniel  were 


“He  Is  In  great  pain  and  he  is  I lieve  that  her  different  ver-  ] earned  about  whether  he 


_ , , In  June,  an  ll-^ar-old  boy  the  bed.  and  Daniel  Gibbs,  10, 

give  his  name  would  identify  losing  weight  an  the  time.  We  [ sions  of  events  indicate  that  would  survive.  Mr  A was  in  Nottingham  was  charged  who  was  leaning  again*  foe 
her.  His  supporters,  who  in-  are  very  anxious  that  some-  foe  was  unreliable  and  his  frustrated  that  his  case  had  with  the  rape  of  zEl2-year-old  bunk  bed,  might  h&veg&een 


dude  his  son  and  his  other  thing  should  happen  before  it 
daughter,  say  it  is  one  of  the  Is  too  late.” 


case  should  go  back  to  appeaL 
Mr  A says  that  one  of  foe 


not  yet  been  re-opened. 


gill.  It  is  alleged  that  the  buys  playing  a fantasy  game  &Ued  had  happened. 


no  movement  1 realised  what  foe  plants." 


allowed  to  play  football  in  foe 
garden  because  they  broke 


CCRC  last  week  facing  charges  wefe  part  of  a “dead  lions”,  in  which  ypung-  “I  screamed  for  [my  wife] 


reasons  that  it  has  been  diffi-  Mr  A’s  daughter  gave  evi-  problems  in  appealing  his  requested  that  officers  from  group  of  five  who  took  part  in  sters  pretend  to  be  dead.- 

cult  to  give  the  case  the  high  dence  against  him  at  his  trial  case  was  that  foe  case  against  Greater  Manchester  police  re-  'foe  attack  on  a gig  in  a west  “They  were  playing,  t£at  is  . 

profile  they  believe  it  but  subsequently  confessed  him  was  so  weak  in  foe  first  investigate  the  so-called  M25  London  scbool^luring  a the  bottom  line,”  explained  ) downstairs  to  get  a carving  I film  Prince  of  Thieves, 

deserves.  that  the  evidence  had  been  place.  “How  can  you  defend  case  in  which  three  men  were  lunch-break.  One  pf  the  group  Mr  Rogers,  aged  41,  speaking  j knife  and  cut  them  free.  I “They  had  not  watched  foe 


Mr  Rogers  denied  earlier 
reports  that  foe  children  had 


Mandy.  She  came  up  and  my  died  re-enacting  a hanging 
older  daughter  Sarah,  17,  ran  scene  from  foe  Kevin  Costner 


Mr  A,  who  is  in  Bekmarsh  false. 


prison  in  Woolwich,  south 
London,  was  jailed  for  10 


In  her  statement  she  said: 
“I  know  I have  lied  in  foe  past 


yourself  against  mist?”  he  has  jailed  for  life  for  murder.  New  was  nine  and  tod  young  to  ) at  his  home  in  Croxley  Green,  Mandy  had  rung  for  an  1 Kevin  Costner  film,  they  had 


said. 

Yesterday  a spokeswoman 


cases  are  being  sent  to  foe  face  charges  and  not  all  of  foe  I near  Watford,  Hertfordshire,  ambulance.” 


years  in  1993  for  having  sex  j to  secure  my  tether's  arrest  | for  the  CCRC  said  that  Mr  A’s  j about  85  a week. 

Jets  almost  collided  over  Kent 


commission  at  foe  rate  of  other  four  originally  inter- 


Alison  Dantete 


IWO  aircraft  carrying  prox  Working  Group. 


Hill,  waiting  to  land  at  Heath-  was  only  400ft  from  the  other  pended  after  a five-year-old  to  police.  She  said  police 
row,  according  to  a report  by  when  the  captain  spotted  it  girl  was  seen  in  the  cockpit  of  would  decide  whether  to 
the  independent  Joint  Air-  and  climbed  to  safety.  Had  a London-bound  Boeing  757  charge  them. 


! other  four  originally  inter-  "They  had  been  out  in  the  Mr  Rogers,  a British  Tele- 
viewed are  likely  to  face  garden  playing  cricket  They  com  engineer  who  also  hay  a 
charges-  came  in  for  some  dinner,  had  nine-year-old  daughter,  Amy. 

The  arrests  of  foe  boys  took  a couple  of  sandwiches  and  went  on:  “She  [Claire)  was  a 
place  in  May.  then  went  up  to  the  bedroom,  tomboy  and  she  loved 

A Crown  Prosecution  Ser-  “We  assumed  they  were  Arsenal.  She  was  a fanatic 
vice  spokeswoman  confirmed  playing  on  the  computer  and  about  them  and  her  cricket 
yesterday  that  a report  with 
recammendations  concerning 
prosecution  had  been  passed 
to  police.  She  said  police  — ‘ -f » — _ 


watched  something  else.  It 
i Tele-  was  not  a copycat  thing." 

> has  a Mr  Rogers  said  he  had 
, Amy.  spoken  to  Daniel’s  parents, 
was  a Paul  and  Debbie.  “They  are 
loved  devastated  like  we  are."  he 
hnatic  said.  "We  can’t  believe  it  It  is 
Ticket  unreal,  absolutely  unreal' ' 


weather  not  been  clear,  there  have 


cleared 


1315  passengers  came  One  of  the  jets,  from  Paris,  would  have  been  a collision, 
within  seconds  of  oedlid-  was  at  10, 000ft  while  foe  The  CAA  described  the  rais- 
ing over  Kent,  it  emerged  yes-  other,  en  route  to  Geneva,  take  as  very  serious. 


wrongdoing. 

Captain  Phil  Higton  and  his 
co-pilot  underwent  an  inter- 


terday.  The  incident  last  No-  was  1,000ft  directly  above.  'Had  it  not  been  for  foe  ex-  nal  investigation  after  aHega-  against  at  least  two  of  foe 

vember  has  .prompted  the  They  were  so  dose  that  foe  cellent  daytime  visibility,  tions  that  Emily  Pickers^H  boys  this  morning. 

Civil  Aviation  Authority  to  air  traffic  controller  could  not  which  enabled  foe  [higher]  pushed  buttons  an  foe  flight  There  were  10  charges  of 

review  some  traffic  control  distingirigh  between  them  on  pilot  to  ensure  visual  separa-  deck.  BA  said  foe  two  pilots,  rape  brought  against  boys  be- 


Neifoer  the  CPS  nor  Scot- 
land Yard  would  comment  on 
the  case  but  is  is  understood 
that  charges  will  be  brought 
against  at  least  two  of  the  1 
boys  this  morning  j 

There  were  10  charges  of 


‘Gagged’  major 
speaks  out 


procedures,  mdnding  the  lan- 1 the  radar  screen. 


guage  used  by  controllers. 


tkm  was  maintained,  a more  both  senior  and  experienced. 


The  controller  mistakenly  serious  incident  might  have  bad  been  in  control  at  all 


The  near -collision  occurred  i told  foe  higher  jet  to  begin  a I resulted.”  the  report  said. 


tween  foe  ages  of  10  and  13  In 
1994  and  ll  the  following 


as  the  two  British  Airways 
Boeing  757s  were  over  Biggin 


descanti  It  had  travelled  600ft  m.A  British  Airways  pilot  jeopardised  passengers’ 
downwards  in  30  seconds  and  and  co-pilot  who  . were  sus-  safety. 


times  and  would  never  have  year.  Only  two  cases  in  each 


of  the  years 
convictions. 


Cot  deaths  up  again  after  Mystery  over 
big  decline  over  six  years  Halle  violinist 


_ ; — — T, *Tm  not  trying  to  start  a 55 Zg 

J . revolution,”  he  said  yester  Chriatophw  Elliott 

parenco  correspondent  day_  hefore  beading  for  Lon- 
don for  a television  interview.  Jk  36- YEAR -OLD  former  exec- 
N ARMY  officer  barred  Nor  did  be  want  to  abandon  #%utlve  of  an  Insurance  com- 
from  speaking  to  the  his  army  career.  But  he  was  pany  has  won  a £20,000  settle- 
^F^press  after  criticising  prepared  to  put  it  at  risk  be-  ment  after  she  was  turned 
the  armed  forces’  “obsession  cause  he  felt  so  strongly  foe  down  for  a job  share, 
with  social  class",  broke  his  need  for  change  in  an  out-  Janet  Schofield  went  to 
silence  yesterday  to  demand  dated  military  culture.  ' work  for  Zurich  Insurance. 


m.  N ARJ 
from 
J^^press 


an  independent  professional 


Christopher  Elliott 


A 35-YEAR-OLD  former  exec- 
utive of  an  insurance  corn- 


down  for  a job  sharp- 
Janet  Schofield  went  to 
work  for  Zurich  Insurance. 


Major  Joyce,  foe  product  of  which  employs  3,000  people  of 

association  to  represent  a Tayside  comprehensive  whom  half  are  women,  four 
servicemen.  school  who  Joined  the  army  years  ago.  She  began  mater- 

He  is  also  proposing  a mill-  as  an  infantryman,  now’  nity  leave  In  December,  19% 
tary  journal,  perhaps  along  works  in  foe  headquarters  of  and  in  June  last  year  she  and 
the  lines  of  foe  doctors'  Brit-  an  agency  newly  established  another  manager  applied  to 
ish  Medical  Journal,  through  to  solve  foe  army’s  recruiting  job  share  a post 


Chris  Whig 


□ cut  smoking  during  preg-  j Theories  advanced  to  explain 

— — — 1 the  deaths  include  viral  infec-  D*vWW*rd 


nancy — tethers  too 


THE  number  at  cot  deaths  the  same  room  as  fbe  baby 
increased  test  year  for  □ don’ttetftgettoohot 
the  first  time  since  a □ keep  Its  head  nncoyered_ 


I the  first  time  since  a 
campaign  was  launched  six 
years  ago  to  .prevent  these  un- 
explained deaths  among 
babies. 

Figures  published  yester- 
day compiled  by  the  Founda- 
tion for  the  Study  ’ of  Infant 
Deaths  (FSTD),  based  on  pro- 
visional data  from  the  Office 
of  National  Statistics,  show 
there  were  499  cots  deatlw  in 
1996.  This- is  6 per  cent  up  on 
the  previous  year’s  470  and 
amounts  to  a death  rate  per 
2,000  babies  of  0.7. 

The  reason  for  rise  is  not 
known,  but- FSID  said  it 
showed  there  could  be  no 
complacency  about  a syn- 
drome that  killed  10  babies 

ii  VP  nr  wpnt 

After  the  FSHTs  Reduce  the 
Risk  campaign  — stressing 
that  babies  should  sleep  on 
their'  hacks  — was;  launched 
in  1991,  there  was  a 60 'per 
cent  tell  in  deaths. s- 

The  FS2D  has  reissued  this 
advice  to  parents,  as  well  as 
the  following; 


□ don’t  let  anyone  smoke  in  .-tion,  respiratory  problems 

the  same  room  as  fee  baby-  and  overheating. 

□ dontletitgettoohot  A claim  that  plastic  mat- 

□ keep  its  head  uncovered  tresses  could  increase  the 

□ place  the  baby  with  its  feet  risk  has  been  demolished  by 


□ keep  its  head  uncovered  tresses  could  increase  the  ■ were  treating  as  suspi-  when  sue  Decamfr-ejnbrouea 

□ place  the  baby  with  its  feet  risk  has  been  demolished  by  clous  the  death  at  a violinist  with  neighbours  4n  a row 
aoalnst  foe  foot  of  the  cot  so  numerous  studies,  including  who  had  been  a member  of  over  parking  She, had  fenced 

_ _ a - FhA  UnlTA  fWTnMjl  its  fnw  ol.  nfFon  arad  nAap  fiawto  9TlH 


POLICE  in  Manchester 
said  yesterday  that  they 
were  treating  as  suspi- 
cious the  death  at  a violinist 


with  his  wife,  Gina.r  a music 
teacher  and  former  Stockport 
Liberal  Democrat  councillor. 


which  junior  ranks  csn’chal-  . — 

lenge  the  orthodoxy  of  the  top  He  believes  the  real  gaps  in  support  manager  truing  more 
brass.  army,  strength  are  much  than  £40,000,  was  turned  down 

Major  Eric  Joyce  was  sus-  greater  than  official  figures  and  then  wrote  to  Zurich  claim- 
pended  from  his  post  atthe  quoted  by  the. minister  sug-  ing  constructive  dismissal  and 


problems. 


Ms  Schofield,  a marketing 


Mrs  Cropper  featured  in  a army’s  training  and  recruit-  gest.  Among  the  junior  ranks  1 sex  discrimination. 


it  can't  wriggle  down  and  two  government  inquiries,  foe  Halle  Orchestra  for  al-  off  an  area  near  her  home  and 


cover  its  head  with  blankets  About  85  per  cent  of  victims  most  30  years. 


local  newspaper  test  week  ing  agency  in  Upavon,  Wilt-  in  their  first  six  years  of  ser- 
when  she  became;  -ejnbroiled  shire,  until  yesterday,  after  vice,  the  shortfall  is  15,000. 
with  neighbours  -In  a row  writing  a Fabian  Society  pam-  and  the  longer  training 
over  parking  She.  bad  fenced  phlet  and  an  article  for  the  period  is  expected  to  make  lit- 
offan  area  near  her  home  and  Guardian  attacking  the  tie  difference  to  the  number 


was  reported  to : -have  de-  armed  forces  for  their  lm-  j of  successful  recruits,  still 


“I  had  support  at  the 
middle  level  of  the  company 
but  was  turned  down  at  a 
higher  level”  she  said.  “I 
thought  that  if  2 didn't  shout 
about  this  then  it  was  going  to 


n o&ek  medical  help  promptly  were  aged  under  six  months,  I James  Cropper,  55,  was  I manded  a £3.0bfffee  and  plied  social,  racial  and  sexual  forecast  to  show  a 20  per  cent  happen  again  and  again.” 


1991  ramnaton  Deaths  are  more  common 'in  tage  in  Marple  Bridge, 
more  than  1,000  babies  a year  winter,  peafcng  in  January,  Greater ^Manchater,  with  a 
Sre  cot  death  victims.  February  and  March-  head  injury.  His  body  was  dip 


and  si  per  cent  were  boys,  found  on  the  floor  of  his  cot-  threatened  to  ti&e  wheel  discrimination. 


clamps  against  those  wbo  did  returning  from  holiday  in 


not  pay  up. 


were  cot  death  victims. 


head  injury.  His  body  was  dis-  Neigh  l 

covered  by  his  daughter’s  Cropper  J 
boyfriend  who  called  at  the  charges  i 
home  when  he  received  no'  the  lan  d- 


Italy  with  his  wife,  Rosemary, 


shortfall  this  year. 

Asked  if  the  major  might  be 
facing  a court  martial,  a Mln- 


Neighbours  claimed  Mrs  he  found  a letter  extending  istry  at  Defence  spokesman 


Zurich  Insurance  said  that 
42  out  of  315  managers  were 
women,  and  two  out  of  eleven 
board  members.  “We  have  a 


Cropper  had  no  right  to  levy  his  suspension  Indefinitely  — said:  ^Nothing  has  been  de-  job  share  policy.  This  request 
charges  as  she  did  not  own  [ a move  he  believes  frees  -hlm  [ cided,  and  he  will  be  the  first  j did  not  meet  our  business 

to  know  when  it  is." 


answer  to  a telephone  calL 
Detectives  have  declined  to 
reveal  details  of  a post  mor- 


A detective  said:  “We  are 
aware  of  the  dispute  involv- 
ing the  family  and  their 


to  speak  out  afresh. 


did  not  meet  our  business 
criteria.” 


tern  carried  out  at  Stepping  neighbours  but  at  this  stage 
Hill  hospital,  Stockport,  we  know  only  that  we  have  a 


yesterday. 


suspicious  death  and  are 


Mr  Cropper  joined  the  Hal-  making  inquiries. 
14’s  first  violins  in  1959  and  Mrs  Cropper 


was  the  orchestra's  longest- 
serving  member.  The  orches- 
tra is  on  its  summer  break 


Mrs  Cropper  returned 
home  yesterday  after  staying 
with  friends. 

A spokeswoman  for  the 


o 


and  it  is  believed  he  bad  Hall6  said:  “This  has  obvi- 
recently  visited  friends  in  ously  come  as  a shock  . ..  to 
Scotland.  He  was  due  to  foe  whole  of  foe  ^orchestra. 
return  for  rehearsals  for  the  There  was  no  warning  and 


Each  sachet  contains  about  eight  different  pills 
to  be  taken  at  one  silling:  New  Stress;  Maximum 
Energy;  New  High  Energy  and  — my  favourite — 
New  York  Super  Energy.  Each  packet  costs  $1. 
And  they  sell  one  million  packets  a week. 

West  Side  stories — Joanna  Coles  in  New  York 


new  season  on  Septembers. 

He  shared  a 150-year-old 
terraced  cottage  in  Mill  Brow 


James  had  shown  so  sign  of 
illness  as  ter  as  anyone  in  the  i 
orchestra  was  aware.” 
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6 WORLD  NEWS 


Rome  police  seize  terror  suspect 


The  Guardian  Thursday  August 28 1997 


Rwnwnwaretittrongh 
debris  after  a bomb  attack 
on  the  La  BeDe  discotheque 
In  Berlin  hi  1 986  (above). 
Two  American  soMien  and 
a Turkish  woman  were 
killed  In  the  Incident. 

TMe  week  Italian  police 
arrested  (from  left  to  right} 
Ufcyati  Hanna  Ben  Ameer, 
Italian  Marina  Domahol  and 
Libyan  Khafed  Ettir,  who 

are  all  suspected  of  being 
accompfleesto  Libyan 
Musbah  Eter,  who  was  also 
arrested  in  Rome 


Libyan  arrested 
for  Berlin  bomb 


John  Hooper  In  Rome 


A SUSPECTED  mem- 
ber Of  Mi  Lamm  a r 
Gadafy’s  secret  ser- 
vice was  behind 
bars  in  Borne  last 
night  after  Italian  police 
brought  to  an  end  an  ll-year 
hunt  for  those  accused  of  the 
terrorist  attack  which  led  to 
the  United  States'  bombing  of 
Libya. 

Musbah  Abulgasem  Eter, 
aged  40,  was  arrested  by  de- 
tectives on  Tuesday  in  Rome. 
He  was  the  last  fugitive 
among  five  people  alleged  to 
have  carried  out  the  1986 
bombing  of  a Berlin  disco- 
theque frequented  by  US  ser- 
vice personnel. 

The  US  immediately 
blamed  the  blast  on  Libya. 
Amid  furious  international 
controversy,  American  war- 
planes made  two  retaliatory 
air  raids  on  Libyan  cities. 

Two  other  Libyans  and  an 
Italian  woman  were  arrested 
on  suspicion  of  aiding  and 
abetting  Mr  Eter.  Nicola  De 
Cristoforo,  deputy  head  of  the 
Digos  security  police  in 


Rome,  said  he  the  al- 

leged Libyan  agent  to  be  ex- 
tradited to  Germany. 

At  a press  conference  yes- 
terday. he  said  his  officers 
bad  been  alerted  to  Mr  Eter’s 
presence  by  German  detec- 
tives. The  German  police  had 
been  tapping  a telephone  line 
and  heard  a man  they  be- , 
I lieved  to  he  Mr  Eter  make 
several  calls  from  Rome. 


there.  He  was  identified  four 
days  later  by  detectives  keep- 
ing a watch  on  the  call  boxes 
he  was  suspected  of  using. 

Mr  Ettir  was  arrested  at  his 
fiat.  Ms  Ben  Ameer  and  the 
Italian  woman.  Nerina  Bema- 
bei,  were  detained  together  in 
a separate  operation. 

Police  said  they  acted  after 
seeing  the  Italian  woman 
hand  over  documents  which 


Doubts  have  at  times  been  cast  on  the 
strength  of  Washington’s  case  that 
Libya  engineered  the  bombing 


It  was  established  that  most 
of  the  calls  had  been  from 

phone  boxes  in  the  area 

of  the  city,  but  one  was  from  a 
private  line.  The  line  was  in 
the  name  of  a Libyan  couple. 
Khaled  Ettir  and  Hanna  Ben 
Ameer,  both  aged  34.  Their 
flat  was  near  the  public  tele- 
phones from  which  the  other 
calls  had  been  made. 

Police  called  at  the  Libyans' 
home  last  Friday  night  but 
the  wanted  man  - was  not 


later  proved  to  include  a false 
ID  card  carrying  Mr  Eteris 
name  and  photograph.  They 
said  Ms  Bernabei.  also  aged 
34,  bad  previous  convictions 
for  robbery  and  living  off  im- 
moral earnings. 

Two  US  soldiers  and  a wom- 
an of  Turkish  origin  died  and 
some  200  other  people  were 
injured  by  the  blast  which 
ripped  through  the  Belle  dis- 
cotheque in  Berlin  on  April  5, 
1986.  More  than  60  of  the  in- 


jured were  Americans.  At 
least  15  people  were  killed 
and  another  100  were 
wounded  in  the  controversial 
American  bombing  which  fol- . 
lowed.  One  of  the  victims  of . 
the  US  action  was  Colonel  Ga- 
dafy’s  adopted  daughter. 

Doubts  have  been  cast  on  I 
the  strength  of  Washington's  i 
case  that  Libya  engineered  \ 
the  bombing.  But  last  Febru-  i 
ary.  a German  prosecutor  in 
Berlin  charged  live  people,  in- 
cluding Mr  Eter,  on  the  basis 
of  evidence  that  Libyan  intel- 
ligence operatives  planned 
the  attack  in  retaliation  for 
the  sinking  of  a Libyan  ship. 

The  state  prosecutor,  Dieter 
Neumann,  said:  “The  Libyan 
secret  service  issued  an  order 
an  March  26  [1986]  to  use  a 
terrorist  act  to  strike  at  an 
American  target  in  Berlin,  as 
a reaction  to  that" 

Those  charged  included  a 
Palestinian,  Yasser  Shraydi, 
who  was  arrested  soon  after 
the  bombing.  He  and  Mr  Eter 
were  both  at  the  Libyan  em- 
bassy in  East  Berlin  when  the 
attack  was  carried  out.  Prose- 
cutors also  charged  three  Ger- 
man nationals. 


Italy ‘gaffe’ sets 
off  Cyprus  row 


John  Hooper 
Southern  Europe 


GREEKS  and  Greek  Gyp- 
riot  politicians  ex- 
pressed outrage  yester- 
day at  remarks  by  the  Italian 
foreign  minister  that  could 
herald  a sea  change  in  Euro- 
pean and  United  States  policy 
on  Cyprus. 

Despite  the  Turkish  inva- 
sion of  the  island  In  1974,  and 
the  subsequent  proclamation 
of  a breakaway  Turkish  state 
in  the  north,  the  international 
community  has  gone  along 
with  the  fiction  that  the  Greek 
Cypriot  administration  in  Nic- 
osia runs  Cyprus  as  a whole. 


‘We  have  to  find 
a formula  to 
Involve  the  other 
side  as  weir 

Early  next  year,  talks  on  ad- 
mitting the  island  to  the  Euro- 
pean Union  are  due  to  begin 
with  the  Greek  Cypriot  side. 

But.  on  Tuesday,  Lamberto 
Dini,  Italy's  foreign  minister, 
broke  with  the  accepted  con- 
ventions when  he  said: 
“There  are  two  republics  in 
Cyprus,  two  entities,  two  gov- 
ernments. If  the  EU  does  not 
recognise  this  basic  fact  in 
conducting  the  negotiations 
for  membership,  then  you  run 
into  problems." 

In  fact,  it  already  has.  Talks 
staged  by  the  United  Nations 
aimed  at  ending  the  division 
of  Cyprus  broke  down  earlier 
this  month  after  the  Turkish 
Cypriot  leader,  Rauf  Denk- 
tash,  said  he  would  not  take 
part  if  the  EU  pressed  ahead 
with  its  plans. 

After  talks  with  the  Turk- 
ish foreign  minister,  Ismail 


thart  the  AA  or  RAC 

whv  join  them? 


•"  call  free  today  on  ' 

0800  001 343 
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WE  LEAVE  EVERYONE  STANDING  BUT  YOU 
hripi/ftraiw.  greanriag.eo.uh 


Milosevic  poised  to  fly  to  Bosnia 
as  Serbs  tire  of  power  struggle 


W6rld  news  in  brief 


Cem,  Mr  Dial  said:  “We  have 
to  find  a formula  to  involve 
the  other  side  as  weH."  He  ex- 
plicitly backed  the  view  that 
the  Greek  Cypriot  adminis- 
tration did  not  represent  the 
Island  in  its  entirety. 

Greece’s  foreign  minister, 
Theodores  Pangalos,  called 
Mr  D ini’s  comments  “incon- 
ceivable". In  Cyprus,  the  head 
of  parliament,  Spyros  Ky- 
prianou,  said  they  were 
“totally  unacceptable". 

An  Italian  diplomat  in  Ath- 
ens was  called  to  see  the  for- 
eign minister  and  the  prime 
minister,  Costas  Simitis,  was 
reported  by  local  media  to 
have  telephoned  his  Italian 
counterpart.  Romano  Prodi. 
for  an  explanation.  The  prime 
minister’s  office  in  Rome  con- 
firmed that  the  two  had 
spoken,  but  described  their 
conversation  as  “cordial”. 

Mr  Denktash  seized  the  op- 
portunity to  repeat  a warning 
that  if  Cyprus  were  admitted 
to  the  EU.  it  could  start  a war. 

This  in  the  second  time  in 
two  years  that  an  Italian  rep- 
resentative has  appeared  to 
trip  over  the  diplomatic  nice- 
ties associated  with  Cyprus. 
In  January  1996,  a junior  for- 
eign affairs  minister,  Kman- 
I uele  Scammacca,  upset  Greek 
Cypriots  by  calling  Mr  Denk- 
tash “president"  when  he  met 
him  in  the  north. 

With  Richard  Holbrooke, 
the  US  envoy,  expected  to 
launch  a peace  initiative  later 
this  year,  what  will  particu- 
larly worry  Greeks  and  Greek 
Cypriots  Is  Mr  D ini’s  close 
relationship  with  the  US.  He 
lived  there  for  more  than  20 
years  and  is  seen  as  a friend 
of  Washington. 

The  foreign  ministry  in 
Rome  issued  a statement  yes- 
terday  noting  that  the  only 
government  recognised  by 
Italy  was  the  Greek  Cypriot 
administration  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Cyprus.  But  it  did  not  try 

to  retract  Mr  D ini's  words. 


Karan  Coleman  In  Pale 

!T 

SLOBODAN  Milosevic, 
the  president  of  Yugosla- 
via, looks  set  to  inter- 
vene in  the  current  crisis  in 
the  Bosnian  Serb  Republic. 

N8to  officials  in  Sarajevo 
said  yesterday  he  was  plan- 
ning a visit  after  they 
received  a request  from  his 
office  to  land  a plane  in  Banja 
Luka  in  northern  Bosnia. 
There  was  no  official  confir- 
mation of  his  visit  from  Bel- 
grade, and  Mr  Milosevic  may 
send  senior  officials  if  he  de- 
cides not  to  go. 

Madeleine  Albright,  the 
United  States  secretary  of 
state,  has  put  pressure  on  Mr 
Milosevic  recently,  ordering  i 
him  to  “get  off  the  fence”  and 
support  the  Bosnian  Serb 
president,  Bffiana  Plavsic,  In  | 
her  power  struggle  against 
hardliners  who  support  Rado- j 
van  Karadzic. 

Mr  Milosevic  signed  the 
Dayton  peace  agreement  on 
behalf  of  the  Bosnian  Serbs  in 
1995.  Since  then  he  has  been 
under  pressure  to  get  them  to 
comply  with  die  terms,  par- 
ticularly cm  the  issue  of  hand- 
ing •'  over  Indicted  war 
criminals. 

So  for  he  has  ignored  West- 
ern efforts  and  Mr  Karadzic, 
the'  most  notorious  man  in- 
dicted by  the  international 
war  crimes  tribunal  in  The 
Hague,  is  stiH  a free  man. 

In  Mr  Karadzic's  hometown 
of  Pale,  Mrs  Plavsic’s  hard- 
line rivals  continue  to  sit  in 
the  Bosnian  Serb  parliament, 
even  though  she  suspended 
the  assembly  last  month,  and 
its  current  sessions  have  been 
dismissed  as  unconstitutional 
by  the  International  comm- 
unity. 

The  hardline  MPs  are 
threatening  to  withdraw  from 
the . municipal  elections 
planned  for  September  13-14. 
After  a session  on  Tuesday. 


Patriarch  Pavle,  head  of  the  Serb-Orthodox  Church,  after 
talks  with  Mrs  Plavsic  in  Banja  Luka  yesterday 


they  said  the  conditions  were 
not  right  for  elections  and 
they  were  unhappy  with  the 
way  the  Organisation  for  Se- 
curity and  Cooperation  in 
Europe  was  organising  them. 

“The  national  assembly 
abolished  the  agreement  that 
President  Plavsic  made  with 
the  OSCE  for  the  organisation 
and  supervision  of  municipal 
elections?’  the  speaker.  Dra- 
gan  Kalin  ic,  said. 

The  OSCE  is  going  ahead 


with  preparations  for  the 
elections  despite  a possible 
boycott  by  the  hardliners. 

“How  can  the  ruling  party 
with  every  advantage  in  the 
world  say  the  conditions  are 
not  right  for  the  elections,” 
said  David  Foley,  the  OSCE 
spokesman  in  Sarajevo. 

The  residents  of  Pale  are 
fed  up  that,  once  again,  they 
are  being  drawn  into  a con- 
flict against  their  wilL 
' Ljfljana  Marinkovic  works 


in  a ynall  shoe  shop  in  the 
main  street.  Lines  of  black 
shoes  are  on  display  in  the 
dark  little  room.  She  wears 
black  as  a mark  of  respect  for 
her  brother  who  died 
recently.  . 

She  said  living  was  a 
struggle  for  her  family.  Her 
daughter  and  sou-in-law  do 
not  have  jobs  and  she  has  to 
support  them. 

Three-and-a-half  years  of 
war  have  left  the  economy  of 
the  Republika  Srpska  in 
shreds.  And  the  current  tur- 
moil between  the  Serbs 
threatens  to  weaken  the  econ- 1 
omy  further. 

Mrs  Marinkovic  does  not 
support  Mrs  Plavsic  and  bar 
campaign  against  her  oppo- 
nents in  Pale.  She  believes  the 
president  is  dividing  the  Serb 
people.  She  is  afraid  there 
will  be  fighting  between  the 
rival  groups,  but  is  not  will- 
ing to  participate. 

“One  of  my  sons  and  my 
husband  were  on  foe  front- 
line for  four  years  and  if 
something  happens  now  I 
know  it  would  be  just  a mess. 
A lot  of  people  would  not  take 
up  arms  because  they  are  fed 
up  with  war.”  , ■ 

The  crisis  began  in  June 
when  Mrs  Plavsic  accused 
her  Pale-based  opponents  of 
running  smuggling,  rackets. 
Jovica  Flakalovic,  who  lives 
in  Pale,  said  she  has  picked 
the  wrong  time  to  try  and  rid 
the  Republika  Srpska  of 
corruption. 

“There  is  corruption  just  as 
there  is  also  corruption  in  the 
United  States,"  he  said.  “But 
we've  just  got  out  of  the  war 
and  If  s normal  to  have  a lot 
of  corruption  in  a situation 
like  this."  He  added  that  he 
believed  Mrs  Plavsic  did  not 
have  support  in  the  Pale 
region. 

“She  was  elected  by  our 
votes  add  she  turned  her 
backs  on  us  now  when  we  are 
completely  destroyed.” 


Israel  lifts  'closure’ 
on  Bethlehem 

ISRAKLlifted  ite  28-day  closure' <tf  the  Wlist  Bank  town  of 

Bethlehem yesterday wtthoat  explanation. 

The  West  Bank  and  Gaza  were  sealed  off  and  Palestinian  self- 
ruled  cities  besieged  after  two  suidde  bombers  killed  14  people 
in  Jerusalem’s  Mahane  Yehuda  market  on  July  30.  The  deci- 
sion to  lift  the  “ internal  closure8"«i  Bethlehem  at  4pm  yester- 
day came  after  several  days  of  angry  Palestinian  street  protests 
and  international  criticism  of  the  closure,  especially  from 
Christian  groups  who  complained  that  pilgrims  could  not  visit 
the  biblical  birthplace  of  Jesus. 

The  gesture  was  expected  to  help  improve  the  deeply  trou- 
bled relations  between  Israel  and  Yasser  Ararat's  Palestinian 
Authority.-—  Agencies,  Bethlehem. 


‘Freedom  not  for  Russia’ 

“NORTHAmerican  standards”  cf freedom  of  reUgfon  should  not 
be  applied  to  Russia,  the  head  of  foe  Russian  Orthodox  Church, 
Alexiy  n.  said  yesterday.  Itar-Tass  news  agency  reported  Alexiy 
as  saying  that  the  TOcmtry  must  block  attempts  “by  unworthy 
means  to  lure  people  fo  another  faith  from  the  religions  of  their 

ancestors".  He  had  lobbied  fora  pariiamenfrapprovad  draft  law 

giving  advantages  to  the  Orthodoxy  and  a few  other  traditional 
feiths,  but  President  Boris  Yeltsin  rejected  the  bin.  saying  it 
violated  the  Russian  constitution  and  internationally  accepted 
standards  cfhnman  rights. — Reuter,  Moscow. 


Europe’s  sterilisation  shock 

rntmci  West  European  countries  that  pride  themselves  on  their 
democratic  credentials  are  now  reetingfrom  revelations  about 
forced  sterilisations-  Sweden  is  to  investigate  why  60,000  women 
were  forcibly  sterilised  between  1936 and  197$  Switzerland  feces 
allegations  that  snores  nf  mentally  hanriteappari  ponplo  fiaTl  victim 

toa  1928 sterilisation  law;  while  Austrian  experts  say  mentally 
handicapped  Wfmwn  there  ara  still  being  Steril  nsnally 

against  their  wffi- 

Hans  Ulrich  JosL  professor  of  histay  at  the  University  of  - 
Lausanne,  said  nardic  countries,  pursuing  the  pseudoscience  of 
eugenics  in  the  1900s,  pioneered  the  practice  cf  sterilising women 
to  weed  out  those  ccosktered  “inferior"  or  of  “poor  or  mixed 

racial 

from  poor  families.  — Reziter.Jjondan. 


North  Korea  calls  off  talks 

NORTH  Korea  called  off  talks  on  misriteproUferafion. with  the 
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Clinton  puts  his  head  in  it  the  hole 
ireRomania’s  revolutionary  flag 


McGough  to  lift  Muscovite 
spirits  with  poetry  in  motion 


EdiftiBlaniy  In  Washington 

U/HEN  Romanians  over- 
■ V threw  Nlcolae  Ceauses- 
cuH  dictatorship  in  1989, 
students  hoisted  the  sym- 
bolof  the  revolution,  on  to  a 
dome  above  University 
Square:  the  Romanian  flag 
— red,  yellow  and  blue  — 
1"Uh  the  Communist  Insig- 
nia'cut  out,  leaving  a hole 
in  the  middle. 

The  moment  captured  the 
imagination  of  the  world, 
and  the  style  caught  on.  Be- 
fore long,  Serbs  and  even 
Croatian  nationalists  were 
brahdiahlng  the  Yugoslav 
frag  with  its  red  star  cut 
ooMJkrainlans  cut  out  the 
hammer  and  sickle,  and  the 
East  Germans  removed  the 
hammer  and  compasses. 

But  the  message  did  not 
seem  to  reach  Arkansas, 


where  the  ambitions  gover- 
nor, Bill. Clinton,  was  pre- 
paring his  presidential  bid. 

Last  month  President 
Clinton  visited  Romania 
and  Its  capitaL  By  way  of 
tribute,  he  was  presented 
with  one  Romania’s  trade- 
mark revolutionary  flags 
with  the  middle  cot  out. 

So  imagine  the  mixture  of 
amusement  and  chagrin 
when  the  acknowledge- 
ment came  back  from  the 
White  House,  in  a greeting 
that  emerged  yesterday:  ef- 
fusive thwww  to  the  leader 
of  the  Romanian  Senate, 

Pette  Roman,  for  ttiB  lriori 

gift  of.,  .a  poncho. 

A White  Bouse  spokes- 
man said,  he  had  no  record 
of  the  reply. 

*Td  like  to  see  Bill  Clin- 
ton on  television  dressed  in. 

I the  poncho.”  Mi-  Roman 
I quipped  yesterday. 


Tom  WhftehouaiB 
ta  Moscow 

COMMUTERS  on  the  Mos- 
cow metro  will  soon  have 
the  poetry  of  Liverpudlian 
Roger  McGough  on  hand  to 
lift  their  spirits  on  the  daily 
trudge  across  the  city. 

Poems  on  the  Underground 
arrives  in  Moscow  next  week 
via  London:  New  York  and 
Paris,  with  McGough’s  I 
Wanna  be  the  Leader  among  30 
British  and  Russian  poems  set 
to  appear  next  to  adverts  for 
breast  enlat^anent  and  paint 
McGough1  s reflections  on 
power  and  powerlessness 
may  strike  a chored  with  the 
9 min  ion  Muscovites  who  use 
the  underground  every  day. 
The  Mercedes  and  Chevrolet 
on  the  clogged  streets  over- 
head ferry  Russia's  new  rich 
around  an  exclusive  world  of 


power  and  opportunity-  A 
philosophical  acceptance  of 
fete  comes  in  handy  for  those 
stuck  below. 

As  a present  to  Moscow  on 
its  forthcoming  850th  birth- 
day, the  British  Council  orga- 
nised the  poetry  project  and 
provided  some  of  its  funding. 
Cadbury's  sponsored  the  rest 

The  managing  director  of 
Cadbury’s  in  Moscow,  Simon 
Baldry,  admits  he  Is  more  in- 
terested in  promoting  a choc- 
olate feast  than  a literary  one- 

“Advertising  Is  at  a differ- 
ent stage  in  Russia  and  Mus- 
covites will  not  be  offended  or 
surprised  by  the'  mixture  of 
chocolate  and  literature,"  he 


1 0O  feared  dead  in  boat  crash 

ABOUT  100  peopte  were  feared  dead  after  two  boaterarrying  ... 


nMii 


In  one  respect  Muscovite 
commuters  make  a less  cap- 
tive audience  than  their  Lon- 
don counterparts.  Trains  are 
fost  and  frequent,  so  there  is 
less  time  for  reading. 


Criminal  lays  down  law 

an  Indian  outlaw  accused  of  m ittkut  more  than  130  murders 


mediator  said  yesterday 


taka  and  Tamfl  Nhdufor  months.  His  previous  demands  have 
included  money,  amnesty  and  pledges  flat  Ma  life  would  be 
protected.  *T  win  not  come  out  aftheforest  unless  Ihave  the 

written  guarantee of  the  president/*  he  told  the  mediator.  Ve«»£ 


niurderazKlpceriiing  sandalwood  and  ivory.  He  «xud  be  sen- 
tenced to  de&fo  or  life  in  prison.  —AP,  Madras. 
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Poor  fall 


WORLD  NEWS  7 


’s  tigers 


Millions  have  missed  out  on  the 
economic  miracle,  says  the 
World  Bank.  From  Washington, 
Martin  Walker  reports  on 
the  widening  income  gap 


ORE  than  two- 
thirds  of  the 
world’s  poorest 
people  Uve  In 
„ — — least  Asia,  de- 
$pne  the  region’s  economic 
miracle. 

While  the.  proportion  of 
people  there  subsisting  on  a 

dojllar  a day  or  Ires  has  f&Ilen 
from  60  per  cent  In  1975  to 
20  per  cent,  the  World  ftanir 
says  inequality  Is  becoming 
more  widespread,  and  the 
region’s  achievements  are  at 
risk  from  a banking  crisis  af- 
flicting Thailand  and 
Malaysia.  ■ 

Everyone’s  Miracle?,  a 
report  issued  by  the  bank  yes- 
terday, notes  that  the  pace  of 
growth  has  widened  the  pov- 
erty gap. 

“The  rate  of  increase  of  de- 


‘ We  worry  about 
the  hundreds  of 
millions  who  live  in 
absolute  poverty" 


mand  for  skilled  workers  has 
outstripped  the  rate  of  supply, 
raising  earnings  differentials 
across  many  occupations," 
the  bank  says. 

"The  bank  salutes  the 
strong  growth  of  the  Asian 
economies  in  recent  years,” 
said  Gautam  Kaji,  the  bank's 
managing  director  for  opera- 
tions. "But  we  worry  about 
the  hundreds  of  mininnc  of 
Asians  who  still  live  in  abso- 
lute poverty  and  who  lack  the 
education  and  other 
resources  that  would  allow 
them  to  take  part  In  the 
growth  process.” 

Hie  report  warns  of  *a  con- 
sistent pattern  of  poverty 
throughout  the  region, 
mainly  affecting  rural  and 
agricultural  communities 
where  people  typically  have 
little  education  anxLfewpros- 
pects  for  alternative 
employment”. 

Hie  bnnic,  which  has  freed 
criticism  from  non- 
governmental development 
agencies  and  environmental 
groups  for  its  traditional  focus 
on  large  and  prestige  projects. 


is  now  stressing  village-scale 
rural  development  and  educa- 
tion and  health  projects:  H 
notes  that  90  per  cent  of  the 
poor  in  Vietnam  and 
and  around  two-thirds  of  the 
poor  in  Thailand  and  the  Phit 
ippines,  live  in  rural  areas. 

Although  poverty  has  been 
almost  eradicated  in  the  tiger 
economies  of  Singapore,  Hong 
Kong,  Taiwan  and  Sooth 
KOrea,  and  has  declined  dra- 
matically elsewhere,  the  bank 


says  that  as  many  as  350  mil- 
lion east  Asians  jifawid  atm 
be  counted  among  the  poorest 
of  the  world’s  poor,  in  partic- 
ular, they  are  concentrated  in 
the  emerging  economies  of 
Cambodia.  China,  Laos,  Mon- 
golia and  Vietnam  — anA  in 
India,  where  a third  of  people 
are  still  classified  as  poor. 

"Because  of  rapid  popula- 
tion growth,  India’s  modest 
success  in . fighting  poverty 
has  been  cmigh]?  to  reduce  the 
overall  numbers  of  poor.  In 
1951,  164  million  Indiaria  were 
living  in  poverty,  compared 
with  812  million  in  1993-94," 
the  bank  says  in  another 
report;  India:  Achievements 
and  Challenges  in  Reducing 
Poverty. 

‘India  has  not  yet  achieved 
the  momentum  to  lift  the 
great  majority  of  its  poor  Into 
the  country’s  economic  main- 
stream. For  example,  its  in- 
fant mortality  rates  are  one  of 
the  highest  in  the  world,  and 
a third  of  India's  six  to  10- 
year-olds  are  not  in  school,” 
said  Zonbida  Aflacrua,  the 
bank's  senior  economist  and 
the  report’s  author. 

“For  India,  the  lessons  of 
the  future  are  clear:  promote 
growth  and  invest  much  more 
money  in  making  people 
healthier  arid  better  educated, 
and  spend  more  on  the  physi- 
cal infrastructure  which 
underpins  a country's  growth 
at  the  loral  and  national 
level.” 

■ if  India  can  maintain 
6 per  cent  annual  GpP  growth 
it  enjoyed  over  the  past  three 
years,  the  incidence  of  pov- 
erty could  drop  sharply  from 
35  per  cent  to  hardy  6 per 
cent  over  the  next  eight  years, 
he  said. 


Bridge-builder 
Cook  to  broach 
human  rights 


MfefcCummtaB-Bnie* 

In  Kuala  Lumpur 


Shanty -dwelling  Indians  stand  before  Bombay's  skyscrapers,  the  have-nots  -living  In  the  shadows  of  a constant 
reminder  of  the  affluence  from  which  they  are  excluded  photograph  sherwmcrasto 


IN  A smog-shrouded  Malay- 
sian capital  choking  cm  Its 
own  success,  Robin  Cook, 
the  British  Foreign  Secretary, 
will  be  trying  today  to  srti  a 
dynamic  New  Britain  imagu 
to  Asia  and  to  polish  the 
human  rights  credentials  of 
the  New  Labour  government 
The  first  part  of  that  mis- 
sion will  be  the  easier.  In  a 
keynote  speech  setting  out 
Britain’s  view  of  Its  role  in 
Asia,  and  in  talks  with  minis- 
ters, Mr  Cook  will  emphasise 
Britain’s  potential  as  a bridge 
into  the  region. 

It  is  the  biggest  European 
investor  in  the  area  and  Mr 
Cook  will  emphasise  the  op- 
portunities for  Asian  inves- 
tors in  a British  government 
firmly  committed  to  engage- 
ment in  Europe.  To  reinforce 
his  case,  Britain  — assuming 
the  presidency  of  the  Euro- 
pean Union  in  January  — will 
in  April  host  the  next  Asia- 
Europe  summit,  expected  to 
bring  together  more  than  20 
heads  of  government 
■ But  Mr  Cook  will  also  be 
trying  to  win  Asian  support 
for  the  notion  that,  as  he  put 
it  on  the  flight  from  London, 
“civfl.  liberties  and  open  gov- 
ernment are  not  opponents  of 
economic  progress". 

"Fart  of  the  function  of 
being  friends  is  sometimes 
candidly  expressing  views  In 
ways  which  the  other  side  can 
understand,"  he  said. 

Despite  recent  ructions  in 
bilateral  ties,  Mr  Cook  is 
likely  to  get  at  least  a polite 
sparing  when  he  meets  the 
Malaysian  prime  minster, 
Mahathir  Mohamad.  It  is 
barely  three  years  since  Dr 
Mahathir  launched  a damag- 
ing “buy  British  last”  offen- 
sive after  controversy  sur- 
rounding British  aid  for  the 
Pergau  dam  in  northern  Ma- 
laysia. It  Is  hardy  a week 
since  the  dam  was  commis- 
sioned with  evident  local  sat- 
isfaction at  British  engineer- 
ing and  without  an  echo  of 
those  rows. 

The  message  that  relations 


have  thawed  came  clearly  in 
a speech  to  businessmen  Dr 
Mahathir  gave  earlier  this 
year  extolling  British  busi- 
ness as  the  most  comfortable 
partner  for  Malaysia.  But 
there  remains  a yawning  gap 
in  approaches  to  issues  such 
as  human  rights  that  Mr  Cook 
will  struggle  to  bridge. 

Recent  turmoil  in  local  cur- 
rency and  stock  markets  may 
have  taken  some  of  the  snail 
out  of  south-east  Asia's  tiger 
economies. 

But  after  eight  years  of 
annual  economic  growth  of 
more  than  8 per  cent,  Malay- 
sia has  a keen  sense  of  its 
world  status,  and  Dr  Ma- 
hathir has  a keen  sense  that  it 
is  time  Asian  views  and 


‘Democracy  is  not 
any  better  than 
dictatorship,’  said 
Dr  Mahathir 


Aslan  values  found  more  in- 
ternational recognition. 

Mr  Cook  takes  freedoms  en- 
shrined in  the  Universal  Dec- 
laration of  Human  Rights  “to 
be  self-evident".  Dr  Mahathir 
believes  the  declaration  was 
scripted  by  and  for  the  rich 
and  should  be  re-drafted. 

In  an  interview  published 
yesterday,  he  took  the  view 
that  “democracy  Is  not  any 
better  than  dictatorship"  and 
stressed:  “We  never  believe  in 
applying  pressure  on  people 
. . . If  you  apply  sanctions  you 
punish  the  poor  for  the  sins  of 
the  government” 

That  gap  In  perceptions 
offers  scope  for  conflict  at  the 
Commonwealth  summit  in 
Edinburgh  in  October  when 
Britain  will  push  for  Nige- 
ria’s continued  suspension. 

Mr  Cook  wfll  run  into  per- 
haps greater  sensitivity  on 
human  rights  when  he  arrives 
in  Indonesia  later  today.  But 
Britain’s  new  guidelines 
restricting  arms  sales  should 
hardly  pose  a problem  as  Mr 
Cook  has  endorsed  the  sale  of. 
among  other  items,  Hawk  jets. 


Japan’s  crowded  airport 
waits  for  farmers  to  sell  up 


Sheryl  WuDumi  In  Nartta 


rOJI  KJTAHARA  is  a 
mild,  . grey -haired 
1,  but  his  75  years 
have  not  stolen  the  passion 
from  his  lifetime  dream:  to 
tear  down  Narita  airport, 
Japan’s  main  link  to  the 
world. 

“I  mean  stopping  the  air- 
planes, tearing -down  the 
buildings  and  removing  the 
runways,”  he  said. 

The  government  is  not 
about  to  scrap  sin  airport 
that  moves  25  million  pas- 
sengers into  ‘ and  out  of 
Japan  each  year.-but  Mr  Ki- 
tahara  is  the  kind  of  man 
who  can  bring  a govern- 
ment to  its  knees  — and  he 
and  a handful  of  farmers 
have  done  just  that.  - 
For  32  years,  they  have 
blocked  the  completion  of 
the  airport  by  refusing  to. 
give  up  their  land.  Most  of 
the  airport  has  been  built 
around  their  small  farming 
plots  totalling  about-  -11 
acres  — less  than  1 per  cent 
of  the  area  planned  for  the 
airport  But  Narita  is  con- 
fined to  a single  runway  be- 
cause patches  of  vegetables 
are  growing  in  the  middle 
of  where  planes  on  a second 
runway  would  take  off- 
A few  days  ago,  the  -air- 
port moved  a step  closer  to 
completion  as  two  families 
agreed  to  talk  to  the  gov- 
ernment about  spuing  and 
renting  their  land  for  use 


by  the  airport.  Mr  Kitahara 
belongs  to  one  of  four  fam- 
ilies who  are  holding  out 

Over  the  years,  the  gov- 
ernment has  tried  force, 
persuasion,  temptation, 
and  harassment  to  get  file 
land.  It  has  even  put  down 
strips  of  the  second  runway 
so  that  one  day,  when  the 
remaining  fields  are  avail- 
able, the  final  pieces  can  be 
put  in  place  quicfely. 

Many  travellers  would  be 
happy  to  dismantle  the  air- 
port, a chaotic  combination 
of  terminals  bursting  at  the 


Vegetables  are 
growing  where  a 
second  airport 
runway  should  be 


seams.  One  of  the  biggest 
problems  of  course  is  that 
Narita,  the  world’s  sixth- 
largest  airport  in  terms  of 
passenger  traffic,  has  just 
one  runway. 

Experts  say  the  conflict 
with  the  farmers  goes  hack 
to  the  beginning,  .when  the 
government  simply  an- 
nounced in  1966  that  , it 
would  build  the  airport  on 
what  was  farmland. 

The  government,  had 
every  legal  right  to  expro- 
priate the  land,  but  it  also 
assumed  that  farmers 
would  give  up  their  land 


fin:  the  new  airport  So  it 
unveiled  the  blueprint 
without  consulting  the  360 
families  who  owned  the 
land. 

Radical  protesters  seized 
on  the  issue  to  mount  an 
attack  on  the  conservative 
government  Fierce  clashes 
occurred  when  the  authori- 
ties tried  to  take  over  the 
land:  petrol  bombs  were 
thrown  and  several  people 
were  killed. 

The.  government  set  up 
checkpoints  to  monitor  the 
farming  families,  which 
hardened  their  opposition 
even  more.  Political  sup- 
porters moved  on  to  the 
land,  and  thousands  of  sym- 
pathisers purchased,  tiny 
symbolic  patches  of  the 
flaM«  to  make'  the  lanit 
more  unwieldy  for  the  gov- 
ernment to  seize. 

The  government  has  apol- 
ogised to  the  families  and 
has  officially  given  up  the 
effort  forcibly  to  take- Chafer 
land.  The  anger,  and  the  op- 
position of  the  farmers 
seeans  to  be  abating. 

But  the  New  Tokyo  Inter- 
national Airport  Authority 
Is  mounting  another  effort 
to  build  a second  runway 
by  2000 audio  complete  the 
renovation  of  part  of  the 

airport  a few  years  later. 

“T  wfll  persuade  the  farm- 
ing families,”  said  SuSumu 
Yamamoto,  the  official  in 
charge,  of  purchasing  land 
fin:  the  airport  authority.  — 
New  York  Times. 


Supersonic  race  leader 


StanonBMnrla 
Industrial  EcOtor 


JAPAN  claimed  yester- 
day It  was  making  signif- 
icant ' progress  in  the 
race  to  build  a supersonic  air- 
craft three  tinwy  the  size  of 
Concorde  — even  though 
most 1 contenders  believe  the 
cost  of  building  a successor  to 
the  ageing  Anglo-French  jet 
would  be  prohibitive  unless 
shared  by-  -all  the  world's 
aircraft-makers  and  en- 
gine companies. 

A trade  ministry  offllcial- 
said  work  on  -developing  new 
carbon-fibre  materials  for  the 


body  of  the  aircraft  would 
begin  next  year  and  added 
that  the  ministry  was  push- 
ing far  l billion  yen  (£5^5  mil- 
lion) in  ftmdlng  for  the  pro- 
ject next  year.  _ 

'It  is  another  step  forward 
far  the  realisation  of  the 
supersonic  transport,"  a min- 
istry officat  was  quoted  as 

saying. 

With  Japan  determined  , to 
extend  its  Industrial  might 
into  the  aerospace  sector,  the 
pronouncement  was  seen  as 
an  effort  to  daun  at  least  an 
equal  share  in  any  interna- 
tional effort  to  build  a new 
supersonic  jet 

It  came  in  response  to 


reports  in  the  Japanese  busi- 
ness dally,  Nihon  Kelzal 
Shlmbun,  that 'Japanese  ex- 
perts believe  a supersonic  air- 
craft that  could  carry  800  pas* 
sengers  and  cut  the  flying 
time  between  Japan  and  the 
United  States  from  eight 
hours  to  five  or  six  is  feasible. 
The  paper  said  the  plane 
would  be  able  to  travel  7,000 
miles  before  refuelling,  twice 
the  range  of  Concorde. 

Some  reports  yesterday 
spoke  of  a Japanese-built  pro- 
totype flying  in  three  to  Dye 
years,  time.  But  that  forecast 
was  treated  with  scepticism 


try  executives. 


64  Algerian 
villagers 
murdered  in 
‘night  of  hell’ 

BLOOD  still  marked  parts 
of  Beni  All  village  yester- 
day, where . survivors  had  en- 
dured a “night  of  heDT  in 
which  61  people  were  killed. 

“They  came  from  out  of  the 
mountain  crying  like  jackals. 
They  cut  off  the  electricity 
then  the  heads  of  the  people 
and  put  them  outside  the 
doors,"  a villager  told  Alge- 
ria’s A1  Khabar  newspaper. 

Thirty  erf  those  who  died.in 
Monday  night’s  two-hour 
massacre  to.  the  village,  only 
40  miles  from  Algiers,  were 
women.  The  deaths  brought 
to  more  than  180  the  number 
of  civilians  killed  in  attacks 
to  Algeria  since  Sunday. 

Hie  authorities,  have  not 

wwiffrmwt  file  attacks  — ex- 
cept for  a bomb  blast  in  an 
Algiers  market  an  Monday  to 
which  at  least  four  people 
died. 

Hours  after  the  massacre, 
the  government  warned  Alge- 
rians to  be  more  vigilant  In 
the  face  of  continuing  vio- 
lence, which  ft  blames  on 
Muslim  fundamentalists. 
About  60,000  have  been  killed 
since  January  1992,  when  the 
authorities  wmwTiiJ  a gen- 
eral election  dominated  by 
radical  Islamists. 
as  the  men  were  being 

slaughtered  in  Beni  AH.  the 
women  were  rounded  up  near 
a bus  stop,  according  to  a girl 
survivor. 

“We  heard  them  say.  Take 
the  most  beautiful  girls  and 
kill  an  the  rest",”  she  told  the 
Le  Mafin  newspaper  from  her 
hospital  bed.  T ran.  One  emp- 
tied his  pistol  at  me  text  1 was 
able  to  escape." 

Women  and  girls  as  young 
as  32  are  often  kidnapped  dur- 
ing such  attacks  to  serve  the 
gangs  as  “temporary  brides” 
before  being  discarded  and 
Wiled. 

Witnesses  said  people  from 
Beni  All  and  other  communi- 
ties tn  the  area  were  abandon- 
ing their  homes  and  heading 
for  Blida.  a garrison  town 
which  is  also  a stronghold  of 
Muslim  fundamentalists, 
about  30  miles  south  of 
Aimers. 

Some  nfffofaifl  say  the  mass 
kiiiingg  are  the  last  desperate 
acts  of  “terrorists”,  while 
other  analysts  believe  they 
are  earned  out  to  create  such 
honor  that  even  Algeria’s 
heavily  censored  press  would 
have  to  carry  -reports,  on 
them.  — Reuter. 
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A catalogue  of  blunders 

It’s  high  time  Tony  Blair  told  MI5  who  is  the  boss 


FOR  FIVE  YEARS,  wrote  Peter  Wright 
in  Spycatcher,  “we  bugged  and  burgled 
our  way  across  London  at  the  State’s 
behest”.  Is  it  any  better  today?  To  judge 
from  this  week's  disclosures  by  the 
former  MI5  man  David  Shayler,  bug- 
ging and  burgling,  inspired  by  suspi- 
cions closer  to  paranoid  fantasy  than  to 
fact,  are  flourishing  still  in  the  nineties. 

Why  does  it  still  exist  this  great  | 
library  of  error,  with  its  bulging  files  of 1 
information,  wrong  even  when  it  was 
gathered,  and  now  in  various  cases,  like  j 
that  of  our  deputy  foreign  editor,  admit- 
ted to  be  wrong?  Two  years  ago  the 
parliamentary  ombudsman  taxed  the 
Home  Office  about  MIS’s  records  on 
individuals,  said  to  number  between 
500,000  and  a million.  First  the  Home 
Office  said  that  it  did  not  know  how 
many  there  were.  Then  it  said  that  it 
did,  but  it  wasn’t  telling.  Didn’t  anyone 
in  government  ask,  at  that  moment, 
why  all  these  files  existed  and  what 
they  contained?  There  are  genuine 
problems  here.  If  you  need  a security 
service  — and  few  would  dispute  that 
you  do,  for  a limited,  closely  regulated, 
carefully  monitored  range  of  activities 
— then  there  have  to  be  secrets.  That’s 
the  one  reservation  about  the  otherwise 
attractive  and  desirable  course  of  giv- 
ing all  citizens  an  absolute  right  to 
know  the  information  that’s  held  on 
them.  But  what  the  public  quite  clearly 
has  a right  to  demand  is  that  security 
operations  should  be  conducted  by 
people  of  adequate  competence  and 
level-headed  judgment;  and  that  MI5 
should  exercise  a decent  respect  for  the 
democracy  it  is  charged  with  protect- 
ing. The  service  has  failed  those  tests 
quite  spectacularly  for  decades.  If  this 
week’s  disclosures  are  any  guide,  it 
continues  to  fail  them  now. 

There  have  always  been  problems 
with  staffing.  The  tradition  of  recruit- 
ment by  secret  trysts  in  improbable 
places  with  those  whose  names  came  up 


I on  the  old  boy  net  has  been  changed. 
! Now  they  even use  Press  advertise- 
ments. Yet  the  . story  of  Mr  Shayler’s 
own  recruitment  .—  snapped  up  by  MI5 
after  the  Sunday  Times  had  rejected 
him  — is  hardly  encouraging.  As  for 
democratic  control,  that  means 
effective  oversight  by  Parliament  and 
by  Government,  and  a readiness  by  the 
security  services  to  listen  to  both  with 
proper  respect  and  to  honour  what  they 
say.  And  that  in  turn  must  imply  ditch- 
ing a cherished  tradition  that  the  secu- 
rity services  operate  best  when  spared 
such  annoying  constraints.  That  files 
are  still  maintained  on  senior  ministers 
like  Jack  Straw  and  Harriet  Harman 
and  Peter  Mandelson  is  not  really  so 
bizarre  when  one  remembers  the  way 
that  some  in  the  service  sought  to  bring 
down  Harold  Wilson  — and,  it  now 
appears,  kept  files  on  Ted  Heath  be- 
cause he  was  keen  on  rapprochement 
Yet  if  there  is  still  a culture  which 
sees  itself  as  above  its  political  masters, 
that  is  because  successive  governments 
and  parliaments  have  failed  to  stand  up 
for  themselves.  That  there’s  now  a par- 
liamentary committee  with  oversight  of 
the  security  service  is  an  advance, 
though  there’s  little  scope  for  the  out- 
side world  to  assess  its  use.  especially 
when  its  reports  having  raised  a rele- 
vant question  are  forced  to  cloak  the 
answer  in  a forest  of  asterisks.  But 
what  has  been  most  disturbing  this 
week  is  the  silence  of  senior  politicians. 
Maybe  the  Labour  front  bench  has  been 
waiting  for  Tony  Blair  to  get  home. 
Now  he  is,  be  should  waste  no  time  in 
showing  them  who  is  boss,  defining  the 
purpose  they  are  set  there  to  serve,  and 
pledging  himself1,  to  crush  waste  and 
incompetence  here  as  everywhere  else. 
History  suggests  that  those  who  work 
in  the  dark  will  only  conform  with 
instructions  whe;n  they  fear  exposure 
and  retribution  .for  malpractice.  We 
seem  to  be  a fair  way  short  of  that  now. 


The  forgotten  billion  in  Asia 

Economic  growth  must  be  geared  to  benefit  the  poorest 


POVERTY  is  declining  faster  in  Asia 
than  anywhere  else,  the  World  Bank 
proclaims  in  a new  report  — but  there 
are  still  nearly  one  billion  Asians  below 
the  poverty  line.  Isn’t  there  some  slight 
contradiction  here?  In  fact  it  is  a mas- 
sive one  which  reflects  the  real  world  of 
modem  development  In  which  eco- 
nomic growth  seems  to  widen  rather 
than  lessen  the  gap  between  rich  and 
poor.  Large  parts  of  Asia  have  been  | 
praised  in  glowing  terms  as  models  for 
development  the  famous  little  tigers 
are  joined  by  China  and  to  some  extent 
now  India  as  exemplars  for  the  West 
Yet  35  per  cent  of  all  Indians  subsist  on 
less  than  the  equivalent  of  one  US 
dollar  a day,  and  20  per  cent  do  so 
across  East  Asia  — in  China  the  per- 
centage is  one-third.  The  crude  totals 
are  staggering:  over  half  a billion  of 
South  Asians  and  more  than  450  mil- 
lions of  East  Asians  live  below  this 
poverty  line.  The  figures  are  much 
worse  when  disaggregated:  inland 
China,  northeast  Thailand  and  the  east- 
ern islands  of  Indonesia  lag  far  behind; 
India's  rural  and  urban  poor  form  the 
majority  in  some  states  and  cities.  As  a 
separate  report  on  India  issued  yester- 
day by  the  bank  remarks,  this  burden 
of  poverty  imposes  an  “oppressive 
weight”  upon  the  country. 

The  World  Bank  has  come  a long  way 
in  recent  years  towards  acknowledging 
that  economic  growth  is  not  the  sole 
measurement  of  human  progress,  and 
that  reducing  poverty  cannot  be  left  to 
the  trickling-down  of  newly  generated 


wealth  through  society.  Even  the  statis- 
tics of  poverty  have  been  revised  up- 
wards — in  China  from  100  million  to 
more  than  300  million.  (India  has  al- 
most doubled  its  estimate  of  those  be- 
low the  line.)  In  its  report  on  poverty 
reduction  earlier  this  year,  the  Bank 
recognised  that  other  measures  would 
be  required.  First,  “prevailing  condi- 
tions must  enable  the  poor  to  partici- 
pate in  economic  growth,”  and  second, 
it  is  essential  to  ensure  that  “the  bene- 
fits of  growth  favour  the  poor  dispro- 
portionately.'* This  is  fine  in  theory, 
but  just  how  can  the  new  Asian  elites  be 
persuaded  to  apply  this  principle  of 
reverse  discrimination  to  the  creation 
of  wealth? 

Presenting  the  two  reports,  the  World 
Bank’s  managing  director  has  placed 
the  need  for  investment  in  “human 
capital",  such  as  health  and  education, 
on  the  same  level  with  sound  monetary 
policy  and  industrial  investment  This 
is  a healthy  reversion  to  earlier  devel- 
opmental thinking  which  attached 
more  importance  to  non-growth  factors. 
But  it  remains  to  be  shown  just  how  the 
prevailing  model  of  a globalised  market 
will  deliver  the  goods  to  Asia’s  poor  and 
backward  areas.  The  surpluses  which  it 
generates  are  more  likely  to  be  si- 
phoned off  by  corrupt  politicians  and 
the  new  middle  classes.  Nor  is  there 
any  guarantee  that  the  present  high 
growth  rates  will  last  This  is  a prob- 
lem, like  ihe  poor  themselves,  which 
will  not  disappear:  the  great  rethinking 
must  go  farther. : 


Aiming  at  the  vulnerable  targets 

Children  need  to  be  shielded  from  television  commercials 


PARENTS  may  believe  it  could  not  get 
worse:  the  insidious  way  in  which  chil- 
dren’s consumer  preferences  are  ma- 
nipulated and  massaged  by  the  adver- 
tising industry.  A recent  survey  found 
children  in  Britain  exposed  to  more 
television  advertising  for  sweets,  junk 
food  and  fizzy  drinks  than  in  any  other 
European  country.  An  average  of  10 
food  and  drink  adverts  an  hour  appear 
on  Britain's  commercial  stations  dur- 
ing children’s  programmes  compared  to 
four  in  the  Netherlands,  two  in  Belgium 
and  just  one  in  Austria.  More  costly 
still  is  the  way  teenagers  are  steered 
towards  designer  jeans,  expensive 
trainers  or  exorbitantly  expensive  sun- 
glasses. Can  no-one  restore  the  ethos  of 
the  swinging  '60s  when  the  coolest 
people  had  faded  cut-off  jeans,  cheap 
shoes  and  second-hand  shirts?  Now 
Saatchi  & Saatchi  is  planning  to  set  up 
a London  division  that  specialises  in 
marketing  to  children.  Saatchi’s  chair- 


man declared  yesterday  that  there  were 
too  many  “hideously  bad  commercials 
for  kids".  Most, parents  would  agree, 
but  for  different  reasons  than  Saatchi’s 
chairman. 

A new  code,  introduced  in  1995,  was 
supposed  to  have  imposed  tougher  con- 
trols on  the  advertising  of  sweets.  The 
Advertising  Standards  Authority  is 
supposed  to  be  policing  it  and  has  been 
given  power  to  stop  campaigns  or  order 
changes.  Yet,  to  the  despair  of  conscien- 
tious dentists,  the  old  trick  of  ngtng 
cartoon  figures  or  celebrities  to  win 
over  allegiances  continues.  Most 
people  assume  there  is  nothing  that  can 
be  done.  Yet  in  Sweden  adverts  aimed 
at  children  are  almost  unknown  and  in 
Norway  they  are  banned.  British  minis- 
ters have  been  too  scared  of  being 
tagged  by  the  rightwing  press  as  “inter- 
fering nannies”  to  have  followed  suit 
Alas,  they  do  not  realise  how  popular 
such  interference  might  be. 


Some  eruptions 
over  Montserrat 

THE  history  of  volcanic- 
island  evacuations  offers 
little  comfort  for  Montserra- 
tians  who,  their  actions, 
have  seemed  to  pre-empt  the 
pitDaHs  (Minister  to  visit  vol- 
cano island,  August  27). 

Of  2J90Q  people  evacuated 
from  Nina  Fo’ou  (Tonga)  in 
1946, 1,800  voted  not  to  go  (but : 
did  so  with  the  majority)  and  1 
half  of  that  number  eventu- 
ally went  back.  The  popula- 
tion evacuated  from  Tristan 
da  Cun  ha  in  1962  all  returned 
after  two.  years.  The  28,000 
population  of  St  Pierre  on 
Martinique  in  1902  died  be- 
cause there  was  no-  evacua- 
tion (tiie  mayor  among  them, 
who  stayed  to  demonstrate 
their  safety!}.  Sonfriere  on  St 
Vincent  in  1979  caused  the 
temporary  evacuation  within 
the  Island  of  up  to  20,000 
people  and  virtually  the  en- 
tire population  survived. 

Assisted  evacuation 
requires  iassisted  repatria- 
tion. Redevelopment  of  the 
island  -(lxL  the  north)  would 
seem  to  be  long  overdue  and 
an  economically  sensible  op- 
tion. Whilst  there  is  Montser- 
ratian will  to  remain,  there 
should  be.  political  will  to  as- 
sist them  jb  do  s o. 

James  Lewis. 

101  High  Street 
Marshfield. 

Nr  Chippenham, 

Wiltshire  SN14  8LT. 

I REJOICED  at  Clare  Short’s 
appointment  as  Interna- 
tional Development  Secre- 
tary. believing  the  job  to  he 
safe  In  caring  hands.  I am, 
therefore,  very  disappointed 
at  her  handling  of  the  crisis 
in  Montserrat,  which  has 
stumbled  from  incompetent 
to  insulting. 

The  majority  of  the  people 
whose  lives  have  been  devas- 
tated by  the  Soufriere  Hills 
Volcano  have  been  patiently 
living  In  terrible  conditions 
for  over  two  years.  They  have 
behaved  with  a dignity  and 
stoicism  I doubt  many  of  us 
could  manage  if  we  lost  our 
homes  and  communities,  let 
alone  cope  with  the  stress  of  a 
violent  and  unpredictable  vol- 
cano afew  miles  away. 

May  I suggest  Ms  Short 
goes  to  Montserrat  as  soon  as 
she  can,  and  explains  to  the 
people  crammed  Into  the 
north  of  their  island  just 
where  £40  mill  ion  has  been 
spent  I think  she  would  find 
it  difficult  but  at  least  it  may 
give  her  back  some 
credibility. 

G Bennett. 

5 Cooper  Close, 

Chipping  Norton. 

IF  the  Government’s  reaction 
to  Montserrat  shows  any- 
thing about  the  Labour  Party . 
in  office,  it  shows  that  in  par- 
ticular areas  it  still  has  a lot 
to  learn;:  The  lack  of  states- 
manship and  sensitivity  dem- 
onstrated by  the  Secretary  for 
International  Development  is 
certainly,  evidence  of  this. 
However^  the  key  issue  is  the 
lack  Of  an  overall  government 
strategy  in  responding  to  the 
needs  o£  & people  in  extreme 
difficulty. 

(dir)  Jfinnette  Arnold. 

3 Old  Stable  Mews, 

MoontgrOVe  Road, 

London  N52LR. 

ISN'T  this  the  MP  who  de- 
Inounced  the  “dark”  side  of 
Tony  Blair's  advisers?  Last 
week’s  Observer  quoted  her 
as  saying:  "People  In  Britain 
do  not  get  compensation  if 
they  suffer.” 

Talk  about  a dark  side. 

Dave  Powtcke. 

44  Queens  Road, 

Minster,  Sbereness,  Kent 

THE  quotation  from  the  sci- 
I entists’  report  on  the 
Montserrat  volcano  quoted  by 
George . Foulkes  (Letter, 
August.  26). deserves  to  be 
framed  as  . a perfect  example 
Sir  • Humphry-speak  for 
“We  haven't  a due.” 
JDManson. 

Chez  Durand,  Coutures, 

24320  VerieQlac,  France. 


More  of  your  conspiracy 

THE  latest  revelations  i fidence  Is  to  destroy  the  | quenfiy  been  used  In  the  ga] 
from  David  Shayler  organisation  which  generated  witch-hunts  which  continm 
about  MB  (MI5  “kept  file  them  In  the  military.  Fortunately 


THE  latest  revelations 
from  David  Shayler 
about  MB  (MB  “kept  file 
on  Heath’.  August  27)  tell  us 
noHiing  we  didn't  already 
know  about  how  It  operates. 
The  reactions  have  missed 
the  critical  point  in  so  for  as 
such  a shamhniir  organisa- 
tion serves  any  purpose,  it  is 
one  which  is  incompatible 
with  the  principles  of  a lib- 
eral democracy. 

As  a campiigwy  against 
political  discrimination  in 
employment  as  practised  not 
only  by  MB  but  by  the  Eco- 
nomic League  and  its  succes- 
sor company.  Caprim,  I have 
every  sympathy  with  your 
correspondents  who  criticise 
from  personal  experience  this 
aspect  of  MB’s  operations. 
But  Freedom  of  Information 
legislation,  or  extension  of 
the  data-protection  legisla- 
tion, is  not  the  answer  to 
inappropriate  or  incompetent 
political  employment  vetting. 
Political  discrimination  in 
employment  can  only  be  dealt 
with  by  legislation  that  pro- 
hibits discrimination  an  the 
bams  of  the  actual  or  sup- 
posed political  views  of  the 
potential  employee. 

I disagree  with  Maurice 
Frankel  (Commentary. 
August  27).  Although  I 
strongly  support  the  principle 
of  a Freedom  of  Information 
Act  and  would  be  curious  to 
see  my  own  MB  file,  I don’t . 
want  to  correct  any  inaccura- 
cies in  it.  r.Just  want  ft  de- 1 
strayed.  But  the  only  way  to 
destroy  the  files  with  any  con- | 
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fidence  Is  to  destroy  the 
organisation  which  generated 

Mike  HugheS- 
29  North  dose, 

Leeds  LS8  2NE. 

SAMUEL  Porter  (Letters, 
August  27)  asks  whether 
the  rumours  about  the  exis- 
tence of  frie  “Pink  list”  of1 
known  or  suspected  homosex- 
uals are  true.  Among  my 
members  arid  cMflPti  are  for- 
mer intelligence  staff  and  i 
senior  officers  who 'regularly 
worked  with  MB,  MB  and 
Special  Branch-  Some  of  us 
have  had  first-hand  experi- 
ence of  the  files  these  agencies 
hold. 

The  “Pink  List”  does  indeed 
exist  Detailed  therein  are  not 
just  those  who  play  leading 
roles  in  Britain.  The  private 
sexual  preferences  of  ordinary 

citizens  are  also  listed,  cross- 
referenced  to  any  partners  or 
gay  contacts  known  to  the 
agencies.  The  list  is  updated 
by  MB  and  the  police,  ..-who 
regularly  pass  across  informa- 
tion. To  give  butane  example, 
following  thp  murder  of  .a  ho- 
mosexual In  Plymouth,  the 
police  gained  much  knowl- 
edge of  those  who  comprised 
the  local  gay  community.  All 
those  names,  none  of  whom 
were  suspects,  were  passed  to 
the  intelligence  services  and 
found  their  way  on  to  the 
“Pink  List”. 

The  list  was  routinely  ac- 
cessed by  members  of  mili- 
tary Intelligence  and  has.  to 
my  certain  knowledge,  fre- 


quently been  used  In  tbe  gay 
witch-hunts  which  continue 
In  tbe  military.  Fortunately, 
being  on  the  list  does  not  pre- 
vent one  from  achieving  a 
career  as  a Secretary  of  State. 
Duncan  Lnsttg-Prean. 
(Former  Commander, 

Royal  Navy.) 

Chair,  Rank  Outsiders. 

BCM  Box  8431,. 

London  WClN  3XX- 

JL  S THE  journalist  involved 
#%in  the  security  check  an 
Nigel  Calder  (Letters,  August 
27)  in  1954. 1 was  delighted  to 
read  that  his  career  was  not 
blighted  by  the  result  Them  a 
22-year-okl  reporter  on  the 
Simon  rheum  Advertiser, 

I had  covered  his  father's 
speech.  After  publication  of 
my  reporta  local  police  super- 
intendent arrived  at  our  office 
with  * man  in  plain  clothes  he 
introduced  as  “from  Special 
Branch".  The  man  explained ' 
that  Nigel  Calder  was  being 
vetted  because  he  was  seeking 
a sensitive  job.  He  then  ques- 
tioned me  about  Ritchie  Cal- 
der’s  .speech,  and  asked 
whether  1 thought  Ritchie  Cal- 
der was  subversive. 

I replied  emphatically  that  1 1 
didn't  think  there  was  any- 
thing subversive  about  the 
speech  or  the  man.  But  I 
wasn’t  happy  about  the  whole 
procedure  in  which  I had  be- 
come involved,  and  decided  to 
raise  it  in  my  weekly  column 
I wrote  there  that  while  the 
Special  Branch,  man  seemed 
wholly  reasonable,  the  vetting 
of  a son  because  of  a speech 


made  by  his  fetber  was  quite 
inappropriate  in  a democracy. 
David  SpaulL 
Cherrystone  House, 

Church,  Road,  Worth, 

Crawley,  Sussex  RHio  7RT. 

I WAS  national  secretary  of 
the  Young  Communist 
League  from  1946  to  50  when  1 
stood  against  Churchill  as 
Communist  candidate  in 
Woodford,  so  I am  sure  MB 
has  a flat  file  on  me;  though  I 
am  now  8L  it  is  probably  still 
active.  After  all,  I am  into 
community . campaigning 
(surely  subversive),  and  am  a 
member  of  tbe  Labour  Party, 
like  Peter  Mandelson.  which 
is  very  suspicious. 

Open  the  files  and  letns  see 
the  mishmash  of  inaccuracy 
and  nonsense  they  contain. 
TfeU  MB  to  shut  up  shop,  or  at 
least  reorganise  ft  so  that  it 
directs  its  energies  to  track- 
ing down  terrorists.  City 
money  fiddlers,  corrupt  pol- 
iticians and  bent  coppers. 
BiUBrodkBc 
59  Hastings  Road,  . . 

Sheffield  S72GT.  - 

GAN  I assume  that  Peter 
Mandelson  will  now  be 
pressing  for  a Freedom  of  In- 
formation Bill? 

P JLunn. 

3 Forge  Road, 

Kenilworth,  Warks. 

MfHAT  IS  the  point  of 
iw  MIS? 

Ken  MacIntyre. 

26  Shepherds  Lane, 

Gufldfbrd  GU2  6SL. 


A crash  course  for  Hattersley 

MY  friend  Roy  Hattersley  | Of  course  there,  are  c 
wrongly  accuses  minis-  factors  at  work,  and  we 


Their  morals  amaze  us  too 

I HOPE  that  the  producers  of  I Moral  maze.  I had  very  muc 
Radio  4’s  Moral  Maze  pay  the  same  experience  of  aba 


■Radio  4’s  Moral  Maze  pay 
close  attention  to  Linda 
Grant’s  article  (Maze  that’s 
lost  its  way,  August  28).  There  1 
is  no  doubt  that  the  issues  | 
which,  are  discussed  on  tills  i 
programme  need  to  be  dis- 
cussed. but  the  panelists  have  i 
amply  demonstrated  that  they 
are  not  the  appropriate  people 
to  lead  such  a discussion.  I 

I used  to  be  a fan,  but  now  1 1 
find  listening  to  these  panel- 
ists a most  painful  exercise. 
Stop  the  Week  often  provides 
me  with  new  information  and  , 
an  interesting  discussion  j 
about  different  points  of  view. ! 
AH  that  the  Moral  Maze  pro- 
vides is  ignorance  masquerad- 
ing as  knowledge  and  preju- 
dice masquerading  as  wisdom.  I 
None  of  the  panelists  under- 
stands the  meaning  of  good 
manners,  and  none  has  ever 
discovered  that  the  best  way  i 
cf  revealing  another  person’s 
feutty  reasoning  is  by  simple 
questioning,  not  by  harangue 
and  attack.  Their  lack  of 
understanding  of  scientific 
method  and  their  ignorance  of 
science,  particularly  psychol- 
ogy, is  breathtaking. 

Such  a panel  should  be  com- 
posed of  people  wen  versed  in 
the  methods  of  sceptical  in- 
quiry, people  who  understand 
the  reasons  for  the  extreme 
rarity  of  absolute  truths,  and 
who  are  not  afraid  to  Sice  the 
uncertainty  of  a world  where 
Issues  are  never  simple  I can- 
not believe  that  the  BBC  can- 
not find  four  such  people.  I 
could,  just  from  my  friends 
and  colleagues. 

Dorothy  Rowe. 

40  Highbury  Grove, 

London  N52AG. 

I HAVE  a good  deal  of  sympa- 
thy with  Linda  Grant’s  ac- 
count of- her  treatment  at  the 
hands  of.  the  mafia  of  the 


Moral  maze.  I had  very  much  i 
the  same  experience  cf  abuse 
and  humiliation,  when  I was 
Invited  to  be  a witness  on  an 
earlier  programme.  I got  a 
large  postbag  of  sympathetic 
letters,  deploring  tbe  persis- 
tent attempts  to  distort  what  I 
was  trying  to  say  against  a 
barrage  of  interruption  and 
heckling.  This  may  be  a happy 
arena  for  a ritual  and  cheap 
display  of  arrogant  intellec- 
tual karate,  but  it  kills  any  at- 
tempt to  Illuminate  ambigu- 
ous or  nuanced  moral  issues 
and  devalues  the  coinage  of 
public  debate. 

HGDltidnBOXL  * 

22  St  Peter’s  Road, 

Cirencester  GL71RG. 


Chain  reaction 


I Vlwrongly  accuses  minis- 
ters at  the  Department  for 
Education  and  Employment  of 
being  uninterested  in  the 
facts,  while  being  rather  ca- 
sual with  them  himself  (Why 
education  in  Kent  is  in  crisis, 
August  26). 

In  criticising  tbe  Govern- 
ment for  focusing  on  educa- 
tional standards  rather  than 
structures,  Roy  alleges  that  we 
have  foiled  to  identffy  schools 
in  Rent  as  “among  the  miscre- 
ants who  must  be  buoyed  Into 
improvement1’  while  suppos- 
edly ridding  the  likes  of  Lewi- 
sham arnfl  Tower  Hamlets. 
Wrong  on  both  counts,  Roy. 
The  list  of  18  schools  giving 
cause  for  serious  concern 
(published  in  May)  contained 
two  schools  from  Kent,  but 
none  from-  Lewisham  or 
Tower  Hamlets.  By  drawing 
attention  to  schools  that  are 
performing  poorly,  Roy  ac- 
knowledges the  benefits  of 
publishing  examination 
results  as  one  indicator  of  edu- 
cation standards. 


A Country  Diary 


Of  course  there  are  other 
factors  at  work,  and  we  are 
firmly  committed  to  introduc- 
ing full  value-added  indicators 
in  the  performance  tables 
from  next  year.  And  It  is  not 
Just  at  age  16  that  parents 
want  to  know  how  their  child 
is  doing.  That’s  why  we  are 
introducing  baseline  assess- 
ment for  five-year-olds  and 
challenging  literacy  and 
numeracy  targets  for  all  11- 
year-olds. 

Tbe  last  government  wasted 
millions  on  school  structures, 
particularly  with  their  extra 
flmding  for  tlw  wrt+ing  up  and 
running  of  grant-maintained 
schools.  This  Government  is 
determined  to  raise  standards 

and  increase  the  proportion  of 

our  nutiwffi  Income  spent  on 
education  over  a five-year  Par- 
liament How’s  that  for  redis- 
tribution, Roy? 

(Dr)  Kim  Howells. 
Parliamentary  Under- 
secretary of  Stale: 

DEEE,  Sanctuary  Buildings, 
Great  Smith  Street,"  ~ 

London  SW1P8BT. 


I has  not  endorsed  the  lava- 
tory-cistern Hippo  (Society, 
August  20,  but  this  is  for 
practical  reasons,  such  as  its 
large  size  and  the  possibility 
that  its  design  may  compro- 
mise the  efficiency  of  lavatory 

flushing 

AW  has  instead  developed 
its  own  water-saving  device 
for  lavatory  cisterns  which  is 
available  free  of  charge  to 
customers. 

Ben  Welsh. 

Head  of  Corporate  Affoirs, 
Anglian  Water. 

Anglian  House, 

Ambury  Road, 

Huntingdon. 

Cambs  P£i8  6NZ. 

Wo  do  not  publish  letters  where 
only  an  e-mail  address  is 
supplied;  please  Include  a full 
postal  address.  We  may  edit 
letters;  shorter. ones  are  more 
Hkety  to  appear.  We  regret  we 
cannot  acknowledge  those  not 
used. 


PXKESTON  FELL,  Weartiale: 
This  evening  the  heather 
moorland  — not  quite  in  flail 
flower  — was  a gently  undu- 
lating sea  of  pale  purple, 
merging  Into  the  pearly  grey 
heat  haze  on  the  horizon. 
We’d  come  to  look  for  the 
colony  of  plasterer  bees,  Col- 
letts succtota,  that  we  found 
here  several  years  ago.  Then 
there  were  just  a few  hundred 
individuals,  tunnelling  intn  a 
small  patch  of  sandy  soiL 
Now  this  has  become  a major 
mining  operation,  with  thou- 
sands of  bees  tunnelling  into 
a 400  yar&fong  bank  created 
by  erosion  from  wind,  rain 
and  fiie  wheels  of  form  vehi- 
cles. The  bees’  brief  nesting 
season  is  synchronised  with 
the  flowering  of  the  heather. 
While  we  watched,  some  bees 
shuttled  between  their  nest 
holes  and  the  heather 
blossom,  carrying  pollen  and 
nectar  as  provisions  fbr  grubs 
that  will  spend  the  winter 
sealed  in  their  underground 
tunnels.  In  other  places  fren- 
zied mining  activity  was  still 
underway.  First  a bee  disap- 


peared into  a hole  then,  a few 
seconds  later,  tiny,  spurts  of 
sand  erupted  from  the  en- 
trance as  the  miner  reversed 
towards  the  daylight,  kicking 
soil  backwards  as  it  worked 
its  way  to  Hie  surface.  For  a 
brief  moment  its  black,  and 
white  tai 1 emerged;  only  to 
disappear-  again  as  the  bee 
plunged  backomderaround,  to 
tunnel  deeper.Thedry,  sandy 
soil  makes  for  easy  digging, 
but  the  tunnels  are  prone  to 
frequentcdlU^ees,  so  the  bees 
plaster  the  walls  with  a sticky 
coating  to  shore,  up  the  roof 
ami  walls:- During  the  next 
few  weeks,  insect  activity  on 
the  moorland  will  reach  a 
crescendo  as  the  heather 
comas  Into  full  bloom.  The 
knee-high  forests  of  gnarled 
h?pthor  bushes  are  already 
seething  with  hoverflies, 
bumblebees,  . craneflles. 
moths,  and  email  tortoiseshell 
and  red  admiral  butterflies, 
while  the  air  Is  foil  of  winged 
black  ants  that  .are  emerging 
from  their  nests  to  begin  thou 
brief  mating  flights. 

- PHIL  OATES 
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Emily  Barr 


THE  Diary's  competi- 
tion to  win  a 'week’s  ac- 
commodation to 
Brighton  for  the  Labour 
conference  is  rocked  by 
recriminations.  Last  week, 
Annie  Brenton  wrote  from 


- goodbye  Britain 


worthy  of  the  prhe  because 
2 gave  np  my  job  to  fight 
the  election  and  am  now  mir 
employed”.  However,  sev- 
eral correspondents  have 

taken  her  to  task.  "Mrs 

Brenton’s  employers  in  Bi- 
aeford  undertook  ‘downsiz- 
ing* and  relocation  a few 
weeks  before  the  election.  * 
writes  an  indignant  Mrs 

Margaret  Mugford.  “She 
was  one  of those  made 
redundant  (a  fact  she  did 
not  appraise  the  constitn- 
ency  of).”  Investigations 
suggest  she  did.  Indeed, 
take  redundancy.  Next, 
everyone  points  out  that 
Annie  and  her  husband 
David  drive  a VW  camper 
van,  countering  the  rinim 
that  she  is  “fiaced  with  the 
prospect  of  sleeping  on  the 
beach”.  Jumping  into 
the  mel£e  Is  David  himself; 
who  foxes  to  say  he  is  stand- 
ing against  Mandy  in  the 
NEC  elections  and  upholds 
the  “sleeping  on  the  beach" 
line  in  order  to  make  Jokes 
about  crabs.  On  the  phone, 
however,  he  crumbles, 
pleading:  “Our  camper  van 
Is  very  spartan.  "This  is 

Pleasantly  Hke  the  Archers: 
details  as  they  emerge. 

JR  FTER  yesterday’s 
II  Item  about  personal 
kept  by  political 
parties.  Mastermind  final- 
ist Richard  Heller  reveals 
that  he  has  discovered  to  his 
chagrin  that,  despite  years 
of  naughtiness.  Labour  does 
not  hold  a file  on  him — he 
paid  the  standard  fee  to 

Check.  **gqr  «n  nflftHinmri 

£10,”  he  writes  to  Roger 
Hough,  Information  Sys- 
tems Manager  at  the  Labour 
Party,  “could  you  get  the 
Excalibur  people  to  make 
the  following  entry  about 
me?”  There  follows  a 
proudly  Old  Labour  CV,  cul- 
minating in  the  note  that  he 
has  “expressed  (repeatedly, 
on  licensed  premises)  the 
view  that  ’Peter  Mandelson 
is  a very  conceited  person 
with  a great  deal  to  be  mod- 
est about’."  We  await  an 
answer. 

M S the  conference  sea- 
son  approaches,  jour- 
^^^naltets  recall  the  fire 
alarm  at  a Brighton  hotel 
last  year.  Everyone  duly 
trooped  out  and  lined  up: 
Imiiginp  fhi>  nrpwdiumr 

surprise  when  thohead- 
cotint  revealed  not  only 
that  everyone  was  present, 
but  that  there  were  no 
fewer  than  52  extra  people 
on  the  premises. 

I ORE  tales  arrive 
about  English  due- 
I lessness  concerning 
Scottish  geography  (a  rich 
vein,  it  seems).  A reporter 
from  the  Express  was 
apparently  advised,  oh  ar- 
riving on  the  Scottish  beat, 
that  she  should  claim 
"reverse  mileage"- The 
reasoning  Is  as  follows: 
Scotland  is  a strange  land, 
full  of  twisting  country 
roads  and  odd  alleys.  There- 
fore you  will  get  lost  aH  the 
time,  and  will  frequently 
have  to  reverse  your  car. 

This  will  not  show  up  on  the 
odometer,  so  yon  may  sub- 
mit substantial  extra  ex- 
pense claims  to  cover  it 
And,  they  say,  it  worked. 

Y eye  is,  unusually, 
drawn  towards  the 
chess  column  on 
page  21  of  the  Telegraph. 

Over  a story  about  Eng- 
land‘stop  three  chess  play- 
ers Is  a timely  headline: 
“Demotion  likely  for 
Short". 

THE  Diary  has  been 
deeply  baffled  by  Lost 
Highway,  the  David 
Lynch  film.  Allegory  or 
dream?  Who  was  the 

strange  man;  and  where  did 
the  pom  come  into  tt?  We 
are  simply  not  clever 
enough,  so  1magl.ne.onr  de- 
Ught  when  the  following 
day  the  electronic  switch- 
hoard  at  the  Odeon  offered  a 
“brief  summary”  of  film 
plots.  After  hearing  that 
Bean  is  a "Comedy  P1  we  ea- 
gerly awaited  the  one-sen- 
tence explanation  ofLost 

Highway.  “We’re  sorry,” 
apologised  the  electronic 
man.  “but  the  synopsis 
for  this  fllm  is  not  available 
at  the  moment.”  Love  to  see 
the  drafts,  though.  - 

JR  S the  row  in  Montser- 
mm  rat  rages,  mv  eye  is 
J^^fccaughthya  TV  drama 
showing  next  Sunday  and 
Monday.  Anyone  able  to 

receive  Channel  5 can  sit 

backandenjoy  "Robin. 

Cook’s  Invasion”. 

'4pen3crMr  Msflaree 

firmikwicwNV^  Mt* 


Commentary 


Jonathan 

Freedland 

irv  Edinburgh 


THE  “dale  with  destiny” 
is  Just  two  weeks  away. 
On  September  11  the 
people  of  Scotland  will 
vote  on  a for  their  future, 
ytog  aye  or  nae  to  home 
le.  But  the  day  will  repre- 
sent something  larger1  »wri 
more’  feteful,  too:  a referen- 
dum on  Britain  itself  For  the 
changes  now  afoot  In  Edin- 
burgh, Arbroath  and  Inver- 
ness are  about  much  more 
than  Scotland.  They  are  proof 
that  the  invented  idea  Of  Brit- 
ishness— which  hasbound.  us 
all  together  for  the  best  part  ctf 
four  centuries  — is  finally 
melting.  More  evidence  has 
come  this  week  with  word 
that  Tony  Blair  is  poring  over 
a Demos  pamphio*  which  pro- 
poses a new  “brand"  far  Brit- 
ain, casting  off  the  staid  imag- 
ery of  old.  Clearly  the 
cangalgntotevdlntionisnot 
just  about  “them”,  it’s  about 
us. 

Through  the  tinggteh  days 


of  Angqst  ithas-gpemed  a less 
high-blown  transess.  Paisley 
sewed  jhs  pattern  of  sleaze 
eat^:  saddling  Labour  and  the 
devolution  cause  with  the 
chazgEr  mat  a Scottish,  parlia- 
ment-would  simply  be  a haven. 

fin:  mrttH^hiwnfH  Tommy 

Graham  and  his  Hk.  Labour 
has  not  yet  washed  that  dirty 
laundry  — . but  the  party 
bosses  reckon  they’ve  stashed 
ft  away  well  .enough  to  hide 
bHtiV  tfn  after  polling  day. 
Now  the  debate  has  moved  on 
to-cash:  win  at1  Scottish  Parlia- 
ment, armed  with  the -right  to 
tax  three  more'  pennies  in  the 
pound  -than-  Westminster, 
scare  , off  outside  investors? 
Among  foe  number-crunchers 
pnd  pnlffiral  arwralr^  the  Ob- 

gftggion  .is  turnout  — and 
whether  there  will  be  enough 
Yes  votes  to  count  as  a moral 
mandate  tor  sdf-govemment 

What  all  these  discussions 
have  in  wwinwi;  and  what  in- 
fiises  toe  current  atmosphere 
of  Scottish  politics,  is  fits  be- 
lief that  devointion  is  a 
deal.  Polls  show  68  per  cent  of 
Scots  likely  to  vote  Yes  on  the 
first  question,  establishing  a 
jartiawni  in  Edinburgh.  The 
second,  oh  tax-varying  power, 
is  more  finely-balanced,  but 
No  campaigners  are  expecting 
few  miracles. 

The  debate  is  quiet  because 
ICs  already  been  won.  Scot- 
land is  SO  rilstinry  right  nnw 


that  a measure  cf  self-rule  will 
not  create  'anything  new,  it 
will  merely  recognise  a shift 
that  began  long  ago.  Rick  on 
the  car  radio,  and  the  stations 
announce  their  dMference: 

Scot  FM,  Clyde  FM,  FcorthFM_ 
Weather  forecasters  promise 

Mawdiin»  ypxc  % ojiiiitry" 

and  they  don't  moan  Brimh) 
The  Royal  Scottish  Academy 
exhibits  fnintingf  of  Sir 
Henry  Raeburn,  and  their  de- 
piction of  “a  colourful,  vigor- 
ous and.  supremely  civilised 
society  — Scotland  in  the  ora 
of  the  late  KriUghtenmeaLV 
It's  easy  to  see  all  this  as 
Braveheartism,  a surge  cf  tar- 
tan pride  and  anti. 

RnglifiliTwa  cOOTShlg  through 


Scottish  veins.  But  it  doesn't 
feel  Him  that.  In  ftf  Edin- 
burgh hflatypyw^w^i  of  fli« 
Scottish  National  Party,  there 


ic  iwtalnly  QViiHaga  of  fial 

edonian  kitsch,  from  the 
poster  of  a kilted  Mel  Gibson 
to  the  necktie  cflndependence 
Tartan  cad  at  reception. 
But  SNP  chief  executive  Mike 
Russdl  ywh  instead  of  file 
decline  of  the  concept  of  Brit- 
ishness. “It  was  an  18th-cen- 
tury mndnvt  rterigned  tO 

tnaife  Scots  feeTOE  about  los- 
ing their  parliament, n he  says. 
Scots  bought  into  the  created 
“Britain”,  and  for  a long  while 
it  made  sense.  Together  the 
Scots,  English,  Welsh  and 
Irish  conquered  the  globe  and 


built  an  empire.  They  shared 

a rnmarrh,  a fla^r  'aivanthwn, 

a.  belief  in  high  standards  and 
fidr  play  —and  great  wealth. 

But  now  the  needs  of  empire 
have  gone,  and  the  glue  of  the 
Union  is  dissolving.  Its 
institutions  — thecrpwn,  the 

church,  Westminster;  ami  the 
welfare  state  ““baveSost  their 
authority  and  aHire  Russell 
says  that  tf  the  Queen  tried  to 
repeat  her  .1279  intervention 

— wbm  she  pointedly  recalled 
that  she  is  toe  sovereign  of  the 
whole  United  Kingdom,  in- 
cluding Scotland  — she  would 
now  be  greeted  with  "deri- 
sion’’. The  traditionally  pro- 
rmirtfi  ChOrchafSc^hulisio 
equal  decline.  OkterScnts  may 
have  memories  of  Ufetetn  as 
more  than  an  abstract  entity 

— with  fim  second  jgprid  war 
fha  obvious  exampl^bnt  for 
a younger  generattoretfae  very 
word  “Britain"  lacfe  mean- 
ing. stop  a CTndPBMMli  on 

the  high  street  of  Paisley,  tor 
Instance,  and  ask 
they  describe  the&Sgtves  as 
Scottish  or  Brittih-  The 
younger  they  are, 
time  they  take  to  answer.  The 
latest  IGM  poll  finds  that  77 
per  cent  of  Scotland's  18-34 
year-olds  want  their  own  Par- 
liament; more  than  any  other 
age  group. 


■HE  striking  feet  Is  that 
even  the  Nocampaign- 


Ters  recognise  what’s 
happening.  - Their 
leader,  Donald  Findlay  QC, 

■notes  rwftiTlyHqitth*  anfhwti 

of  Scotland's  rugby  team  was 
once  God  Save  The  Queen. 
Now  MurrayfieJd  rings  loud 
with  Flower  of  Scotland  — 
and  even  Mr  Findlay’s  eyes 
grow  Tnoiot  He  admits  that  in 
the  post-war  years,  the  sym- 
bols and  institutions  that  were 
once  all-British  have  beenm* 
identified  exclusively  with 
England,  or  the  South  or  Lon- 


don — shutting  out  the  Scots. 


COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 

When  societies 
were  there  to 
help  us  all 


The  little  slights,  “people  say- 
ing Rnghmrt  when  they  mean 
the  United  Kingdom”,  have  all 
added  up.  Margaret  Thatcher, 
whose  “mindset  stopped  at 
Carlisle”,  made  matters 
worse.  Within  bis  lifetime,  toe 
wUa  of  Britain  has  shrunk 
into  irrelevance.  Ask  Donald 
Fiadtey  — "and,  remember, 
this  is  the  leader  of  the  No 
campaign  — - what  real  need 


there  is  for  the  Union  to  con- 
tinue and  he  answers  softly: 
“The  bottom  line  Is,  we  don't 
need  it”  The  best  he  can  offer 
is  nostalgia:  *Tf  you  look  at  toe 
castles  monuments  and 
the  Trooping  cf  the  Colour, 
these  are  ah  filings  that  have 
been  here  so  long,  theyaare 
symbols  of  things  that  at  the 
end  of  the  day  keep  fus 


From  his  vast  office  in  St 
Andrew’s  House  toe  Scottish 


Secretary,  Donald  Dewar  (see 
also  below),  prefers  to  concen- 
trate on  more  practical  Blat- 
ters. "We’ve  tried  to  put 
together  a fair  and  bala 
scheme,”  he  says  intently,  sell- 


ing devolution  as  a simple 
matter  of  good  governance.  He 
aims  to  give  no  quarter  to 
those  who  warn  of  a slide 
toward  break-up  of  the  Union. 
*1  don’t  think  the  mood  is  one 

nf angry  rmtinnaHam  " 

He’s  right  The  English  foot- 
ball fens  who  wave  the  flag  of 
St  George,  rather  than  the 
Union  Jack,  are  not  necessar- 
ily “angry"  either.  They  are 

aiTTTpHy  Bhalring  pffftrfHgTnMsa 

— which,  pons  show,  hardy 
half  of  us  see  as  an  important 
part  cf  our  identity  — replac- 
ing it  with  a Tiatinwai  alle- 
giance elmBw  to  h<wn»  Maybe 
toe  Welsh  are  heading  the 
same  way.  But  on  September 
11,  fiie  Scots  will  let  us  know 
for  sure.  For  when  they  wel- 
come in  a new  Scotland,  they 
win  also  be  waving  goodbye  to 
an  old  Britain  — one  that  is 
vanishing  before  our  eyes. 


Why  I trust  the  people 

Donald  Dewar  believes  the  nation  will  welcome  devolution 


I ENJOYED  my  recent 
business  breakfast  with 
the  Scottish  CBL  Their 
members*  mood  towards 
the  Government's  devolu- 
tion White  Paper  was  en- 
quiring. intelligent  and  in 
no  way  hostile.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  equate  flrie  with  the 
comments  attributed  to  the 
director  of.  GBI  Scotland, 
Iain  McMillan,  in  yester- 
day's Guardian. 

Constitutional  t*hi>T«gp  is 
challenging.  But  the  busi- 
ness community  in  Scot- 
land is  highly  adept  at 
adapting  to  change,  and 
many  are  excited  by  the 
opportunities  it  offers. 
Since  the  ejection,  inward 
investment . ha*  brought 
Scotland  16  new  plants  and 
over  3.000  new  Jobs  from 


around  the  globe.  The  Gov- 
ernment's devolution  pro- 
posals have  not  been  a 
deterrent. 

. Indeed,  the  clearer  and 
more  focused  identity 
which  a Scottish  Parlia- 
ment can  bring  will  have 
direct  commercial  benefits, 
providing  an  wHiamwi  in- 
ternational Image  for  Scot- 
land. Distinctively  .Scottish 
products  wfn  benefit,  as 
will  tourism,  media  and 
publishing,  haniring  and 
other  financial  services. 

With  a Parliament  an  its 
doorstep,  the  Scottish  bast-, 
ness  community  will  have  a 
unique  opportunity  to  in- 
fluence policy  in  a whole 
range  of  vital  matters  such, 
as  planning,  economic  de- 
velopment, transport  and 


education.  What  Is  pro- 
posed is  a grown-up  Parlia- 
ment with  grown-up  pow- 
ers. Too  often  the  argu- 
ments advanced  against 
devolution  seem  founded 
an  a belief  that  you  can’t 
trust  the  -Scots  to  act  sen- 
sibly in  their  own  best  in- 
terests. I for  one  have  no 
doubt. in  ii»*  ability  of  the 
Scottish  people  to  act  in  the 
interests  of  advancing  Scot- 
land’s prosperity.  That  con- 
fidence is  shared  by  many 
in  the  Scottish  business 
community. 

The  Scottish  Parliament 
will  have  a Bruited  power  to 
vary  the  basic.  , rate  •:  of  in- 
come tax  by  three  pence  in 
the  pound  up  or  down.  The 
business-  guide  to  devolu- 
tion published  by  the  inde- 


pendent Scottish  Council 
Foundation  earlier  this 
week  put  it  succinctly: 
“The  tax  power  tn*tn«  a 
culture  of  fiscal  responsi- 
bility. Without  it  the  temp- 
tation will  be  to  mwKmip  to 
blame  Westminster  for  the 

iHfflpnlf  qwniHwg  itecidmiB 

any  government  in  Scot- 
land will  have  to  take." 

The  power  affects  income 
tax  only.  The  level  playing 
field  for.  business  through- 
out the  UK  win  continue  in 
competition  policy,  regula- 
tion of  financial  services, 
commercial  law  and  a 
range  of  other  nutters  to 
ensure  a single  .:  UK 
European  market. 

The  Scottish  Parliament 
will  logically  inherit  the 
current  powers  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Scotland 
over  local  taxation  — it 
would  be  nonsensical  to 
ring-fence  local-govern- 
ment Hnunep  at  Westmin- 
ster, whilst  passing  all 
other  local-government 
matters  to  the  Scottish  Par- 


Hament.  It  is  Inconceivable 
that  a Scottish  Parliament 
will  want  to  act  in  such  a 
way  as  to  disadvantage  the 
Scottish  business  commu- 
nity. And  we  will  take  no 
lessons  in  the  prudent  man- 
agement of  local  finances 


from  those  who  brought  us 
the  poll  tax  at  an  adminis- 
trative cost  of  £1.000  mil- 
lion (at  today’s  prices)  in 
Scotland  alone. 

THE  referendum  ou 
September  11  offers 
the  whole  Scottish 
community,  including  ' our 
wealth-generators,  an  his- 
toric opportunity  to  vote  to 
take  greater  responsibility 
for  our  own  domestic  af- 
fairs but  firmly  within  the 
framework  of  the  UK.  I am 
confident  that,  after  a 
resounding  Yes  Yes  vote, 
we  will  go  forward  to  estab- 
lish a Parliament  to  serve 
an  Scotland. 


Donald  Dewar  Is  Secretary.bf 
State  for  Scotland 


Stephen  Sparks  blames  the  dearth  of  scientists  at  the  highest  levels  of  government  and  Civil  ; 
Service  for  the  communication  fiascos  which  are  souring  Britain’s  relations  with  Montserrat  ~ 


Blinded 


THE  volcanic  crisis 
on  Montserrat 
raises,  beyond  the 
immediate  worries, 
a more  general  mat- 
ter— the  penchant  of  the  UK 
Government  for  mishandling 
scientific  information.  Clare 
Short  does  not  seem  to  know 
the  difference  between  an 
pgrtognaka  a volcano, 
George  Foolkes  has  precipi- 
tated a media  frenzy  as  well  as 
much  anxiety  mi  Montserrat 
through  some  ill-judged 
remarks.  Insurance  cover  was 
cancelled  for  Montserrat,  plac- 
ing the  country  in  an  even 
more  desperate  plight  as  the 
idea  of  imminent  disaster  was 
hyped  up. 

So  for  there  has  been  dose  to 
zero  contort  between  the  scien- 
tists and  the  key  UK  politi- 
cians- The  problem  -illustrates 
the  cultural  divide  between 
science  and  politics  in  the  UK. 
tite  absence  cf  many  people 
with  gHgntiflr  backgrounds  at 
high  levels  in  government,  and 
flOtentbrt  pitfalls  wbm  civil 
servants  deliver  information 
second-hand  to  ministers. 

The  curious  case  of  Mr  Fcrul- 
kes’s  statement  well  illustrates 
the  inadequacies.  Mr  Foolkes, 
in  toe  Guardian  an -Tuesday, 
denied  that  be  misinterpreted 
fiie  scientists’  report.  Three  ob- 
servations demonstrate  that  be 
did,  and  that  the  report  was 
mishandled  by  the  Govern- 
ment First  Mr  Foolkes  started 
his  statement  with  the  words: 
“Over  the  past  24  hours,  tile 
volcano  has  become  much 
more  dangerous.”'  This  incor- 
rect statement'  bears  no 
relationship  to  the  content  of 
the  report,  which  was  con- 
cerned with  a long-term  view 
of  the  volcano  with  no  rele- 
vance to  what  the  volcano  was 
doing  an  a day-today  basis. 
Second,  Mr  Foolkes  in  his  let- 
ter was  not  quoting  from  toe 
report  presented  to  Govern-, 
malt,  but  from  an  earlier  draft 
verskSL  One  of  the  quoted  sen- 
tences does  not  appear  in  the 
final  report  and  the  final  ver- 
sion has  Important  rTwmg*«t 
Why  did  this  happen?  The 
draft  version  was  requested 
urgently  In  the  UK  by  the 
Foreign  Office  from  ny  col- 
league Dr  WJUy  AspinaH,  a 
couple  of  days  before  the  final 
version  was  completed.  A cov- 
ering letter  from  Dr- AspinalL 
stated  very  dearly  -that  the 
scientists  were  stm  doing  fur- 


ther work  and  the  Foreign 
Office  was  receiving  a partial 
version  of  a draft  statement 
The  scientists  working  in 
Montserrat  were  indeed  not 
aware  that  this  draft  had  been 
requested  It  was  an  error 
within  government  that 
allowed  a premature  draft  to 
be  used  to  guide  policy  devel- 
opment The  final  version,  of 
the  report  was  submitted  to 
the  Government  by  the  Mont- 
serrat Volcano  Observatory 
and  by  the  Governor  on 
August  14,  several  days  before 
Mr  FouDtes's  statement,  so 
there  seems  no  excuse  for  not 
using  the  correct  document 
-Third,  the  fell  text  of  Mr 
Foulkes’s  statement  with  the 
use  cf  selected  quotes  from  the 
draft  report,  demonstrates  that 
toe  civil  servants  who  briefed 
the  minister,  and  the  minister 
himself,  did  not  properly 
understand  the  dnnimpnt.  • 

SO  FAR  the  Montser- 
rat crisis  has  in- 
volved nest  to  no 
direct  interaction 
between  British 
ministers  and  scientists.  To 
my  knowledge  the  sum  total  of 
Interaction  Involved  a single 
phone  call  between  Mr  Foulkes 
and  a geologist  In  the  British 

Geological  Survey  a few  weeks 

ago,  and  a brief  visit  by  Baron- 
ess Symons  to  the  observatory 
in  July.  About  four  weeks  ago, 
the  Governor  of  Montserrat 
asked  Dr  AspinaH  sod  me  to 
organise  a briefing  meeting 
with  TJK  ministers.  The 
request  to  the  FCO  was  fobbed 
off  by  civil  servants  and  a 
meeting  never  took  place. 

Does  Mr  Cook  plan  to  have  a 
scientist  on  his  Montserrat 
task  force,  or  to  receive  direct 
scientific  advice? 


Although  the  UK  has  some 
outstanding  scientists,  they 
rarely  rise  to  high  levels;  in 
government  This  contrasts 
with  Haly.  where  a professor  of 
geology  from  Pisa  University 
Is  the  Minister  for  Natural 
Disasters;  and  with  France, 
where  another  geology  profes- 
sor {from  Paris)  Is  Minister  of 
Education.  I am  certainly  not 
fishing  for  a new  career.  Volca- 
noes are  for  too  interesting. 


Professor  R S J Sparks  la  chief 
scientist  in  post  at  the  Montserrat 
Volcano  Observatory,  and 
prolessor  of  geology  at  Bristol 
University 


David  McKie 


’ ISN'T  the  Society 
for  the  Diffusion  of 
Useful  Knowledge 
around  any  more?  Don’t  we 
need  it?  Having  been  founded 
for  so  obviously  consensual  a 
purpose,  why  did  it  disappear? 
Were  the  people  who  wound  it 
up  pessimists,  persuaded  after 
a mere  20  years  that  their 
dreams  had  been  vain,  that 
Useful  Knowledge  would 
never  be  widely  diffused?  Or 
optimists,  convinced  that 
their  job  was  done  and  that 
the  march  of  Useful  Knowl- 
edge was  now  unstoppable? 

The  reasons  why  it  began  in 
1824  were  dear  and  persua- 
sive. It  reflected  two  of  the 
passions  of  19th-century  Eng- 
land: improvement,  and 
founding  things  its  headquar- 
ters in  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields 
were  ringed  by  offices  housing 
similar  enterprises.  The  Soci- 
ety for  Promoting  Christian 
Knowledge  was  10  doors 
away;  the  Society  for  the  Sup- 
pression of  Vice,  next  door  but 
one.  The  Society  for  the  Dis- 
charge and  Relief  of  Persons 
Imprisoned  for  Small  Debts, 
and  the  Society  for  Providing 
an  Asylum  and  Relief  for  Aged 
Infirm  Fishmongers  ami  Poul- 
terers, were  just  round  the 
block.  The  SDUK,  as  we’d  call 
it  today  — - they  didn't  go  in  for 
acronyms  in  18124  — was  the 
product  of  a committee  whose 
loudest  voice  was  toe  hugely 
talented,  eccentric  and  diffi- 
cult Lord  Brougham  — that 
embodiment  of  all  that  Sam- 
uel Smiles  stood  for.  He  had 
set  out  its  utilitarian  philoso- 
phy earlier,  in  his  inaugural 
speech  as  rector  of  Glasgow 
University:  “Real  knowledge,” 
he  said,  “never  promoted 
either  turbulence  or  unbelief; 
but  its  progress  is  toe  forerun- 
ner of  liberality  and  enlight- 
ened toleration.” 

That  was  much  mocked  and 
condemned.  Thomas  Love 
Peacock,  a furious  disbeliever 
in  Brougham,  parodied  the 
organisation  as  “The  Steam 
Intellect  Society”.  Radicals 
saw  a plot  to  dull  the  people’s 
legitimate  political  aspira- 
tions by  drowning  them  in 
irrelevant  facts.  It  promised, 
one  critic  wrote,  “to  a people 
ignorant  of  everything  most 
intimately  concerned  with 
their  welfare. . . two  trea- 
tises. . . on  the  Polarisation  of 
Light,  and  another  on  the 
Rigidity  of  Cordage”. 

Such  attacks  did  not  deter 
toe  improvers,  who  set  to 
wort:  on  a programme  of  pub- 
lic lectures,  book  dubs,  read- 
ing societies,  vigorous  cam- 
paigns — for  cheaper  books, 
cheaper  newspapers,  and  free 
libraries — and  copious  publi- 
cations. Local  committees 


sprang  up.  not  just  across  the 
country  but  as  far  away  as 
Corfu.  Canton  and  Calcutta  to 
carry  the  good  work  forward. 

Their  books  included  a series 
called  the  Library  of  Useful 
Knowledge,  to  which  they  con- 
troversially added  another: 
The  Library  of  Entertaining 
Knowledge.  Some  members 
complained  that  this  was  a 
dumbing-down.  though  it’s 
difficult  to  tell  from  some  of 
the  titles  where  utility 
stopped  and  entertainment 
began.  Vegetable  physiology 
by  J Lindley?  "Useful”  Vege- 
table substances  used  fur  the 
food  of  man.  by  E Lanchester? 
The  Pursuit  of  Knowledge 
Under  Difficulties,  to’  Craik? 
The  Hindoos,  by  JA  Si  John 
(two  vols)?  “Entertaining." 

At  the  end  of  1832,  the  Soci- 
ety’s Penny  Magazine  had  a 
circulation  of  200,000,  at 
which  point  they  launched  a 
Penny  Cyclopaedia.  You  can 
get  some  idea  of  the  maga- 
zine's range  from  the  index  to 
its  edition  of  October  7,  1837. 
The  city  of  Badajoz.  On  the 
culture  of  wheat  In  the  trop- 
ics. An  ancient  Egyptian 
death  judgment  Ramoossies 
{" a work  published  in  Bom- 
bay a few  years  ago  by  Cap- 
tain Mackintosh,  of  the 
Madras  Army,  affording  a cu- 
rious insight  into  toe  habits  of 
the  Ramoossies,  one  of  the 
mixed  castes  of  India”).  The 
quantity  of  air  employed  in 
breathing.  British  fisheries: 
No  XVI  — the  turbot . . 

And  yet  within  20  years  the 
edifice  had  collapsed.  The 
obituaries,  as  composed  by 
toe  committee  which  shut  it 
down,  made  it  sound  like  a 
time  for  celebration.  “The  So- 
ciety's work  is  done,”  wrote 
the  publisher  Charles  Knight, 
one  of  toe  leading  figures,  "for 
its  greatest  object  Is 
achieved. . . The  public  is  sup- 
plied with  cheap  and  good 
literature  to  an  extent  to 
which  even  the  most  sanguine 
friend  of  human  improvement 
could  not  in  1828  have  hoped 
to  have  witnessed  in  20 
years.” 

The  truth  — which  i 
found  in  a history  of  toe 
Society  by  TL  Jarman  — 
was  not  so  simple.  The  Society 
had  embarked  on  a venture 
called  the  Biographical 
Dictionary,  dreamed  up  the 
third  Earl  Spencer,  a former 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  therefore,  people  as- 
sumed. a man  who  knew  what 
he  was  doing.  Unfortunately, 
not  so.  When  he  died  in  1845, 
nine  parts  bad  been  published 
totalling  3,076  pages  and  con- 
taining 5,800  entries.  Unhap- 
pily, they  covered  only  the 
letter  A.  Sales  were  low  — an 
average  of  957  for  each  instal- 
ment — but  losses  were  im- 
pressive: a good  £5.000  on  toe 
project  so  far.  The  Society  was 
feeing  an  ignominious  bank- 
ruptcy. It  dissolved. 

And  the  moral  of  that?  A 
slice  of  old  country  wisdom: 
don’t  bite  off  more  than  you 
can  chew.  A piece  of  Useful 
Knowledge  — sadly  enough  — 
the  Society  seems  to  have 
missed. 
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Luigi  Villoresi 


Elegant 
in  pole 
position 


The  Guardian  Thursday  August ; 281997 


Luigi  vnioresu  the 
most  elegant  Italian 
racing  driver  of  the 
immediate  post-war 

years,  was  buried 
yesterday  in  Modena,  the  cen- 
tre of  the  motor  racing  world, 
where  he  had  died  on  Sunday 
at  the  age  of  88,  the  last  signifi- 
cant survivor  of  the  golden 
age.  The  obsequies  were  led  by 
the  man  known  as  “the 
drivers'  chaplain”  — Don  Ser- 
gio Mantovani,  the  parish 
priest  of  Santa  Caterlna  in  Mo- 
dena, who  had  arranged  for 
VlUoresi's  final  years  to  be 
spent  in  a local  monastery, 
where  the  frail  old  man  was 
cushioned  against  the  effects  of 
extreme  penury. 

To  “Gigi"  Villoresi.  the 
handsome  son  of  a large  and 
prosperous  Milanese  family, 
this  must  have  seemed  an  un- 
likely Cate.  As  a driver  for  the 
factory  teams  of  Maseratl.  Fer- 
rari and  Lancia,  he  raced 
against  Nuvolari,  Farina,  Fan- 
gio and  Ascari.  Although 
never  quite  their  equal,  he  was 
talented  enough  to  share  in  dip 
aura  that  emanated  from  the 
Latin  drivers  of  the  time.  He 
exerted  a significant  influence 
on  the  short  but  brilliant 
career  of  Alberto  Ascari,  who 
became  a double  world  cham- 
pion under  his  tutelage. 

Villoresi 's  sensitive  face,  its 
high  forehead  topped  by  pre- 
maturely white  hair,  made  a 
striking  contrast  with  the 
placid,  pudgy  Ascari.  Together 
they  look  out  from  countless 
black  and  white  photographs 
of  the  1950s,  the  object  of  ado- 
ration from  enthusiasts  crowd- 
ing pits  at  the  circuits  of 
Europe  and  South  America. 

His  own  father,  Villoresi 
remembered,  died  without 
ever  having  driven  a motor 
car,  but  the  family  chauffeur 
was  prepared  to  teach  Gigi,  his 
three  brothers  and  his  sister 
Rosy,  who  raced  each  other 
round  die  mountains.  Gigi’s 
debut  event  was  a hihclimb,  in 
which  he  took  part  in  his 
father’s  seven-sea  ter  Ansaldo 
saloon  — “a  monstrous,  ludi- 
crous machine”,  he  told  the 
author  Kevin  Desmond.  With 
his  brother  Emib'o,  known  as 
“Muni”,  alongside  him  in  the 
mechanic’s  seat,  he  notched  up 
his  first  success. 


Glgl  was  stQl  a teenager 

when  the  pair  teamed  up  again 

to  race  a Flat  BallHa  sports  car 
in  the  1928  M331e  Mlglia.  But  In 
1935  Gigi  bought  a pukka  lac- 
ing machine,  a second-hand 


four-cylinder  Maserati,  which 
he  drove  in  the  Monaco  Grand 
Prix.  Two  years  later  he 
splashed  out  75,000  lire  on  a 
new  Maseratl,  creating  a team 
— the  Scuderia  Ambrosiana  — 
with  his  friends  Count 
"Johnny”  Lurani,  Enrico  Mm- 
etti  and  Franco  Cortese. 

By  the  aid  of  1987,  vfflore- 
si's  achievements,  jnehwiing 
victory  in  the  Czechoslovak 
Grand  Prix  at  Brno,  had  per- 
suaded the  Bolognanbased  Ma- 
setati  brothers  to  offer  'htm  a 
place  in  their  factory  team.  He 
made  his  first  appearance  for 
the  Scuderia  Maseratl  at  Li- 
vorno, racing  against  Mini's 
Alfa  Romeo,  entered  by  the 
Scuderia  Ferrari  from  its  bead- 
quarters  In  Modena. 

In  1909,  Mind  was  killed 
while  testing  an  experimental 
Alfa  Romeo  at  Monza.  A fort- 
night later  Gigi  was  due  to 
compete  again.  "Emilio’s 
had  been  a great  blow  to  my 
mother,”  he  remembered.  “She 
said  nothing  but  I knew  she 
wanted  me  to  stop.  The  Maser- 
ati  brothers,  with  understand- 
ing, advised  me  not  to  race. 
Instead  I went,  because  I had 
no  choice.  Either  I overcame 
the  trauma  immediately  or 
motor  racing  was  flniieTwt  for 
me."  He  raced  and  won. 

Such  was  the  Italian  distaste 
for  sporting  defeat  at  the  hands 
of  the  powerful  German  teams 
that  many  steps  were  taken  to 
ensure  home  victories  in  im- 
portant events.  Among  them 
were  modifications  to  the 
Taiga  Florio,  the  sports  car 
race  staged  since  1906  around 
the  Madonie  mnimtuinc  of 

northern  Sicily. 

In  1937,  foe  event  was  held 
over  a comparatively  puny 
three-mile  circuit  around  Fa- 
vorite Park  in  Palermo.  Driv- 
ing a Maseratl  4CL,  VUlaresi 
won  the  Taigas  of  1939  and 
1940.  At  the  1939  Tripoli  Grand 
Prix,  a special  4CL  with  dra- 
matically streamlined  body- 
work  was  placed  at  VlUoresi's 
disposal,  but  after  he  had 
gained  pole  position  with  a 
record  average  speed  of  134 


Villoresi ...  In  his  Maseratl  before  the  first  international  car  race  at  Crystal  Palace,  London  in  1937 


mph,  the  car  broke  down  early 
in  foe  race  — something  of  a 
relief;  since  foe  desert  wind 
known  as  the  Ghibli  had 
started  to  blow,  raising  foe 
temperature  to  45  C. 

During  194ft  in  foe  course  of 
seining  an  old  Maseratl,  Villor- 
esi met  Alberto  Ascari,  the  sen 
of  a former  champion.  Alberto 
bad  been  seven  years  old  when 

his  father,  Antonio,  was  killed 
in  a works  Alfa  on  the  banked 
track  at  Montihery  near  Paris. 
Now,  with  Villoresi,  he  formed 
a friendship  that  would  shape 
their  futures.  To  foe  Zl-year- 
edd  Ascari,  Villoresi  became  a 
father-figure.  To  Villoresi,  who 
never  married,  Ascari  took  the 
place^f  his  beloved  brother. 

When  Italy  entered  tire  war, 
less  than  three  weeks  after 
VlUoresi’s  second  Targa  Florio 
victory,  the  two  went  into  busi- 
ness together,  exporting  trucks 


and  ofl  to  the  Italian  forces  in 
Narfo  Africa.  On  one  such  trip 
a transport  ship  capsized  out- 
side the  part  of  Tripoli,  leaving 
VUtaresL  to  be  rescued  from 
the  water.  And  whereas  Ascari 
saw  out  the  final  days  of  foe 
war  from  a safe  distance  near 
the  Swiss  bonier,  his  partner 
spent  sane  time  in  a prisoner 
of  war  camp. 

Villoresi  was  able  to  resume 
racing  in  1946,  reforming  foe 
Scuderia  Ambrosiana,  with 
Ascari  as  its  latest  inductee. 
Bat  WMiongh  VIDoresL  was 
winning  enough  races  to 
foe  tffle  of  national  champion 
fwo  years  running,  the  writing 
was  on.  the  wall  as  early  as 
1947,  .when  Ascari  led  him 
home  in  a race  at  the  Modena 
antodrome,  both  men  in  identi- 
cal new  two-litre  Maseratl 
sports  cars. 

to  1948,  at  the  wheel  of  the 


lovely  supercharged  Maserati 
4CLT/48  "San  Remo”  single 
seater,  there  were  victories  for 
VUloresi  at  Buenos  Aires, 
Camminges,  AIbi,  Barcelona 
and  over  the  barely  modified 
airfield  perimeter  track  at  SE- 
verstone,  in  foe  first  post-war 
British  Grand  Prix.  But -it  was 
Ascarfs  victory  over  the  sea- 
front streets  of  an  Italian 
resort,  with  Vfflorasi  in  second 
place,  that  gave  the  Maseratl 
its  nickname. 

The  two  friends  moved 
across  Modena  in  194%  forsak- 
ing Maaerati  for  Ferrari,  for 
whom  ViDoresi  won  the  Dutch 
(hand  Prix  at  ZandvoOrt  For 
the  next  two  years  they  were 
outclassed  by  the  A1&  Romeos 
of  Farina  and  Fangio,  but 

When  the  WOrid  championship 
was  switched  to  foe  two-litre 
Formula  Two  In  1952  Ascari 
proved  virtually  unbeatable. 


taking  his  Ferrari  500  to  nine 
consecutive  victories,  a record 
that  still  stands. 

In  sports  cars,  however,  VIP 
lores!  had  enjoyed  the  biggest 
victory  of  his  career,  cajoling  a 
monstrous  4.1-litre  Ferrari 
coupe  to  victory  in  the  1961 
Mflle  Miglia  by  averaging  75 
mph  for  more  than  13  hours 
down  the  Adriatic  plains  and 
across  foe  Abruzzi  mountains 
in  conditions  that  forced 
errors  from  Ascari,  Stilling 
Moss,  and  other  aces.  “I  hope  it 
doesn't  rain,”  he  said  before 
the  start,  commenting  on  the 
handling  characteristics  of  foe 


heavy  and  powerful  Ferraris. 
“For  us.  it’s  already  raining  all 
the  time.”  H rained,  and  Vfflor- 
esi  triumphed. 

The  return  of  the  Lancia  and 
Mercedes  factory  teams  to  For- 
mate One  was  foe  big  news  of 
1954.  But  as  Fangio’s  Mercedes 


was  sweeping  all  before  iL  As- 
cari  and  VEkresi  were  forced 
to  twiddle  their  thumbs  while 

fiw  fryhntealTy  frmmmHve  Lan- 
cia  D50s  were  . completed. 
When  they  appeared,  in  time 
for  the  final  race  of  the  year  an 
the  Pedralbes  circuit  in  Spain, 
the  cars  proved  fest  but  fragile. 
Little  more  was  known  about 
♦hwm  by  foe  middle  of  1955, 
when  the  bankrupt  company’s 
sudden  withdrawal  from  rac- 
ing coincided  with  Ascari's 
death  in  a banal  testing  acci- 
dent in  a Ferrari  carat  Monza. 

At  45,  dismayed  by  bis 
friend's  death,  Villoresi  saw 
ont  his  final  season  of  Formula 
One  with  a series  of  unspectac- 
ular performances  to. : private 
and  works  Maseratis  before 
breaking  hte  leg  when  his 
sports  Maserati  hit  a pine  tree 
during  foe  Rome  Grand  Prix  at 
the  Castelfosano  circuit-  frn- 


- PHOTOGRAPH:  HULTON  QETTY 

ptored  by  his  family  to  give  up 
racing,  he  nevertheless  won 
the  1958  Acropolis  Rally  atfoe 
wheel  of  a r jnrfg  but  finally 
called  it  a day  after  his  Fiat 
skidded  on  a snow-covered 
road  to'Yugodavte  and  hit  a 
lorry  early  in  the  1960  Monte 
Carlo  Rally. 

He  retired  to  run  his  car 
dealership  in  Milan,:  selling 
Italian-buOt  Minis,  hie  subse- 
quent commercial  misfortunes 
unknown  to  those  younger  en- 
thusiasts who  were  thrilled  by 
the  sight  of  this  great  veteran 
taking  part  in  parades  of 
golden  oldies,  once  again  at  the 
wheel  Of  the  ninrhlnflfi  of  his 
glamorous  youth.  _ 


RkhartWbans 


Luigi  VHloresi.  racing  driver,  bom 
May  18,  1809;  died  August  24, 
1997 


Peter  Dews 


An  age  of  kingdoms  for  a stage  and  a small  screen 


Birthdays 


Producer  Peter  Dews. . . with  William  Squire,  playing 
Justice  Shallow  in  Henry  IV,  on  the  set  of  An  Age  of  Kings 


PETER  DEWS,  the 
stage  and  television 
producer  who  has 
died  aged  67,  won  eter- 
nal glory  with  An  Age  of 
Kings,  a i960  serialisation  of 
Shakespeare's  histories  for 
BBC-TV  which  itself  made 
history.  Nothing  quite  like  It 
hnri  been  attempted  before, 
and  nothing  remotely  like  tt 
— judging  by  contemporary 
output  — is  likely  to  be  dared 

again. 

Tet  the  gamble  paid  off 
handsomely  for  a BBC  which 


was  stQl  struggling  to  regain 
Mw  share  of  the  audience  it 
had  lost  to  ITV,  and  might 
have  been  excused  Sir  going 
all-out  for  popularity.  The 
series  went  out  fortnightly 
over  30  weeks  and  its  viewing 
figures  never  slipped  below  a 
respectable  five  million.  An 
Age  became  an  institution, 
the  subject  of  many  news- 
paper cartoons  and  affection- 
ately parodied  by  Alan  Mel- 
vflle  (on  the  swmtv  channel)  as 
An  Eternity  qf  Kings. 

Dews's  part  to  it  could 
hardly  have  owed  more  to 
chance.  He  was  a Yorkshire 


grammar -schoolboy,  later  a 
schoolteacher,  who  had  direc- 


ted amateur  productions  at 
the  Bradford  Civic  Playhouse 
(the  model  for  the  little 
theatre  in  John  Braine’s 
Room  at  the  Top),  before  join- 
ing the  BBC  in  Birmingham, 
then  known,  chiefly  as  the 
home  of  The  Archers  on  radio. 

Mlchael  Barry,  head  of 
drama  in  London,  neverthe- 
less invited  him  to  1957  to 
direct  Henry  V for  the  pomp- 
ous series  of  classics  called 
World  Theatre.  Dews’s  pro- 
duction was  cramped  and  air- 
less, as  if  he  bad  set  out  to 
substitute  the  boxed-ln  con- 
fines of  a TV  studio  for  the 
limitations  of  the  Globe’s 
“wooden  O"  as  invoked  in 
Shakespeare’s  text 

But  it  was  enough  to  con- 
vince Barry  that  here  at  last 
was  the  man  to  take  on  foe 
project  he  had  long  enter- 
tained. Some  of  the  histories 
had,  been  played  in  sequence 
before,  and  would  be  again  — 
notably  In  the  Royal  Shake- 
speare Company’s  War  qf  the 
Roses  season  which  was 
transferred  to  TV  to  1965  — 
but  never  the  whole  canon, 
from  Richard  EC  via  the  Hen- 
rys  IV,  V and  VI,  to  Richard 
m,  and  certainly  never  with 


the  imagination  Dews  and  his 
director,  Michael  Hayes,  now 
brought  to  the  task. 

Gone  were  all  limitations. 
Sieges  and  battles  were  sweat- 
ily  staged  rather  than  sug- 
gested, Richard  in  died  on 
Bosworth  Field — in  a flooded 
studio  swamp.  Most  boldly. 
Dews  chopped  up  the  eight 
plays  and  re- assembled  than 
as  15  individually-named  epi- 
sodes — The  Band  of 
Brothers,  The  Boar  Hunt  — 
with  stunning  links  to  tie 
tfiom  into  one  cohesive  saga 
of  cruelty,  heroism  and  jock- 
eying for  power  in  the  cause 
of  that  medieval  symbol  of  all 
symbols,  the  crown.  They 
really  became  a television 
series. 

AND  to  play  foe  parts 
he  gathered  a cast  of 
mostly  unknown 
young  players,  some 
rtf  whom  went  on  to  great 
feme  and  many  more  de- 
served to.  David  wm  ram  was 
Richard  U,  deposed  and  mur- 
dered while  pressed  against 
an  Iron  grille,  appealing  to 
the  camera.  Robert  Hardy 
was  Prince  Hal  (later,  Henry 
V),  tasting  the  studio  rain- 


drops as  he  came  to  ih* 
speech  about  the  sun  break- 
ing through  foe  “foul  and 
ugly  mists”.  Half  female  Eng- 
land broke  its  heart  as  he 
defeated  Hotspur,  played  by 
the  then  barely-known  Sean 
Connery.  Eileen  Atkins  made 
a brief;  eerie  appearance  as 
Joan  of  Arc.  Paul  Daneman, 
as  Richard  m,  fell  to  that 
swamp. 

“It  must  be  nearly  over," 
said  husband  to  wife,  to  one 
newspaper  cartoon.  “They're 
all  dead." 

The  series  was  sold  to 
America  and  re-run  in  Brit- 
ain in  1962,  but  hasn't  been 
shown  since.  Dews  followed  it 
in  1963  with  another  imagina- 
tive assembly,  this,  time  of 
Shakespeare’s  Roman  plays, 
from  Coriolanus  through  Ju- 
lius Caesar  to  Antony  and  Cle- 
opatra. But  without  the  conti- 
nuity of  the  histories,  The 
Spread  of  the  Eagle  (as  he 
called  it>  lacked  the  same 
impact 

His  achievements  sifter 
then  were  an  to  the  theatre, 
beginning  with  Hadrian  VU, 
Peter  Luke’s  vivid  play  about 
an  imaginary  .English  Pope 
with  Alec  McCowen  In  the 


part  Dews  directed  it  origi- 
nally for  foe  Birmingham 
Rep,  from  where  it  progressed 
to  the  Mermaid  in  London 
and  then  to  West  End  and 
Broadway  runs.  Hie  followed 
this  with  the  premiere  of  Rob- 
ert Bolt's  Vlvat!  Viaat  Regina! 
at  Chichester  with  Eileen  At- 
kins as  the  first  Queen  Eliza- 
beth. He  also  directed  a popu- 
lar play  about  more  recent 
royal  goings-on  — foe  Abdica- 
tion — Crown  Matrimonial, 
again  in  the  West  End  and  on 
Broadway. 

Away  from  these  bright 
lights,  he  worked  in  Chicago, 
Hong  Kong,  Canada,  Israel 
and  South  Africa.  A burly, 
friendly,  forthright  individ- 
ual who  kept  his  northern 
accent  all  his  life,  he  was 
much  esteemed  and  liked  by 
his  casts.  He  endured  a num- 
ber of  heart  attacks  over  the 
last  20  years. 

He  married,  in  i960,  Ann 
Rhodes,  to  whom  he  was 
devoted. 


Pfxfflp  Purser 


Paul  Allen,  footballer,  35; 
Imogen  Cooper,  pianist,  48; 
Lord  (Hugh)  Cudllpp,  Jour- 
nalist, 84;  Windsor  Davies, 
actor,  67;  Janet  Frame,  novel- 
ist, 73;  Sir  Rupert  Hart- 
Da  vis,  author  and  publisher, 
90;  Emlyn  Hughes,  footballer, 
broadcaster,  50;  John  Mar- 
sha]], jazz  drummer,  54;  Don- 
ald O'Connor,  actor,  dancer. 
72;  Jamie  Osborne,  jockey,  30; 
Rmma  Samms,  actress,  37; 
John  Shirley -Quirk,  bass- 
baritone,  66;  Ian  Stewart, 
Labour  MP,  47. 


Peter  Dews,  stage  and  television 
producer,  bora  September  26, 
1829;  died  August  25, 1697 


Death  Notices 

CTOtBUfTIF  ffl  BACK.  DIANA.  died  on 
13di  AuquU  tn  Denmark  after  a Jong  BP 
not.  Renowned  erdmeotooWt.  widow  oi 
Hans  Hattaefc  and  loved  and  revered  Aunt 
to  JuMafi,  Martin.  David  and  Richard  Ashby. 
OLDHAM.  Jana  Margaret,  aged  SB  dtad  m ' 
She  lived  wtdt  counsga  and  cBjmtt*  hi  St 
Ann's  Hosptco  on  SQnd  Mourn  1807.  much, 
loved  wHa  of  Hugh,  dearly  loved  mother  ot 
PtilHp  and  Jan.  Charles  and  Lome,  loving 
el  Mamh  and  Saskla.  treasured 
..  ot  Ethel  Huron  and  the  Me  map. 

-w  loved  and  sadly  mtaaed  by  w»  cw- 

ham  family  amt  fondly  rwrarofiered  hy 
who  knew  her.  Funeral  soretea  st  St-  . 
Marys  Church.  JBowdon,  Ctunnir*,  op  Fri- 
day 28th  AubusF«97.  at  ItMflara.  prtM  k> 
prtvnlo  eommfniL  Family  Itowert  only; 
donatlona  tor  St  Ann's  Htmpfca.  EMUMe* 
and  donations  to  Kenneth  Dawer  m*> Sons. 
Perk  Funeral  Services,  Altrincham,  0181 
980  7010. 

SPEED.  Betty,  on  August  2M._  much 
missed  by  tier  (amity  anjwand*.  Funeral 
to  take  piece  at  Canaod  Crematorium  on 
Tuesday,  September  2nd  id  UOpm. 

■To juace  your annauneamrtiataciioaa 
0171  raw?  or  Ax  0171  ns  SUB  bStrasti 
Bam  and  3pm  Mon-Fn.  ■ 


Jackdaw 


Virtual  vacation 

FROM  the  land  that  brought 
you  the  virtual  pet  and  the 
virtual  pop  star  comes  the  lat- 
est refinement  in  leisure  ab- 
surdity: the  virtual  seaside. 
This  is  the  Ocean  Dome  to  foe 
Phoenix  Seagate  complex, 
Myazaki  (south-west  of 
Tokyo),  a completely  artifi- 
cial indoor  beach — the  big- 
gest in  the  world  — where 
overdressed  Japanese  office 
workers  can  kick  off  their 
shoes  and  dig  their  over- 
worked toes  into  the 
bleached,  cooling  sand. 

Mock  sand,  asit  happens, 
made  entirely  from  crushed 
marble. 

In  fact,  everything  under 


the  dome  is  an  outrageous 
fake,  from  foe  artificial  140m 
long  beach  to  foe  balmy  tem- 
perature — kept  at  a steady  30 
C by  the  mother  of  all  central 
heating  systems.  In  a small 
concession  to  reality  though, 
the  builders  have  included  a 
retractable  steel-framed  roof 
overhead  which  opens  auto- 
matically to  let  in  natural 
sunlight  in  good  weather. 
With  mock  waves  and  mock 
sunshine,  but  not  mock 
crowds,  the  Ocean  Dome  has 
become  such  a craze  that 
your  average  salary-man 
usually  gets  to  share  it  with 
about  10,000  other  sunseek- 
ers. . .The  “sea”  at  8900 
square  metres  covers  about 
three  times  the  area  of  foe 
“sand”  and  has  15,826  tonnes 
of  water — that’s  around  10 
Olympic  pools'  worth. 

It  parts  from  holiday  real- 
ity in  one  all-important  cate- 
gory,  when  did  you  last  dip  a 
toe  m at  Brighton  to  have  It 
greeted  by  a very  comforting 
quasi-bathtub  28  C? 

But  why  spend  good  money 
on  an  artificial  beach  when 
you  can  get  foe  real  thing  for 
free?  Well,  bathing  off  the 
Japanese  coast  isn't  too 


clever — foe  sea's  cold,  pol- 
luted and  crawling  with 
sharks.  Besides,  the  Ocean 
Dome  is  closer  to  McDon- 
ald's. Apart  from  that,  there's 
not  a lot  of  difference:  foe 
“sea”  is  chlorinated  pool 
water,  not  brine,  but  it  boasts 
foe  world’s  biggest  wave  ma- 
chine, a computer-controlled 
system  of  vacuum  purpps 
that  generates  waves  of  up  to 
3m  high. 

No  virtual  donkey  rides, 
though.  Focus. 

Easy  listening 

AS  a rule  of  thumb,  it  Is  prob- 
ably fair  to  say  that  to  the 
English  speaker, language 
difficulty  runs  west  to  east 

French,  Italian  and  Span- 
ish may  be  just  about  compre- 

hensible,  German  is  verging 
on  the  difficult,  Polish,  Serbo- 
Croat  and  Czech  are  impene- 
trable, and  as  for  the  Ear  East 

— where  many  of  the  newest 

and  potentially  most  profit- 
able business  partners  are  to 
be  found— wftlb  liugnWi. 
caHy  speaking  we  might  as 
well  be  on  another  planet 
This  is  because  many 
Asian  tongues  are  so  called 


“tone-languages”.  Europeans 
use  tone  or  tone  voice  in  a 
number  of  ways  (for  empha- 
sis, for  instance)  but  in  tone 
languages  the  tone  actually 

alters  the  meaning  of  the 
sound  being  uttered. 

In  Mandarin,  the  form  of 
Chinese  that  most  visitors  to 
China  come  across,  there  are 
four  tones  (high,  high-rising 
falling-rising  and  falling). 

Applying  a falling-rising  tone 
to  a word  pronounced,  dmai 
means  “buy”  in  Mandarin, 
while  applying  a felling  tone  ' 
to  foe  same  sound  means 
“sdl"a  rather  crucial  distinc- 
tion for  the  executive. 

1 Will  the  British  ever  pull  up 
their  linguistic  socks?  Proba- 
bly  not,  which  is  a pity,  for, 
fearing  to  look  foolish  in  one 
way,  they  may  make  them- 
selves look  foolish  in  another. 


ist  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  put 
it  more  than  a century  ago; 
“No  man  shouM  travel  until 
he  has  learned  foe  language  of 
thecountry  he  visits.  Other- 
wise he  voluntarily  roafax; 
himself  agreat  baby — so  help- 
less and  so  ridiculous.” 
Klagship,the  OK  Air  inflight 
magazine,  onbad  language. 


Wonderwoman 

IN  straining  to  explain  what 
[Ann]  Trason  can  do,  one  is 
tempted  to  share  foe  ordeals : 
of  one  race,  to  accompany  her 
over  one  of  the  toughest  en- 
durance events  in  the  worlds 
the  Western  States. 

It  takes  place  every  June  in 


Valley  in  the  snows  above 
Lake  Tahoe,  crossing  the  Si- 
erra Nevada  and  finishing  in 
the  gold-rush  town  of 
Auburn.  The  temptation  is  to 
fallow  Trason  duringalong 
day’s  labour  into  the  night,  to 
experience  the  heat  the  dehy- 
dration and  vomiting  and 
pressing-on,  the  icy  river 
crossings,  foe  cramps,  the  fe- 
vers, foe  snakes  and  the  shift- 
ing ledges. 

But  wait  Even  if  you're  not 
especially  gentle,  reader, 
you’re  not  ready  for  that  Not 
the  running  (qf  course  not  the 
running),  but  not  even  read- 
ing about  the  running.  Until 
you're  prepared,  you  might 
dismiss  her  as  no  athlete  at  all, 
just  some  feckless  deer  trot- 
ting through  the  trees.  Or 
worse,  a madwoman. 

In  fect  Trason 's  running  is 


the  blending  of  genetic  history 
and  a logical,  questing  mind. 
Trason  la  as  sane  as  a glori- 
ously obsessed  creature  can 
be. 

But  to  appreciate  that  you 
have  to  know  about  distance. 
Distance  burns  through  senti- 
ment, thxocigh.aesthetic9.DlSr 
tance  bums  through  being 
healthy,  pretty,  admired,  ridi- 
culed or  moved  by  any  one 
else'g  example.  Distance 
burns  until  a runner  is 


Runner. . . Women  Sport 


revealed  in  naked  raw  relief 
Distance  humbles  but  only, 
paradoxically,  through  arun- 
nerift  adamantine  self-control. 
So  distance— true  distance, 
out  beyond  the  marathon  in 
the  world  of  daylong  runs 
called  ultras — requires  a con- 
tradiction in  Its  runner. 

They  are  very  focused  men 
and  women,  but  their  minds, 
in  the  bustle  ofthe  day,  are 
often  somewhere  for  more 
important. 

Wonderwoman  emd  UUrct- 
marathoner  Ann  Trason,  37, 
winner  of  the  women  \ sdioisfon 
qf  the  States fbr  the  last  nine 
years,  has  proved  women  am 
out-run  men.  Sports  HUts- 
tratedWomen. 

Happy  Saatchi 

CHARLES  Saatchi  may  be 
rich,  but  is  he  happy? 

His  art  collection  is  full  of 
playthings  for  a sombre 
mind.  Rachel  Whiteread's 
cold,  white  cast  of  a room 
from  a north  London  house, 
or  Damien  Hirst’s  shark 
seeming  to  swim  through 
formaldehyde  that  preserves 
it,  are  modam  versions  of 
the  memento  mori.  Their  col- 


lector is  like  a Renaissance 
prince  contemplating  a skull 
Saatchl's  taste  for  the  sub- 
lime has  made  himthe  natu- 
ral ally  of  a monumentally'  ■ 
ambitious  generation  of  art- 
ists. More  than  200  years  ago, 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  urged 
British  artists  to  abandon 
foe  privatised  business  of 
portraiture  for.  the  public 
genre  of  bistory  painting. 
Now  Whiteread.  Hirst 
and  their  contemporaries 
have  discovered  a way  to- 
pass  through  the  wall  be- 
tween private  feeling  and 
public  expression  by  creat- 
ing spectacular  exhibits  that 
insidiously  snag  the  specta- 
tor's emotions.. 

World  of  Interiors  on  the  ex- 
hibition,from  the  Saatchi  Col- 
lection. which  opens  on 
September  Wat  the  Royal 
Academy.  Piccadilly. 

Jackdaw  wonts  jewels.  E-mail 
jaekdow^iguardiarucoMk.; 
fax  0171-7134366;  write  Jack- 
daw. The  Guardian.  U9Far- 
ringdon  Road,  London  ECIR 
3ER. 
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Welsh 
dock  to 
re-open 
after  26 
years 

A DOCK  which  dosed  in 
/A  1971  wUi  be  reopened 
• nearly  nest  year. 
Associated  British  Ports 
Holdings  announced 
yesterday. 

ABP  is  prepared  to  invest 
more  than  £1  million  in 

refurbishing  the  port  at 
Port  Talbot,  In  sooth  Wales, 
which  it  hopes  will  be  the 
catalyst  for  further  develop- 
ment of  the  Port  Talbot 
dock  estate. 

The  port — whose  engi- 
neers are  seen  repairing' 
lock  gates  (right)— will 
handle  the  movement  of 
400,000  tonnes  of  slag 
annually  to  a cement 
works  In  Purfleetfor  Cam- 
brian Stone  Ltd,  a Joint 
venture  between  Tarmac 
Quarry  Products  and  Brit- 
ish steeL 

Cambrian  Stone  has  in- 
vested £8  million  in  anew 
slag  granulating  plant  to 
serve  Port  Talbot  dock. 

Die  WllWamw,  port  maw. 

ager  at  Port  Talbot,  said  he 
hoped  further  traffic  would 
be  attracted  to  the  port. 

ABP,  which  has  been  crit- 
icised by  shareholders  over 
its  recent  financial  p***for- 
mance.  is  due  to  publish  its 
interim  results  on  Septem- 
ber 10.— .Raner 

PHOTXX5HAPH:  JEFF  MORGAN 


France  gives  Airbus  lift-off 


Alex  Duval  Smith  bi  Parte 
and  Simon  P— via 
In  London 


FRANCE  yesterday 
appeared  finally  to 
have  found  a for- 
mula to  soothe  Brit- 
ish and  German  im- 
patience over  the  need  to 
streamline  Airbus  and  turn  it 
into  a private  corporation  — 
widely  seen  as  Europe's  only 
way  to  compete  in  the  air 
following  Boeing's  merger 
with  McDonnell  Douglas. 

According  to  yesterday's  Le 
Monde,  the  prime  minister, 
Lionel  Jospin,  Is  intending  to 
extricate  the  Flench  arm  of 


Airbus  from  deadlocked  dis- 
cussions over  a merger  of  the 
loss-making  Aerospatiale  and 
the  profitable  private  fighter 
plane  builder.  Dassault  1 

Talks  about  the  future 
shape  of  Airbus  may  soon  be 
free  to  restart  under  the  plan 
— portrayed  optimistically  by 
Mr  Jospin's  office  as  proof 
that  France  wants  to  lead  the 
restructuring  of  European  air- 
craft budding  rather  than  be  a 
recalcitrant  partner. 

The  French  premier  is  at- 
tempting to  force  a reluctant 
Dassault  into  a merger  with 
A&rospatiale,  warning  that 
feilure  to  comply  will  force 
the  government  to  b«md  its 
minority  4&9  per  cent  stake  in 


the  company  over  to  Aerospa- 
tiale. Dassault  has  refused  to 
co-operate  unless  the  French 
government  drops  tits  refusal 
*to  privatise  Aerospatiale. 

The  Airbus  consortium  — 
Aerospatiale,  Daimler-Benz 
Aerospace  (Dasa),  British 
Aerospace  and  Spain’s  Casa — 
was  formed  in  1970  and  has 
been  hampered  by  French 
resistance  to  turning  the  com- 
pany into  afolly  independent 
corporate  entity  which  could 
be  floated.  French  reluctance 
has  been  led  by  the  state- 
owned  Aerospatiale's  presi- 
dent, Yves  Michot,  who  feds 
he  has  far  more  to  lose  than 
his  partners  since  60  per  cent 
of  its  turnover  is  from  Airbus. 


Mr  Jospin's  plan  is  under- 
pinned by  a revised  version  of 
the  forced  marriage  which 
President  Jacques  Chirac  an- 
nounced in  February  last  year 
between  Dassault  and  Aero- 
spatiale. Putting  the  two 
together  would  give  Aerospa- 
tiale further  muscle  beyond 
its  dominant  Airbus  interests. 
But  Mr  Jospin's  move  has 
been  given  added  urgency 
following  the  recent  US  mega- 
merger  which  has  led  the  rest 
of  the  European  industry  to 
call  for  rapid  reciprocal  con- 
solidation. Mr  Jospin's  mes- 


sage to  Dassault  inrfhe  last  few 
days  appears  to  have  been;  get 
under  the  umbrella  before  the 

rain  comes. 


To  Serge  Dassault,  tihe  head 
of  a company  which  ' in  1995 
made  profits  of  Fr  288  million 
(£29  mOlfon),  the  -marriage 
with  Aerospatiale,  Milch  -in 
the  same  year  lost  Ft  961  mil- 
lion remains  a Of  high 

treason  while  Afep6spatiale 
remains  in  state  control. 

But  the  latest  forest  to 
transfer  the  state  sharabnid- 
ing  into  AgrospatiJfe  Is  ex- 
pected to  concentrate  Mr  Das- 
sault's mind-  The  suggestion 
is  that  Aerospatiale  would 
then  need  to  buy  arty  a fur- 
ther 5 per  cent  — roughly  foe 
amount  held  by  individual 
shareholders  — to  hase  a con- 
trolling stake.  m 

Yesterday,  a spokesman  for 


New  executive 
bonus  schemes 
‘failing  to  work’ 


LI—  Buckingham 

City  Editor 


IEW-STYLE  - executive 
bonus  schemes,  recom- 
mended by  the  Green- 
bury  Committee  tin  an  effort 
to  deflate  popular  fury  over 
boardroom  greed,  are  proving 
too  expensive  and  complex 
for  all  but  the  very  largest 
companies,  research  pub- 
lished today  reveals. 

In  a damaging  disclosure 
about  the  boardroom  changes 
recommended  by  Greenbury 

two  years  ago,  a leading 
remuneration  consultant  has 
suggested  that  the  committee 
may  not  have  been  property 
warned  about  the  potential 
pitfalls  to  long-term  incentive 

plans. 

According  to  a study  car- 
ried out  by  the  Monks  Part- 
nership, about  one  in  four 
FTSE 100  companies  has  now 
shifted  away  from  discredited 
share  option  schemes  alto- 
gether. But  a majority  of  large 
companies  stiff  has  a share 
option  plan  in  place  and. 
about  90 -per  cent  of  smaller 
organisations  foiled  to  res- 
pond to  Greenbury’s  call  for 
executive  rewards  to  be  more 
closely  linked  to  corporate 
performance.  . 

David  Atkins,  of  Monks, 
said;  “Perhaps  the  (Green- 
bury) committee  was  less 
than  well  briefed  on  these 
plans.  They  could  see  the  ad- 
vantages and  it  would  not  De 
fair  to  biawift  everything  on 
Greenbury.  as-  there  was  A jot 
of  pressure  from  institutional 
shareholders.  But  there  doap- 
pear  to  be  problems  w® 

these  restricted  share  plans. 


Monks  said  that'  now  the 
initial  spate  of  long-term  in- 
centive schemes  are  coming 
to  the  end  of  their  first  perfor- 
mance period,  industry  is  tak- 
ing a breather  to  assess  their 
success. 

But  it  is  dear  that  a vast 
majority  of  organisations 
have  .decided,  to  retain- share 
option  schemes 'even  if  these 
are  kept  “on  the  shelf”  to  be 
reactivated  if  legislation  on 
awwirtw  jay  changes.. 

And  Mr  Atkins  aays  almost 
ah  the  companies  which  have 
overseas  directors  and  senior 
managers  stfll  use  share  op- 


Scargill  angry  as  union 
members  bury  hatchet 


Industrial  staff 


tions  because  they  are  easy  to 
understand  and  allow  staff  to 
assess  their  wealth  almost 
teSfy. 

Although  longterm  incen- 
tives win  praise  for  turning 
directors  into  shareholders 
and  aligning  their  fortune 
with  foe  performance  of  foe 
company,  Mr  Atkins  said  that 
even  executives  who  do  cot 
plan  to  hop  Jobs  want  to  be 
able  to  see  what  they  are 
worth. 

Long  term-incentive  plans 

particularly  those  which 

pay  out  according  to  how  foe 
company’s  total  shareholder 
return  has  performed, 
against  an  index  — are 
regarded  as  difficult  to 
understand  and  need  a stock- 
broker to  assess,  frequently 
foralargefee.  • 

Monks  Partnership  be- 
lieves foe  Issue  of  executive 
remuneration  has  entered  a 
"middle  phase"  when  compa- 
nies-will  seek  to  assess 
whether  new  long-term  ;plans 
provide  the  remuneration 
answer  business  has  bean 
looklngtor. 
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INERS  belonging  to 
the  rival  National 
Union  of  Mine- 
workers  and  Union  of  Demo- 
cratic Mineworkers  yester- 
day burled  the  hatchet  to  try 
to  save  the  Asfbrdby  superpit 
-threatened  with  closure.. 

The  move,  after  13  years  of 
bitterness  prompted  by  a split 
river  the  year-long  1964/85 
miners'  strike,  angered  NUM 
president  Arthur  Sc&rgUL 
Local  members  of  foe  two 
mkms  have  13  weeks  to  save 
500  jobs  at  the  Leicestershire 
mmo  RJB  Mining,  the  £340 
million  pit's  owner,  an- 
nocmced  its  closure  “owing  to 
adverse  geological  condi- 
tions” last  Monday. 

- For  foe  first  time  since  De- 
cember 1986,  an  NUM  official, 
area  genual  secretary  tor 
Leicester  Peter  Smith, 
entered  the  Nottinghamshire 
UDM8  headquarters. 

He  said  after  a two-hour 
meeting:  “This  is  the  battle 
for  Asfordby.  We’ve  had  IS 


years  erf  politics  but  we've 
only  got  13  weeks  to  keep  the 
pit  open.  My  150  members 
have  instructed  me  to  try  to 
save  their  jobs.  We  will  do 
everything  to  save  the  mine.” 
Lee  Moorcroft,  foe  UDM 
branch  secretary,  said:  “At 
tha  and  of  the  day  the  i«4b  at 
the  pit  said  we’d  got  to  get  our 
heads  together  ...  We’ve 
either  to  show  a united  front 
or  we  lose  Asfbrdby.  Because 
we  don't  want  to  lose  it,  we 
will  he  figHtinp  to  save  the 
mine  and  put  one  stogie  case.” 
But  Mr  Scargill  said:  "The 
NUM  at  national  level  will 
not  under  any  circumstances 


fift  down  or  associate  with  the 
breakaway  [union].  The  NUM 
wffl  do  everything  to  its 
power  to  prevent  the  closure. 
It's  being  closed  despite  an  as- 
surance from  the  previous 
government's  experts,  Boyd’s 
[mining  engineers  who  ad- 
vised os  foe  sale]. 

"If  those  miners  who  be- 
long to  the  breakaway  bad 
joined  foe  1934/5  strike  In- 
stead of  forming  the  UDM 
and  supporting  Margaret 


Thatcher  and  John1  Major, 
not  only  would  Asfbrdby  but 
150  pits  that  have  Closed  in 
the  last  decade  be  open 
We’ve  nothing  but  contempt 
for  the  UDM  and  well  not  sit 
down  with  the  UDM." 

The  Labour  MP  tor  North- 
west Leicestershire,  David 
Taylor,  joined  the  two  unions 
and  Andy  Wilkie,  the  colliery 
deputies'  branch  secretary,  at 
the  talks. 

Mr  Taylor,  who  has  ISO  con- 
stituents working  at  the 
mine,  said  another  500  local 
jobs  would  be  in  jeopardy 
with  the  closure.  ‘Tih  going 
to  take  the  battle  to  - London. 
Labour  has  to  have  an  energy 
policy  that  includes  CoaL  It’s 
very  much  a last-ditch  effort 
I hope- we  can  save  theBritish 
coal  industry.  There  are  23 
pits  at  the  moment  but  RJB 
Mining  could  redUCBr-  thpm 
down  to  10."  ' . 

The  coalition  is  awaiting 
the  final  report  Etoih  the 
UDWs  miniwgr  aigthttfi  Alan 
Dobbs,  cm  the  pit  wmch  has 
about  a third  erf  Britan’s  coal 
reserves.  — 


Lean  councils  hitting  the  fit 


MbHneli 


THE  coat  of  having  ftm 
and  getting  fit  is  soar- 
ing; according  to  a new 
survey. 

The  study  shows  that 
entry  charges  for  conncQ- 
rxm  recreation.. facilities 
Hfcp  swimming  pools,  golf 
courses,  football  pitches 
and  fitness  centres  are 
growing  rapidly  at  the 
same  ttme  as  local  author^ 
ties  cut.  back -on  foe’ cash 
they  earmark  for  improv- 
ing 

Connells  in  England  and 
Wales,  says  foe  report,  plan 
to  ^m«i  £533  million On 
swimming  pools,  sports  to- 
ftliwiifr  and  recreation  cen- 


tres this  year — £18  million 
.toss  than  last  year. 

The  report  by  foe  Insti- 
tute of  Public  Finance  — 
the  trading  arm  of  CIPFA, 
the  professional  accoun- 
tancy body  for  public  ser- 
vices — shows  that  the  av- 
erage charge  for  foe  use  of 
an  unlit  an-wealher  sports 
pitch  has  more  than 
doubled  to  £2420  an  hour 
In  foe  tost  seven  years. 

Over  the  ««we  period  the 
cost  of  an  adult  seven-day 
'season  ticket  for  golf  has 
risen  by  almost  100  per  cent 
to  £287.50  a year. 

Daring  the  same  seven- 
year  period  retail  prices 
have  risen  by  just  25  per 
cent.  “These  increase 
seem  to  have  been  one  of 


foe  ways  in  which  local  au- 
thorities have  sought  to 
constrain  their  recreation 
service  budgets.**'  said 
CIPFA. 

The  report  also  shows 
how  much  more  Londoners 
pay  to  use  council  leisure 
facilities  than  residents  in 
more  rural  areas.  ' 

London  golfers,  using 
local  authority  , courses, 
have  to  pay  the  sort  Of  fees 
that  could  buy  them  mem- 
bership of  a private  club  in 
some  parts  of  the'  country. 
According  to  the  report,  the 
average  cost  of.  :aar*  mult 
seven-day  golf  soafion  ticket 
Is  £486  a year,  while  out- 
side London  eqntfaftnt  fa- 
cilities would  corfdround 
£277  a year.  * '•’ 


Dan  Atkinson 


SPORTING  goods  group 
Dunlop  Slazenger  yester- 
day announced  an  internal  in- 
vestigation, as  a matter  of 
“utmost  priority’*,  into  Its  in- 
volvement In  a controversial 
scheme  that  pledged  custom- 
ers full  refunds  on  goods  after 
five  years.  The  vouchers  were 
issued  by  a company  taken 
over  tost  week  by  the  Official 
Receiver. 

It  is  thought  Dunlop  may  be 
down  £50,000  on  money  it  paid 
to  Intervest  in  return  tor 
books  of  cash-back  vouchers. 
Intervest  pledged  to  buy  bafck 
after  five  years  at  full  fece 
value  goods  sold  with  these 
vouchers:  the  company  would 
make  its  money  on  foe  ffcfct 
that  many  people  would  for- 
get to  claim  their'eash.  oth^s 
would  not  wish  to  and  those 
that  did  may  well  miss  the 
strict  deadline  for  claims. 

Firms  like  Dunlop,  in  foe 
meantime,  would  be  able  to 
offer  customers  an  added  16- 
ceutive  to  buy  in  return  tor- 
money  paid  to  Intervest  for 
the  vouchers,  or  “cheques”.  \ 
But  Margaret  Beckett  foe 
Trade  and  Industry  Secre- 
tary, has  asked  the  HT&h 
Court  to  wind  up  Intervest 
“in  the  public  interest".  Her 
petition  follows  a DTI  investi- 
gation under  Section  447;’df 
the  Companies  Act,  the  sec- 
tion allowing  investigators  to 
demand  books,  papers  and 
planations. 

Pending  the  winding-tip 
hearing  on  September  17,  the 
Official  Receiver  has  been 
given  control  of  the  Interv&t 
companies. 

Hie  DTI  said  it  has  be&n 
"unable  to  confirm  the  finan- 
cial status  of  the  US  company 
liable  to  honour  the  cash-back 
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the  French  prime  minister’s 
office  indicated  that  -foe 
revamped  plan  was  a matter 
of  "needs-must”,  after  the 
Boeing-McDonnell  Douglas' 
merger.  Other  Airbus  part- 1 
ners  saw  the  move  as  a iign 
that  France  was  finally  intent 
on  breaking  the  logjam  bidd- 
ing up  consolidation  cf 'the 
European  industry-  One 

source  suggested  the  plan  rpay 
be  to  give  Aerospatiale  suffi- 
cient alternative  assets,  so 
font  the  Airbus  interest  can 
safely  be  removed  to  a new- 
look  Airbus  pile  which  foe 
partners  have  agreed  to  estab- 
lish by  1999.  . J! 

BAe  refused  detailed 


Dunlop 
pledges 
refunds  on 
vouchers 


INFLATIONARY  booms  m 
Britain  bare  three  distinct 
phases.  First,  there  is 
credit-financed  rise  in  con 
sumer  spending.  That  is  fol- 
lowed by  a deterioration  in 
the  trade  figures  as  excess  de- 
mand is  met  by  imports. 
Finally,  the  balance  of  pay- 
ments cannot  take  foe  strain 
on  its  own  and  the  pressure 
leaks  out  into  higher  prices. 

A cursory  glance  at  yester- 
day’s trade  figures  would  sug- 
gest that  we  are  now  entering 
foe  second  phase  of  the  eyrie. 
Export  values  are  still  rising, 
but  imports  are  rising  even 
fester,  pushing  the  monthly 
deficit  up  to  almost  £1  billion 
and  the  quarterly  shortfall  to 
£2^  billion. 

The  prospect  for  imports 
looks  less  bleak  than  it  was  a 
decade  ago,  even  though  Brit- 
ain still  seems  to  have  a prob- 
lem with  insufficient 
capacity.  In  the  peak  year  of 
the  Lawson  boom,  1988.  the 
volume  of  non-oil  imported 
goods  rose  by  14  per  cent; 
over  the  past  12  months  they 
are  up  by  per  cent 

Perversely,  exports  are  the 
real  worry  despite  recent 
good  figures.  Overseas  sales 
of  OK  goods  have  held  up 
well  in  the  face  of  the  25  per 
cent  appreciation  of  sterling 
over  the  past  18  months,  and 
the  willingness  of  UK  firms  to 
shave  profit  margins  to  pro- 
tect market  share  means  they 
are  still  rising  robustly. 

In  part  this  may  be  because 
British  goods  are  becoming 
less  price  elastic  than  they 
once  were,  and  are  competing 
cm  quality  and  after-sales  ser- 
vice rather  than  on  price. 

However,  it  must  be  recog- 
nised that  an  even  more  com- 
pelling explanation  is  that  ex- 
porters are  living  off  the  fat 
profit  margins  built  up  in  foe 
aftermath  of  Black  Wednes- 
day. The  official  figures  flatly 
contradict  the  recent  gloom- 
laden  CBI  surveys. 

For  the  time  being,  there  is 
little  prospect  of  a re-run  of 
the  late  1980s  and  talk  of  a 
balance  of  payments  crisis  is 
otiose.  But  the  balance  of 
risks  over  the  next  few 
months  is  that  exports  cease 
to  defy  gravity  and  Imports 

continue  to  be  sucked  in  to 
satisfy  consumers  flush  with 
cash.  If  that  happens,  the 
fourth  stage  of  foe  cycle  will 
dawn  — a collapse  in  the  cur- 
rency accompanied  by  a 
sharp  policy-induced  contrac- 
tion in  domestic  demand. 


High  street  hubris 

THE  almost  public  selec- 
tion process  to  find  a 
second  new  chief  execu- 
tive in  two  years  at  W H 
Smith,  which  has  also  seen 
the  finance  director 
apparently  backing  plans  to 
break  up  foe  group,  is  only 
foe  latest  disaster  to  hit  foe 
much  troubled  newsagent 


This  is  a company  which 
has  wasted  hundreds  erf  mil- 
lions of  pounds  over  the  years 
in  one  doomed  attempt  after 
another  to  diversify  from  Its 
main  high  street  chain.  Yet  it 
is  now  obvious  that  tbe 
group’s  efforts  should  have 
been  directed  at  running  that 
chain  properly. 

Amid  the  flurry  of  succes- 
sion speculation  what  might 
easily  be  missed  is  tbe  feet 
that  things  have  already 
changed  from  the  days  of  pa- 
ternalism and  deference 
which  allowed  the  group  to 
drift  into  its  present  mess. 

Bill  Cockburn  may  be  de- 
parting prematurely  after 
being  lured  away  by  BT.  and 
nobly  disclaiming  rights  to 
his  last  month’s  salary,  but 
the  changes  he  set  In  motion 
are  continuing  — a new  boss 
at  W H Smith  Retail  is  now 
addressing  “poor  retail  disci- 
plines”, tbe  euphemism  for 
doing  things  badly. 

That  will  not  solve  the 
problem  erf  how  to  capitalise 
on  a substantial  high  street 
presence  in  an  era  of  super- 
store shopping.  But  it  will  be 
a start  which  might  put  tbe 
business  in  a position  to  light 
the  supermarkets  cm  some- 
thing like  an  equal  footing. 

If  this  can  be  achieved,  the 
argument  for  break-up  might 
seem  a little  different  With 
the  share  price  bumping 
along.  It  is  easy  to  show  that 
foe  parts  might  be  worth 
more  than  is  reflected  by  tbe 
stock  market  But  one  res- 
ponse to  that  is  to  ask  the  City 
to  justify  foe  gap  between  cur- 
rent and  possible  break-up 
values.  It  cazmot  be  accounted 
for  by  tbe  gummed  down  cen- 
tral team  which  is  all  that 
would  go  in  a break-up.  The 
dear  implication  is  that  the 
City  is  failing  to  give  the 
group  its  proper  value  even  in 
its  present  farm. 

The  challenge  for  W H 
Smith  is  to  capitalise  on  the 
large  market  shares  it  can 
claim  across  the  various  for- 
mats. not  to  lose  that  poten- 
tially powerful  position. 


Off  the  rails 

T WOULD,  doubtless,  glad- 
den the  heart  of  Lady 
Thatcher  to  note  that  the 
tide  of  privatisation  sweeps 
on.  Yesterday  it  was  the  turn 
of  two  very  disparate  institu- 
tions, the  Milan  stock  ex- 
change and  the  Czech  railway 
company,  to  take  a step  along 
foe  road  to  the  private  sector. 

Bidding  for  the  Milan  mar- 
ket is  likely  to  be  brisk, 
though  the  buyers  of  a 51  per 
cent  stake  win  additionally 
have  to  provide  an  8 billion 
lire  (£2.8  million)  capital 
increase. 

Enthusiasm  for  a minority 
stake  in  foe  Czech  rail  net- 
work may  be  less  overwhelm- 
ing. Tbe  company  is  losing 
money  heavily.  Indeed,  foe 
electricity  company  cut  off 
power  to  its  Prague  headquar- 
ters earlier  this  week  to  sig- 
nal its  displeasure  over  un- 
paid bills.  Nor  is  the 
government  prepared  to 
stump  up  more  cash  on  foe 
pardonable  grounds  that  it 
might  not  get  it  back. 

No  such  problems  in  Brit- 
ain. British  Rail  has  been  pri- 
vatised. Now  Britain  has,  ac- 
cording to  a UBS  survey,  the 
most  expensive  rail  travel  in 
the  world. 


US  court  move 
to  halt  MCI  bid 


Nicholas  Bannister 
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N MCI  Shareholder  has 
asked  a US  court  to 
lock  British  Telecom’s 
£10.2  billion  revised  bid  for 
tbe  company. 

Benjamin  Brown’s  action  in 
Delaware  is  foe  first  legal 
move  to  block  the  bid  since 
BT  negotiated  a 19  per  cent 
reduction  in  its  offer  last  Fri- 
day — though  there  are  six 
other  legal  actions  opposing 
BTs  original  bid  last  Novem- 
ber on  the  grounds  that  it  was 
unfair  and  grossly 
inadequate. 

An  MCI  spokesman  refused 
to  comment  on  tbe  legal 
action  hut  added:  "We  be- 
lieve, m tbe  advice  of  inde- 


pendent  financial  advisers, 

liabilities...  or  to  establish  that  the  new  terms  are  right” 
that  any  fond  Is  being  created  Possible  MCI  aharehnider 
for  that  purpose.  opposition  to  the  new  terms  is 


Dunlop  said  it  had  been  as- 
sured by  the  underwriter.  Ail- 
state  Acceptance  Corpora- 
tion, that  customers  wouldTJe 
able  to  claim  their  mopiey 
back 


the  biggest  threat  to  the 
merger  which  will  create  one 
<rf  tbe  world’s  largest  telecom 
groups. 

Senior  MCI  management  is 
confident  that  its  big  institu- 


tional shareholders  will  back 
the  new  deal  but  is  concerned 
that  sane  smaller  sharehold- 
ers, together  with  arbitra- 
geurs holding  about  a third  of 
the  group,  may  oppose  it  on 
the  grounds  that  It  gives  too 
much  away  to  BT. 

BT  was  forced  to  renego- 
tiate foe  deal  after  Its  institu- 
tional shareholders  said  they 
could  not  support  the  original 
terms  in  foe  light  of  MCTs 
surprise  revelation  last 
month  that  It  expected  losses 
on  its  local  calls  business  to 
double  to  8800  million  (£500 
million)  this  year  and  even 
more  next  year. 

MCI.  America’s  second 
largest  long  distance  carrier. 
Is  seeking  to  break  into  foe 
giQO  bfllion-a-year  local  calls 
market  following  changes  in 
US  telecom  legislation  last 
year. 

BT  shares,  which  fell  22 yip 
on  Tuesday  after  It  became 
known  that  the  group  had 
agreed  to  pay  MCI  $750  mil- 
lion damages  if  BT  Sharehold- 
ers refused  to  sanction  foe 
new  offer,  slipped  a further  9p 
yesterday  to  dose  at  404Kp. 


OUTLOOK/WH  Smith  will  not  tie  rushed  into  picking  new  chief,  reports  ROGER  COWE 
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EHEMY  Hardie.  chair- 
man of  W H Smith, 


out  from  the  top  job  because 
he  believes  the  group  needs  a 


yesterday  leapt  to  the  I retailer  rather  than  a finan-  already  “on  the  periphery”. 


U defend  of  his  fkmce  cialexpert  ™ riwlnnan  saidT"  ' ' 

director.  Keith  Ha-  "The  challenge  is  to  create  file  confirmed  that  three  in- 
mill. and  attempted  to  more  value  from  the  £800  mil-  ter^  hopefuls  for  the  job  had 
dampen  expectations  of  an  lion  sales  in.  V?  h Smith  Ken  interviewed,  as  "well  as 
imminent  upheaval  at  the  Retail.  That  is  predominantly  former  Burton  boss  Stuart 
leaderless  retailer.  a retail  job.”  be  said.  ' Rose,  But  he  hinted  that  there 

Announcing  improved  fi*  The  finance  director  in-  fryuld  be  other  g eternal  candi* 
nancial  results,  he  also  sisted  he  would  be  happy  to  dates  A»d  said  the  board 


chairman  sai<L 


leaderless  retailer.  a retail  job.”  he  s»»h 

Announcing  improved  fi-  The  finance  director  m- 
nancial  results,  he  also  sisted  he  would  be  happy  to 

warned  that  it  would  be  some  

time  before  a new  chief  execu- 

five  was  appointed.  Mr  Ha-  _ _ 

milt  baa  been  Hnfcuri  with  I v S quite  3 tiapp] 

plans  to  break  up  the  new-  « 

stand  to  music  group,  which  ™y  co i leagues  an 
allegedly  led  to  his  being  ex- 
cluded from  the  race  for  the 
chief  executive's  job.  stay  in  his  present  job  and 

But  the  chairman  said  paid  tribute  to  the  manage- 
there  had  been  no  such  plan  meat  team.  “It’s  quite  a happy 
and  no  disagreement  among  place,  actually.  Through  quite 


‘It’s  quite  a happy  place,  actually. 
My  colleagues  are  very  supportive 


ocfcbura  will  not  leave  until  the  business  better  rather 
le  end  of  September  but  is  than  to  sell  subsidiaries  such 
ready  “on  the  periphery”,  as  Wafer-stone's, 
te  “We  carried  out  a strategic 

He  confirmed  that  three  In-  review  in  1996  and  that 
ftial  hopefuls  for  the  job  had  resulted  In  some  disposals.” 
=*n  interviewed,  as  well  as  he  said.  **The  board  knows  all 
inner  Burton  boss  Stuart  about  shareholder  value  and 
ose.  But  he  hinted  that  there  the  disposal  of  assets  but  the 
upd  he  other  external  candi*  implementation  of  our  steat- 
ites and  said  the  board  egy  does  not  involve  selling 

off  anymore  businesses. ” 

He  dismissed  calculations 
«___  | it-  by  City  analysts  that  the1 

lace,  actually.  group  would  be  worth  more 

■- _«  than  its  present  £1  billion 

rery  supportive  'stock  market  price  tag  if  it 

were  split  up. 

“There  is  a huge  gap  be- 
ould  not  be  rushed  into  an  tween  doing  the  arithmetic  I 
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boom  is  on 
the  move 
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Rose.  But  he  hinted  that  there 
fcmlri  be  other  external  candi* 
dates  and  said  the  board 


chief  executives  job.  stay  In  his  present  job  and  would  not  be  rushed  into  an  tween  doing  the  arithmetic 

But  the  chairman  said  paid  tribute  to  the  manage-  appointment  because  of  wide-  and  turning  it  into  a good 
there  had  been  no  such  plan  meat  team.  “It’s  quite  a happy  spread  speculation  and  idea.  But  that  also  ignores 
and  no  disagreement  among  place,  actually.  Through  quite  rumours  of  management  what  W H Smith  is  hying  to 
the  board,  which  was  intent  a difficult  period  over  the  past  dissent.  do.  We  are  not  a conglomer- 

ate, selling  socks  and  insur- 
ance. We  are  a group  of  simi- 
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on  implementing  the  strategy  couple  of  weeks,  my  col- 
developed  by  outgoing  chief  leagues  have  been  very 


executive.  Bill  Cockbum. 

Mr  Ham  ill  said  he  had  mis- 
takenly been  associated  with 
a break-up  plan  because  of  his 
strenuous  efforts  to  persuade 
the  City  that  the  group’s 


“It  is  only  two  months  since 
pffl  Cockbum  announced  his 


supportive."  resignation . . . This  is  a very 

Mr  Hardie  is  acting  as  important  decision  and  we 
group  chief  executive  need  to  get  it  right.” 


back  into  the  black  after  businesses  were  slightly 
losses  last  year,  caused  by  Mr  ahead,  although  Mr  Hardie 


Cockb  urn’s  restructuring. 

A pension  write-off  reduced 


acknowledged  that  the  L5  per 
cent  rise  in  sales  from  the 


resignation . . . This  is  a very  \ lar  businesses  with  sub-  pre-tax  profit  to  just  £51  mil-  high  street  chain  was  not 
important  decision  and  we  stantial  Inter-connections,  lion  on  sales  of  £2.8  billion,  enough. 


following  the  announcement 
in  June  that  Mr  Cockbum 


mportant  decision  and  we  stantial  Inter-connections. 
ieed  to  get  it  right.”  For  example,  there  are  con- 

Despite  mounting  specula-  nections  between  Retail  and 

i V* 


tjon  over  the  past  two  months 


was  departing  to  join  British  about  a break-up  of  the  group, 


share  price  was  ridiculously  Telecom  after  less  than  two  Mr  Hardie  insisted  that  the  the  best  performers  In  a year 
low.  And  he  had  ruled  himself  years  with  the  group.  Mr  group’s  priority  was  to  run  which  saw  the  group  bounce 


For  mpte,  there  are  con-  slightly  below  the  previous  “In  the  past  we  have  failed 
nections  between  Retail  and  year  because  of  disposals.  Ex-  to  exploit  the  market  as  we 
Water-stone's."  cess  stories  at  the  main  retail  should.  But  this  is  a business 

The  bookshops  have  been  chain  also  prompted  a £6  mil-  which  can  be  and  is  being 
the  best  performers  In  a year  lion  writeoff  turned  round,  although  there 


Sales  of  the  continuing]  is  a long  way  to  go/ 


BRITAIN’S  house 
price  boom  has 
spread  beyond  Lon- 
don and  the  South- 
east to  many  other  parts  of 
the  country,  with  properties 
in  Buckinghamshire  now 
worth  a quarter  more  than  a 
year  ago. 

Figures  published  yester- 
day by  die " Land  Registry 
show  that  prices  rose  by 
8£per  cent  across  England 
and  Wales  over  the  past 
twelve  months,  although 
those  in-  Greater  London  are 
now  12.8  per  cent  higher  than 
a year  ago.  . - ■ . . 

Blit  some  provincial  home- 
owners enjoyed  even  higher 
property . " inflation.  In 
Staffordshire  and  Hartlepool 
prices  were  up  by  about 
19  per  cent,  while  those  in 
parte  of  Wales.  East  Sussex 
and  Bedfordshire  climbed  be- 
tween 16  and  17  per  cent  '- 
Some  pockets  of  London 
have  witnessed  spectacular 
Inflation,  with  properties  in 
Tower  Hamlets  shooting  up 
by  28  per  cent  and  those  In 
Islington  by  23  per  cent  •' 
However,  the  nation's  larg- 
est mortgage  tender,  foe  Hali- 
fax, whose  own  index  shows 
prices  rising  at  a more  sub- 
dued rate,  warned  that  the 
Land  Registry , statistics 
should  be  treated  .with 
caution.' 


Although  the  Registry  col- 
lates data  from  every  house 
purchase.  Its  sample  does  not 
take  into  account  the  differ- 
ent kinds  of  properties  being 
sold,  or  tbe  composition  of 
local  housing  stock. 

Its  report  discloses,  for  ex- 
ample, that  foe  price  of  tor- 
raced  homes  is  rising  fafer, 
at  around  12  per  cent  auto-- 
ally,  than  .new  detached 
homes,  which  are  up  a more 
modest  6.39  per  cent  New 
flats  - are  soaring  away  at 
25  per  cent  a year.  1 

The  Inflation  figure  in  a 
particular -area  could  there- 
fore, be  artificially  boosted, 
where  a high  proportion  of 
terraced-  properties  .are 

rhanging  hands. 

A spokesman  for  the  Hali- 
fax, which  last  reported 
annual  inflation  slowing  to  a 
little  over  6 per  cent,  said: 
“The  Land  Registry  Itself 
warns  that  Its  data  relies  on 
crude  averages,  and  these  can 
give'  a very  wkipating  pic- 
ture, iff  what  is. really  taking 
place  in  the  bousing  market.-  - 

However.  Britain's  biggest 
bunding  society;  foe  Nation- 
wide, which  has  remained 
consistently  more  optimistic 
about  the  housing  market 
than  foe  Halifax,  is  expected 
to  report  that  foe  boom  Is 
continuing  when  it  pub- 
lishes its  latest  Index  on  Fri- 
day. It  sees  prices  remaining 
a buoyant  12  per  cent  up  on 
the  year.  ' ■ 


In  Mug  

Mart  lev,  foe  building 
materials  group,  has 
shrugged  off  the  ef- 
fects of  the  strong  pound, 
recording  an  u per  cent  rise 
In  first  half  operating  profits 
to£28£xnfllioiiL  -.  " 

It  saSd’li  was  confident  that 
. conditions  were  picking  up  in 
many  of  its  key  markets,  par- 
ticularly the  US. 

The  company  also  said 
many  of  its  customers  in  the 
UK  housebuilding. sector 
were  enjoying  better  condi- 
tions;. And  conditions  in  Ger- ' 
many  — Martey’s  most  im- 
portant market  In  continental 
Europe  — were  showing 
strong  signs  of  improvement. 

David  TrapneD,  chief  execu- 
tive. said  that  despite  foe 
strength  of  sterling  — which 
chipped  £2.8  million  from 
Marley’s  profits  — the  group 
was  expecting  to  beat  last 
year's  performance. 

"The  latest  forecast  Is  for  a 
10  per  cent  increase  in  new 
housing  starts  for  the  whole 
year,  which  is  a reasonable 
level,  anri  our  housebuilding 
customers  say  they  are  look- 
ing forward  to  a busy 


autumn  _»  Mr  Trapnell  said 
Mariey  was  looking  to  make  a 
number  of  small  acquisitions, 
following  another  fall  in  its 
borrowings,  but  ruled  out  any 
"blockbuster"  deals.  ... 

Although  first  half  pre-tax 
profits  came  In  at  £24-5  mil- 
lion, down  on  foe  £632  mil- 
lion for  the  same  period  last 
time,  foe  1996  figures  were 
boosted  with  a one-off  gain  of 
£42.6  million  from  the  sale  of 
Mariey’s  old  automotive  prod- 
ucts business. 

However.  Mariey  shares  fell 
5tfp  to  109£p  on  tbe  statement, 
wifo  some  analysts  suggesting 
foe  group  is  unlikely  to  enjoy 
such  a high  "rate  Of  growth 
over  the  next  few  months. 

Elsewhere  In  the  budding 
materials  sector  yesterday, 
Topps  Tiles,  the  newly-floated 
tile  retailer,  announced  first 
half  pre-tax  profits  of 
£2L51  million,  a better  perfor- 
mance than  it  bad  predicted 
in  its  prospectus. 

Meanwhile,  Readymlx,  the 
Irish  concrete  maker  owned 
by  RMC,  announced  a 82  per 
cent  jump  In  first  half  pretax 
profits,  which  it  said  was  due 
to  booming  conditions  In 
Northern  Ireland,  the  Irish 
Republic  and  the  Isle  of  Man 


Held  of  dreams . . . Stuart  Carpenter  among  the  cannabis  he  is  growing  in  Essex  wifo  Home  Office  approval.  The  fibres  could  revolutionise  the  motor  Industry  PHCmxmAntaumMTURNBt 

The  inside  dope  on  growing  hemp -the  legal  way1  Bank  takes  credit 

for  70pc  profit  rise 


In  a secret  location,  Sarah  Ryle  finds 
fields  of  cannabis  that  is  not  for  smoking 


IT  IS  all  a bit  James  Bond, 
the  business  of  growing 
legal  cannabis.  The  Home 
Office  is  involved,  the  front  for 
Britain’s  only  hemp  operation 
is  shabby  and  isolated  — and 
the  company's  marketing  di- 
rector drives  around  in  a red 
Lotus  Elan. 

Hemcore  runs  its  £1  million  1 
business  from  a disused  sugar  i 
beet  factory  off  a quiet 
country’  lane  in  Essex  some- 
where between  Braintree  and 
a place  called  Bacon  End. 

This  dilapidated  factory  is 
the  hub  of  a four-year-old 
terming  venture  which  has 
outposts  north  of  Aberdeen 
and  In  the  farthest  reaches  of 
Cornwall  Fields  of  hemp  — 
which  looks  exactly  like  out- 
size cannabis — cover  areas  20 
times  the  size  of  Wembley’s 
football  pitch. 

Stuart  Carpenter,  the  owner 
of  the  Lotus  Elan,  and  market- 
ing director  of  Hemcore,  keeps 
the  exact  location  of  the  terms 
where  the  hemp  is  grown 


Underside 


Dan  Atkinson 


NATWEST  chief  execu- 
tive Derek  Wanless 
will  be  seeing  in  1998 
with  a crash  diet,  we  be- 
lieve. Contact  with  his 
office  wifo  a view  to  a lunch 
date  met  with  the  response 
that  a coffee  meeting  was 
about  foe  best  on  offer;  the 
great  man,  according  to  the 
secretary's  note,  ''is  not 
available  for  lunch  {for]  the 
rest  of  199T*. 

Ex-fraudbuster 

George  Staple  is  set- 
tling happily  baric  into 
the  private  Sector,  although 
there  has  been  a change  or 


secret  "That  map,”  he  boasts, 
pointing  at  a military-style 
ordnance  survey  chart  dotted 
wifo  large  pins,  "is  one  of  foe 
most  sought-after  in  the 
country.”  An  unpleasant  and 
uninvited  brush  with  the  tab- 
loid press  has  taught  him  to  be 
cautious. 

“We  only  really  have  prob- 
lems wifo  new  fields.”  says 
Mr  Carpenter.  A few  plants  go 
missing  as  foe  locals  discover 
that  they  would  have  to  puff 
through  hundreds  of  acres  at  a 
sitting  to  get  a buzz.  The  maxi- 
mum narcotic  content  of 
hemp  is  003  per  cent.  Hem- 
core is  forbidden  from  hand- 
ing out  plants  for  any  purpose 
by  foe  Home  Office,  which 
sends  its  helicopters  over  the 
fields  once  in  a while  to  check 
for  unusual  colour  or  growth,  j 

The  company  puts  up  with 
foe  attention  because  of  the 

potential  for  developing  a via- 
ble hemp  industry  to  compete 
with  the  French  and  the 
Dutch  to  meet  growing  de- 
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two  at  (Sty  solicitors  Clif- 
ford Chance  since  he  de- 
parted to  Elm  Street  in 
spring,  1992.  His  office  has 
shifted  from  modest  pre 


mand  in  Europe  amt  America. 
Hemp  was,  Hemcore  claims, 
Britain's  biggest  agricultural 
crop  until  the  18th  century.  Its 
$roog  fibres  were  used  for 
rope,  canvas  and  sacking  for  a 
xtation  dependent  an  shipping. 
The  first  jeans  were  made 
j from  hemp. 

Nowadays  the  fibres 
could  revolutionise  the 
motor  industry.  Mer- 
cedes is  using  hemp  fibre  in 
place  of  fibreglass  for  parts  of 
Its  E-doss  series.  Hemcore  is 
talking  to  Ford  about  a deal  to 
supply  parcel  shelves  for  its 
lorries. 

. ."Hemp  makes  fittings  that 
are  half  the  weight  and  much 
cheaper  Hwn  the  «»*t-<rHr>g  al- 
ternative,” says  Mr  Carpen- 
ter. "We  are  just  one  week 
away  from  befog  able  to  pro- 
duce the  outer  panels.  Hemp 
;<an  be  made  just  as  strong  as 
fibreglass.  The  great  thing 
about  it  is  that  it  Is  completely  : 
disposable,  unlike  fibreglass 
which  leaves  the  glass  when  it 
Is  burnt” 

' " Mercedes  and  other  German 
manufacturers  are  especially  i 
teen  on  hemp  because  by  2002. 1 


mises  near  Blackfrlars  to  a 
| vast  Aztec  human-sacrifice 
j temple  near  the  Barbican 
within  whose  walls  are  con- 
tinued all  foe  services  that 
Clifford  Man  could  require; 
two  shops,  dry-cleaning, 
postal  services,  film  devel- 
oping, flower-stall,  restau- 
rant and  an  Evening  Stan- 
dard vendor's  stand.  In  GS*8 
early  days,  Cliffords’  main 
service  was  the  daily  collec- 
tion of  detachable  shirt  edi- 
tors for  cleansing  at  the 
redoubtable  Collars  of 
Wembley.  But  some  thin  pa 
unite  to  dolce  vita  at  Clif- 
ford Chance  with  the  SFO 
cauldron.  Cliffords  have 
been  involved  In  untangling 
;tte  Fortune  pyramid  racket 
Ipsed  bx  Antigua  and  pro- 
moted over  the  Internet. 
Some  victims.  It  seems,  are 
furious  with  foe  law-men  — 


legislation  will  ban  any  fur- 
ther landfill,  giving  producers 
the  responsibility  to  dispose  of 
old  vehicles. 

The  outer  stem  is  used  to 
mairp  fibre,  but  foe  inner  core 
is  more  lucrative  at  present  It 
is  dried  ^ chopped  to  make 
bedding  for  horses  and  cattle. 
Hemcore  supplies  tbe  stables 
at  Buckingham  Mace.  But 
the  big  market  to  crack  is  the 
United  States  where  the  Chi- 
nese have  a stranglehold  on 
supply.  'The  Americans  go 
potty  over  hemp,”  explains  Mr 
Carpenter,  without  apparent 
irony.  They  like  hemp’s  green 
credentials  — its  narcotic  con- 
tent wards  off  bugs  so  that  foe 
crop  does  not  need  spraying— 
but  foe  US  government  for: 
bids  hemp  cultivation.  Tbe  di- 
mate there  would  enable  tbe 
crop  to  develop  its  foil  nar- 
cotic potential  outdoors,  un- 
like in  northern  Europe. 

Mr  ^'Carpenter  even  had 
Woody  Harrelson  — the  film 
star  last  seen  as  pom-king 

Larry  Flynt  and  once  the  daffy 
Woody  from  Cheers  — . in  the 
front  of  his  Lotus.  The  actor  is 
also  frimous  for  ecological 
awareness  and  threatened  to 


they  still  believe  Fortune 
would  have  delivered  foe 
promised  huge  returns.  In- 
vests ingratitude.  It  seems. 
Is  much  foe  same  inECl  as 
in  WCl. 


wear  a hemp  suit  to  last  year’s 
Oscar  ceremony.  “We  are  try- 
ing tO  make  a tnnnlrt  to  malm 
frisbees  out  of  hemp  and  we 
want  him  to  put  his  signature 
on  them  along  wifo  a hemp , 
leaf  logo.  We  know  we  could  ; 
sell  loads  of  them  but  the  I 
mould  alone  would  cost 
£15,000  to  make,”  says  Mr 
Carpenter. 


THIS  is  Hemcore’s  di- 
lemma. The  company 
consists  of  four  direc- 
tors. two  of  them  from  HarLow 
Agricultural  Management, 
which  put  up  most  of  foe  start- 
up finance.  To  expand,  it 
needs  more  capital  and  the  di- 
rectors want  to  start  spread- 
ing the  risk.  They  hope  to 
double  the  present  5,400  acres 
next  year. 

“We  have  thought  about  go- 
ing for  a venture  capital  deal 
or  something  like  It  We  know 
we  have  a sexy  story  and  we 
would  have  no  problems  get- 
ting people  interested.'’ 

But  Hemcore  has  had  to 
tackle  bureaucracy,  getting 
Government  policy  changed 
on.  the  grounds  that  it  was  out 
of  line  with  EU  rules.  The  firm 


now  dreads  the  impact  of  pro- 
posed changes  to  agricultural 
subsidies.  A termer  growing 
hemp  gets  £230  per  acre  in 
subsidy  compared  with  £120 
for  wheat  Although  hamp  is 
good  for  the  soft,  pepping  it  up 
in  between  cereal  crops.  Han- 
core  says  it  would  be  unable  to 
compensate  termers  if  the 
hemp  subsidy  were  reduced, 
so  growers  would-  revert  to 
wheat. 

There  is  another  problem; 
licences  have  to  be  paid.  Just 
as  the  poll  tax  did  not  dis- 
criminate between  a Duke  and 
a dustman,  licences  are  £240 
per  grower  per  year  irrespec- 
tive of  foe  acreage  — a sum 

which  may  be  doubled. 

So  Hemcore,  from  its  rust- 
ing headquarters,  must  lobby 
hard  on  the  one  hand  and  cre- 
ate a market  for  new  products 
very  quickly  — foster  than 
they  can  get  patents  orgzt 
nised.  Hence  tbe  secrecy  at 
Felstead. 

It  is  forbidden  to  the  outside 
world.  Only  foe  hemp  world’s 
equivalent  of  James  Bond’s 
boffin,  Q,  and  his  awodates 
know  what  uses  the  crop  will 
be  put  to  next 


Sarah  Ryle  

GREDIT  Suisse,  the  Swiss 
bank  which  is  to  take 
over  insurers  Winter- 
thur to  create  a £20  bflUon  in- 
stitution, yesterday  confirmed 
Its  provisional  profit  an- 
nouncement and  published  de- 
tails of  foe  group's  earnings. 

The  deal  forced  it  to  issue 
headline  first-half  results 
early . It  revealed  a 70  per  cent 
rise  in  net  profit  to  SFrl.4  bil- 
lion (£590  million),  equivalent 
to  a 65  per  cent  increase  In 
earnings,  per  share  to  SFT7J25 
(£3.02)  — in  line  wifo  bumper 
gains  made  by  its  main  Swiss 
rivals.  Rising  financial  mar, 
kets  boosted  trading  and  com- 
mission income-  across  foe 
sector  and  last  year's  restruc- 
turing costs  and  bad  domestic 
debts  were  one-eff  charges, 
"Credit  Suisse  expects  to 
continue  to  nap  further  bene- 
fits from  the  strategic  refocus- 
ing,” the  company  told  share- 
holders. "The  group  is 


confident  of  achieving  a good 
result  for  the  year.”  .-  . . . 

The  full  statement  to  share- 
holders yesterday  showed 
that  Credit  Suisse  First  Bos-' 
ton  contributed  58  par  cent  of 
the  group’s  total  revenues. 
The  second  largest  share 
came  from  the  worldwide  pri- 
vate hanlrinp  business  (ZLpflT 
cent). 

Net  operating  income  rose 
27  per  cent  to  SFT8.07  billion 
(£&36  billion),  wifo  commis- 
sion tees  forming  foe  largest 
source  of  net  income  (38  per 
cent).  Revenue  from,  fires  rose 
by  28  per  cent  In  foe  first  half 
to  SEr  3.1  billion  (£L3  billion). 

Credit  Suisse  shares  fell 
more  than  id  per  cent  in  foe 
four  days  after  the  Winter- 
four  bid  was  announced  as 
foe  markets  expressed  doubts^ 
that  the  30,000  shareholders 
would  back  it.  The  company 
said  it  expected  "a  further 
positive  impact”  on  earnings  ' 
ftom  the  acquisition.  The  deal 
win  be  put  to  shareholders  on 
Septembers. 


AT  KEARNEY,  the  ace 
art  gallery  with  a 
rather  nice  manage- 
ment consultancy  attached, . 
Is  hosting  eight  private  | 
views  of  work  by  Anthony 
Ryton,  foe  veteran  painter. 
Not  to  be  outdone,  Ernst  & 
Young  — ace  art  sponsors 
with  a nice  little  accoun- 
tancy practice  attached  — 
will  be  hanging  out  with  the 
French  ambassador  and 
Tate  Gallery  director  Nicho- 
las Serota  to  launch  the  first 
major  British  exhibition  of 
Bonnard  since  1966.  Best  to 
keep  the  two  events  sepa- 
rate: Kearney's  enthusiasm 
for  Ryton  seems  to  dWA 
from  its  purchase  of  his  1996 
wrack,  Bankride.  This  bleak 
depiction  of  Industrial  dere- 
liction may  not  be  quite  up 
Mr  Scrota’s  Stress* : isn’t 
Backside  supposed  to  pro- 


TALKXNG  of  the  Inter- 
net. book  retailing  was 
to  have  been  “rocketed 
Into  a new  frontier”  today, 
courtesy  of  the  Internet 
Bookshop,  established  in 
1993  and  now  offering -1  mil- 
lion titles.  Managing  direc- 
tor and  founder  Darryl  Mat- 
tocks declared:  “On 

Thursday  28  August  1997. 
book  retailing  in  foe  UK 
and  worldwide  is  gmng  to 
change  dramatically.”  Alas, 
we  may  never  know  how. 
An  “unforeseen  technical 
hitch”- has  rocketed  the  an- 
nouncement Into  electronic 
oblivion. 


Newslnbrief 


AS  one  survey  puts 
boom-boom  Brtiaintop 
of  the  world  for  wages 
and  quality  of  Ufa  and  an- 
other one  puts  London  be- 
low Tehran  and  other  swing- 
ing hot-spots  for  cost  of 
living,  along  comes  a third 
— courtesy  of  UBS  — show- 
ing miserable  wanes  and 
Prices  edging  out  beyond  the 
Van  Allen  Radiation  Belt 
The  Swiss  bank  has  London 
hotels  as  world  walletthin- 
ning  champs,  and  Brits 
working  more  hours  than 
any  other  European  nation, 
earning  less  than  counter- 
parts in  France  and  Ger- 
many and  paying  top  dollar 
for  cars,  (London)  rents  and 
traveL 

Feel  good,  any  one? 


Sheaffer  pens 
blocked 

Tbe  New  York  supreme  court 
has  temporarily  blocked  the 
sale  of  Sheaffer  to  a group  of 
managers,  the  French  firm 
Bic  announced  yesterday.  Blc 
wfll  now  have  a chance  to  en- 
force an  earlier  agreement  It 
says  it  came  to  last  month  to 
buy  foe  US  pen  company. 

Aluminium  curb 

The  London  Metal  Exchange 
yesterday  imposed  limits  on 
aluminium  trading  following 
concern  that  market  manipula- 
tion may  be  distorting  prices. 
Spot  aluminium  must  be 
priced  at  no  more  than  $20' 
above  metal  for  delivery  one 


day  later— compared  with  up 
to$3SouTuesday. 

Uffe’sopen  market 

The  Corporation  of  London 
has  completed  negotiations 
wife  the  London  International 
Financial.  Futures  and  Op- 
tions Exchange,  Liffe,  to  move 
to  the  site,  of  foe  old  Spital- 
fields  market  an  foe  edge  af 
the  City.  The  building,  de- 
signed by  Sir  Norman  Foster,' 
awaits  planning  permission 
from  Tower  Hamlets. 

New  links  in  chain . 

The  Link,  pert  of  the  Dixons 
electrical  retailer  with  100  out- 
lets selling-  „ communications 
products,  is  to  double  Its  store 
network  within  two  years,  cre- 
ating up  to  800 jobs. 
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Golf 

Ryderplace 

kept  open 
for  Martin 


*? 

d 


DawM  Davfas  bi  Munich 


Forty-five  minutes 

after  the  close  of  the 
BMW  International 
Open,  which  start 
here  today  at  the  GoKcIub 
Munchen  Nord-Eichenried. 
Severiano  Ballesteros  may 
announce  the  team  for  the 
1997  Ryder  Cup  matr-h 
Spain  In  September.  Or  he 
may  not 

The  situation,  which  lias 
grown  more  muddled  by  the 
minute,  now  depends  first  on 
whether  a man  Ballesteros 
telephones  “more  often  than 
my  wife",  Miguel  Angel  Mar- 
tin. declares  himself  at  Mar- 
tin has  an  injured  wrist  and 
has  not  hit  a ball  since  the 
Open  Championship. 

In  that  time  he  hag  slipped 
down  the  Ryder  Cup  points 
list  until  now,  with  just  this 
week's  event  left,  he  Is  in  10th 
— and  last  — automatic  quali- 
fying place.  If  he  should 
retain  that  position  this  week 
he  will  be  eligible  to  play, 
should  be  choose  to  do  so. 

Last  week  in  Ireland,  at  a 
Ballesteros  press  conference, 
the  question  of  Martin  arose 
and  it  was  widely  awmmori 
that  the  Spaniard  had 
dropped  otrt.  Ballesteros  said: 
"He  will  not  be  able  to  play 
because  he  cannot  play."  Now 
Ballesteros  says:  “If  he  has 
qualified,  he  has  the  right  to 
play.  If  he  is  still  in  the  team 
at  the  end  of  the  week,  he  will 
have  one  week  to  prove  his 
fitness.  It  is  possible  that  I 
will  not  name  my  team  on 
Sunday." 

That  win  happen  only  if 
Martin  remains  in  the  auto- 
matic, top-10  section  of  the 
team.  If  he  slips  to  lith,  as 
most  of  Europe  outside  the 
Iberian  Peninsula,  is  hoping 
will  happen  on  the  grounds 
that  Martin  is  totally  inexpe- , 


rienced  at  this  level,  then  he 
has  no  chance. 

However,  just  who  wfll  be 
picked  depends  on  who  over- 
takes Martin  and  moves  into 
the  top  10.  If  it  Is  Jose  Marla 
Olazabal  — and  all  of  Europe 
Including,  the  Iberian  Penin- 
sula is  hoping  that  it  will  be 

— then  he  becomes  an  auto- 
matic choice  anil  Ballesteros 
can  add  Nick  Faldo  and 
JesperPamevfk. 

Olazabal  has  the  best 
chance  of  anyone,  ncniinc 

only  £9,000,  a top-20  finish,  to 
pass  Martin,  while  Padraig 
Harrington,  with  the  next 
best  chance,  has  to  win 
£31,770,  a top-five  finish. 
There  are,  though,  three  play- 
ers who  could  get  mtw  the  top 
10  by  winning  or  wwijng 
second  — Paul  Broadhurst 
Joakfm  Haeggman  and  Roger 
Chapman  — and  eight  more 

— Sam  Torrance.  Mark 
James,  Peter  Mitchell.  David 
Gxlford,  Peter  Baker,  Russell 
Clay  don.  Raymond  Russell 
and  Miguel  Angel  Jimenez  — 
who  all  need  to  win. 

And  to  think  it  was  only 
last  week  that  Ballesteros  was 
saying:  "It  is  aD  very  simple. 
There  is  no  dilemma,  i have  a 
very  clean:  mind  and  I have 
decided  what  I want  to  do.” 

Winning  this  week  will  be 
made  the  more  difficult  for 
everyone  by  the  presence  of 
someone  who  is  not  in  the 
least  bit  bothered  by  this 
Ryder  Cup  -rumpus,  the  US 
Open  eliampinyi  TTrnip  Rlc 
The  South  African,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  European  tour,  has 
to  play  u events  to  keep  his 
card  and  this  is  his  ninth.  He 
will  find  a course  that  is  play- 
ing short  and  is  very  soft. 

It  is  not  the  ideal  venue  for 
the  long-hitting  Els,  or  indeed 
for  a tournament  that  decides 
players  to  compete  in  the 
Ryder  Cup  at  the  much  longer 
and  harder  Valderrama. 
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Helen  Smyth  feels  Ryder  Cup  suspense 
mounting  even  at  rural  Forest  of  Arden 


IT  WAS  cameras,  lights 
and  action  yesterday  for 
Nick  Faldo,  who  found 
himself  the  centre  Of  all  at- 
tention at  this  country-dub 
course  in  rural 
Warwickshire. 

The  great  man  was  here 
for  the  final  of  the  inaugu- 
ral Faldo  Junior  Series,  a 
competition  for  single-fig- 
ure han  dicappers  aged  17 
and  under,  but  it  was  a 
competition  for  the  big 
boys,  the  Ryder  Cup,  that 
dominated  the  mtmte  of  his 
questioners. 

Faldo  is  no  better  than 
anyone  else  at  fathoming 
the  complex  mind  of 


Severiano  Ballesteros  but, 
in  an  understated  English 
way,  his  passion  for  the 
Ryder  Cup  matches  that  of 
Ma  captain. 

“It’s  very  important  to 
me  to  be  in  the  side.”  said 
Faldo,  who  has  yet  to  be 
given  the  si  or  no  by  Balles- 
teros. “I  want  to  be  there 
and  I*m  sure  I’m  going  to  be 
a good  partner.  I’ve  , learnt 
over  the  last  two  matches 
how  to  play  much  more  of  a 
part  in  the  team  room,  to 
pass  an  my  knowledge  and 
experience. 

“It’s  very  important  that 
the  seasoned  players 
should  take  the  rookies 


under  their  wing,  to  h>*ip 
them  produce  their  best 
golf.  A lot  goes  on  off  the 
golf  course  and  they  need  to 
be  guided  through  that,  so 
they're  keyed  up  and  ready 
to  play,  but  not  uptight.” 

Faldo  admitted  he  was 
himself  a little  nervous 
about  the  final  decision,  air 
though  he  felt  that  Jose 
Marla  Olazabal’s  perfor- 
mance in  Ireland  last  week 
had  taken  some  of  the  pres- 
sure off  him. 

He  had  every  sympathy 
for  the  injured  Miguel 
Angel  Martin  but  was  in- 
credulous at  reports  that 
the  Spaniard  might  con- 
sider playing  so  soon  after 
a wrist  operation.  “That 
could  jeopardise  his 
career,”  Faldo  said. 

*Tve  played  in  10  Ryder 


Cups  and  I want  to  keep 
playing  in  them"  added 
Faldo,  malting  the  point 
that  his  tally  was  more 
than  the  Americans  (Fred 
Couples  apart)  combined. 

“The  Americans  are  very 
talented  and  I think  we’re 
the  underdogs,”  he  added, 
“but  they're  green  on  expe- 
rience. There's  that  experir 

thing  again.  That's  my 

tramp  card." 

Asked  if  he  would  be 
waiting  for  a telephone  call 
from  Ballesteros  on  Sun- 
day, Faldo  said  he  would  be 
travelling  to  the  Canon 
European  Masters  in  Swit- 
zerland on  that  day  and 
would  not  be  checking  his 
answer  phone  because  he 
did  notown  such  a thing. 

“Fm  either  in  or  Fm 
out,”  he  said- 


Racing 


Bet  Pasternak 
‘with  a run’ 
for  Newmarket 


Graham  Hock 


*Seve knows  where  to  find  me* Faldo  finds  his  youth  tonmamenj:  overshadowed  by  anxions  speculation  framcbaron 

Tm  either  in  or  I’m  out,’  says  Faldo 


■^ASTERNAK  has  been 
■MPmade  favourite  for  the 
■ Tote  Cambridgeshire, 
at  odds  of  between  10-1  and  a 
best-priced  14-1  with  Lad- 
brokes, but  the  horse  who  car- 
ried my  colours  to  victory  in 
the  John  Smith’s  Magnet  Cup 
at  York  last  month  is  by  no 
means  certain  to  Hn»>  up  for 
the  first  leg  of  the  Autumn 
Double  at  Newmarket  on  Oc- 
tober 4.  His  supporters  should 
back  him  only  with  a run. 

During  the  last  Airlong  of 
the  Magnet  Cup,  run  cm  fast 
going,  Pasternak  lost  bis 
action  and  Sir  Mark  Prescott 
decided  he  would  not  risk  the 
ebb  on  firm  ground  through 
the  summer.  Consequently, 
Pasternak  has  enjoyed  a 
break  from  the  rigours  of 
hard  training,  and  hay  spent 
the  past  few  weeks  walking, 
swimming  and,  principally. 


He  returns  to  fast  work  on 
Tuesday,  and  if  he  enjoys  an 
uninterrupted  preparation, 
should  be  fit  towards  the  end 
of  next  month. 

The  Magnet  Cup  was  run 
over  10-and-a-half  furlongs, 
and  when  winning  over  the 
same  course  and  distance  last 
autumn  Pasternak  gave  every 
indication  of  staying  a mile 
and  a half 

That  theory  has  yet  to  be 
tested  on  the  racecourse,  but 
there  might  be  an  opportu- 
nity in  the  Tote  Sunday 
Special  Handicap,  a £50,000- 
added  event  run  at  Ascot  just 
six  days  before  the 
Cambridgeshire. 

A decision  on  which  race 
he  will  contest  will  not  be 
made  until  the  going  at  Ascot 
can  be  assessed  — and  if  the 
ground  were  Ann  at  both 
meetings,  he  would  run  in 
neither  race. 

Were  Pasternak  to  miss  the 
Cambridgeshire.  Komi  Is  at- 
tractively priced  at  25-1  with 


all  the  major  bookmakers.  He 
made  no  show  in  the  Magnet 
Cup,  but  judged  on  his  second 
to  Fly  TO  The  Stars  in  the  Bri- 
tannia Stakes  at  Royal  Ascot, 
he  is  reasonably  treated,  and 
looks  capable  of  further 
improvement. 

Piaisir  d‘ Amour,  who  came 
late  to  win  a competitive  slx- 
ftiriong  handicap  at  York  last 
week,  is  favourite  with  the 
sponsors  for  the  Ladbruke 
Ayr  Gold  Cup  on  September 
20.  which  has  attracted  a re- 
cord 142  entries. 

"‘She  Is  none  the  worse  for 
her  run.”  said  Neville  Calla- 
ghan. “She’d  been  on  the  go 
for  a long  time,  but  she  had  a 
break  before  York,  and  we’ve 
got  to  keep  her  right  for  an- 
other 20-odd  days.” 

Looking  for  value  at  this 
early  stage,  the  5S-1  Hill’s 
offer  about  Bahamian  Beauty, 
who  won  over  the  minimum 
distance  on  the  Knavesmire 
eight  days  ago,  is  worth 
considering. 

Last  year's  winner.  Coastal 
Bluff,  will  not  run  and  is  ex- 
pected to  face  Danetlme  and 
Royal  Applause  among  a top- 
class  field  for  the  Haydock 
Park  Sprint  Cup  a week  on 
Saturday. 

“Danetime  has  recovered 
from  the  slight  setback  be  had 
before  York,  and  will  go  to 
Haydock  all  being  well,”  Cal- 
laghan added. 

The  Newmarket  trainer 
saddles  Las  ham  (3.50),  who 
looks  the  likely  winner  of  the 
Steve  Wood  Memorial  Nurs- 
ery at  Musselburgh,  but  the 
best  bet  today  is  another  New- 
market raider,  River  Of  For- 
tune (4.20),  in  the  Forth  A.M. 
Claiming  Stakes. 

Mark  Tompkins’  filly  was 
slightly  disappointing  when 
only  third  to  Peter  Makin's 
Phylida  in  a similar  event  last 
week,  but  her  trainer  is  run- 
ning her  in  a modest  contest 
with  an  attractive  weight,  and 
River  Of  Fortune  can  win  her 
first  race  of  the  season. 
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Football 


Premiership:  Leicester  City  3,  Arsenal  3 


Hat-trick  for 


Bergkamp  still 
not  enough 


David  Lacey 


IAN  WRIGHT  has  stffl  not 
broken  Cliff  Bastin's  re- 
cord but  that  wQl  not  con- 
cern Arsenal  overmuch 
all  the  while  Dennis  Berg- 
kamp  continues  to  get  the 
needle.  The  Dutchman  com- 
pleted a hat-trick  In  injury 
time,  seconds  after  Matt  El- 
liott had  equalised  for  Leices- 
ter. only  for  the  home  side  to 
draw  level  again  In  the  fifth 
minute  of  stoppage  time 
through  the  captain  Steve 
Walsh's  header. 

A listless  Wright  was  taken 
off  IS  minutes  from  the  end. 
Leicester  then  roused  them- 
selves. EmUe  Heskey  scoring 
after  David  Seaman  had  lost 
Garry  Parker's  centre. 

Leicester  went  into  the 
game  having  taken  a leading 
role  In  the  early  jostling  for 
top  places.  Arsenal  were  not 
entitled  to  expect  to  punish 
Martin  O'Neill's  defence  with 
quite  the  alacrity  Dennis 
Bergkamp  bad  shown  in  de- 
stroying Southampton. 
Leicester  habitually  present  a 
thorny  thicket  to  their  oppo- 
nents and  have  one  of  the  Pre- 
miership's outstanding  de- 
fenders In  Elliott 
In  the  event  Bergkamp 
quickly  disproved  this  prog- 
nosis. and  In  any  case  Ian 
Wright  had  never  previously 
left  Filbert  Street  without  a 
goal  for  Arsenal 
Wright  tangled  with  Elliott 
in  the  sixth  minute.  The 


Arsenal  striker  went  down  in 
a show  of  agony  whidh  left  the 
referee  unmoved 

Wright  was  refused  treat- 
ment, Bergkamp  fouled  Steve 
Walsh  in  protest  and  was 
booked  and  then,  in  a re-run 
of  Saturday’s  plot  at  The  Dell, 
again  felt  sufficiently  riled  to 
score,  this  tfaw  In  the  ninth 
minute.  Gathering  a corner 
Played  short  to  him  from  the 
left  by  Marc  Overmars,  Berg- 
kamp guided  the  ball  beyond 
Kasey  Keller  and  Into  the  top 
right-hand  corner. 

Wright  should  have 
equalled  Bastin's  record  two 
minutes  later.  Keller  could 
only  parry  Overman's  shot 
and  the  striker  usually  scores 
Cram  such  rebounds.  But  this 
time  his  shot  was  wide. 

On  the  half-hour  Bergkamp 
took  the  ball  towards  the  left- 
hand  byline  nnrhallprigpri  be- 
fore switching  it  back  Into  the 
middle,  where  Wright  was 
lurking.  Again  an  historic 
goal  beckoned  but  again 
Wright  decided  history  was 
bunk,  shooting  wildly  over. 

With  Steve  daridge  coming 
deep  to  link  defence  with 
attack,  Leicester's  move- 
ments showed  plenty  of  pace 
and  imagination.  But  with 
Emile  Heskey  ensnared  in  Ar- 
senal's offside  trap  their  early 
progress  was  fitful. 

When  Leicester  did  stay  on- 
side  they  were  apt  to  find  the 
combination  of  Sterve  Bould 
and  GiUes  Grimandi,  BwgfteTi 
oak  and  French  spruce,  too 
much  for  them.  But  Leicester 


are  nothing  if  not  persistent 
Walsh  is  sometimes  Leices- 
ter’s saviour  in  these  circum- 
stances and  early  in  the 
second  half  he  rose  high  in 
the  Arsenal  goalmouth  to 
meet  Neil  Lennon’s  free  kick. 
But  he  could  not  get  above  die 
ball  and  with  the  offside  flag 
practically  sending  sema- 
phore messages  Leicester’s 
frustration  increased. 

Wright  missel  yet  again 
Just  before  the  hour,  once 
more  sending  a loose  shot 
over  after  Bergk&mp's  cross 
from  the  right  had  placed  the 
ball  on  to  his  left  foot.  But  if 
Wright  was  frustrated  he  did 
not  show  it.  In  feet  his  inter- 
est appeared  uncbaracterlsti: 
cally  spasmodic. 

Not  so  Bergkamp.  Right  on 
the  hour  Patrick  Vieira  and 
Ray  Parlour  swept  past 
Leicester's  defence  on  the 
right  and  from-  Vieira’s  pass 
Bergkamp  shot  against  the 
advancing  Keller,  then 
watched  as  the  ball's  momen- 
tum took  it  lazily  into  the  net 

Seven  minutes  later  the 
courage  and  judgment  of  Lee 
Dixon  denied  Leicester  a 
Chance  to  get  back  Into  the 
match.  ■ Heskey  turned  past 
Grimandi  near  the  byline  and 
Steve  Guppy  prepared  to  meet 
his  centre  at  die  for  post  but 
Dixon  managed  to  get  his 
head  to  the  hall  first. 

*r  City  (3-S-2):  Keller;  Prior.  ElllotL 
Walsh;  Kaamark.  tan l Lennon.  Savage, 
Guppy:  Heskey.  Ciaridge. 

Arsenal  (4-4-2):  Seamen:  Olson. 
Grimandi.  Bould.  Wintertoum:  Parlour. 
Vieira.  Pout.  Overman;  Wright  Bargkamp. 
Hilerm  C Barter  (Pyriord). 


Everton  0,  Manchester  United  2 

Sheri ng ham  underlines 
Everton  shortcomings 


Hall  red-faced 
over  Shearer 
return  date 


Tottenham  Hotspur  3,  Aston  Villa  2 

Villa  crisis  deepens  as 
Fox  poaches  winner 


Ian  Ross 


W M BTTH  a degree  of  ease 
that  sometimes  bor- 
■ ■ dered  on  the  embar- 
rassing Manchester  United's 
decisive  start  to  the  defence  of 
their  Premiership  title  con- 
tinued unchecked  on  Mersey- 
side last  night 
Indeed,  It  was  with  no  dis- 
cernible effort  that  United 
moved  level  on  points  with 
Blackburn  at  the  top  of  the 
table.  Sadly.  Everton's  cam- 
paign will  hold  nothing  more 
attractive  than  the  constant 
fear  of  failure  but  on  a posi- 
tive note  it  Is  unlikely  they 
will  be  so  comprehensively 
outplayed  again. 

The  day  Everton's  level  of 
skill  matches  their  commit- 
ment wtU  be  a glorious  one 
for  those  who  care  to  see  tire- 
less effort  met  with  some 
form  of  re  ward. 

Everton  work  hard,  if  not 
always  In  the  right  areas. 
Conversely,  United  make  the 
production  of  compelling  foot- 
ball appear  so  easy. 

United  swarmed  all  over 


Everton  like  angry  wasps 
who  sensed  a free  meal,  using 
smartly  delivered  passes  to 
either  flank  to  fashion  a 
series  of  telling  raids. 

That  the  sweet  and  well- 
executed  thrusts  they  pro- 
duced last  night  came  to  noth- 
ing during  what  was  an 
frenetic  opening  period  was 
due.  in  no  small  part,  to  the 
profligacy  cf  their  forwards. 

Everton's  reliance  upon 
shots  driven  in  from  distance, 
sometimes  great  distance, 
was  a painful  reminder  that 
their  football  lacks  width. 

Even  so,  for  just  as  long  as 
their  ftve-man  defence  held 
firm,  Everton  sensed  that  the 
opportunity  to  prosper  was 
there.  They  produced  several 
moments  of  enterprise,  no- 
tably a fine,  low  drive  by  Gra- 
ham Stuart  which  Peter 
Schmeichel  pushed  aside  only 
at  the  last  second. 

It  was  all  to  no  avail,  how- 
ever, and  after  29  minutes 
United  moved  in  front  with  a 
goal  which  was  a self-inflicted 
wound  on  Everton's  part 

Gary  NevDle's  long  throw 
from  the  right  eventually  fell 


at  the  feet  ofPaulScholes  but 
the  England  forward  tried  his 
luck  and  hopelessly  miscued. 

No  matter.  The  ball  looped 
over  Everton's  open-mouthed 
defenders  and  David  Beck- 
ham arrived  unannounced  at 
the  far  post  to  head  in 
comfortably. 

It  was  easy  for  United  and 
getting  easier  by  the  minute. 

The  match  was  to  all  but 
surrender  its  competitive 
edge  six  minutes  into  the 
second  half  when  Everton's 
crumbling  barricades  were 
breached  for  a second  time. 
The  wonder  was  that  the 
champions  had  delayed  for  so 
long  what  was  Inevitable. 

Ryan  Giggs  pulled  the  ball 
back  from  the  left  and  al- 
though Teddy  Sheringham's 
drive  from  12  yards  flicked  off 
an  Everton  boot  that  first 
goal  since  his  arrival  from 
Tottenham  Hotspur  was  his. 

a— rtBH  <S-3-2)i  Southall;  Barron  (Thornes 
Bfinan).  Watson.  BMC.  Shan  (Branch.  M). 
Phelan:  Williamson,  Speed.  Stuart: 
Ferguson.  Barmby  (Osar.  85). 
Mreotaoolf  Utd  (4-3-1 -2k  Sctimetdml:  G 
NevWe.  pannier.  Bars,  inert  Beckham, 
Butt  Keane:  Senates:  Sherlooham  (Cole. 
HU-  Giggs 

hdaie  K Burse  (Tonypandy) 


NEWCASTLE’S  chair- 
man Sir  John  Stall 
spent  yesterday  after- 
noon extracting  his  foot 
from  his  mouth  after  tell- 
ing BBC  Radio  4 in.  the 
morning  that  there  was  a 
possibility  Alan  Shearer 
would  be  playing  again  for 
for  Newcastle  by  “Novem- 
ber'-Ish”  time,  writes 
Michael  Walker  in  Zagreb. 

As  Shearer  does  not  even 
have  the  metal  screws  in 
his  ankle  removed  until 
midway  through  next 
month  it  was  certainly  an 
optimistic  prognosis  from 
Ball  — and  by  the  after- 
noon he  was  issuing  a 
retraction. 

Shearer  injured  his  ankle 
ligaments  and  broke  a 
small  bone  in  his  1%  in  the 
Uxnbro  Tournament  at  Goo- 
dison  Park  a month  ago. 

*Tve  now  had  a chance  to 
speak  to  the  club  doctor,” 
said  the  somewhat  embar- 
rassed Hall,  “and  he  has  in- 
formed me  that  it  is  far  too 
early  to  give  any  Indication 
as  to  when  Alan  Shearer 


will  be  hack.  The  specialist 
told  the  club  everything  is 
going  well.  We  are  de- 
lighted with  that.” 
a Privately  Newcastle 
coaching  staff  da  not  expect 
Shearer  to  resume  full 
training  until  well  after 
Christmas  and  he  may  not 
play  competitively  until 
March  or  ApriL 

Manchester  City  were 
relieved  to  hear  that  Georgi 
Kinkladze  had  not  suffered 
a fracture  after  being  car- 
ried off  in  Tuesday’s  Coca- 
Cola  Cup  return  with 
BlackpooL 

City’s  manager  Frank 
dark  said:  “It’s  just  had 
bruising  and  the  ankle  is 
very  swollen.  He  will  prob- 
ably miss  the  trip  to  Charl- 
ton on  Saturday.” 

Clark  hopes  his  £7  mil- 
lion-rated midfielder  will 
be  ready  for  the  game  at 
Nottingham  Forest  next 
Wednesday  but  the  club's 
physio  Roy  Bailey  was  not 
so  optimistic,  saying:  “We 
don’t  know  how  long  he 
will  be  oat.” 


Martin  Thorpe 


M^UEL  FOE’S  goal  14  mln- 
U utes  from'  time  denied 
■ MAston  Vlfla  their  first 
point  of  the  season  last  night 
and  further  compounded  the 
growing  crisis  at  the  Premier- 
ship’s bottom  club.  A nod- 
down  from  Les  Ferdinand,  al- 
ready the  scorer  of  two  goals 
on  the  night  found  Fox  free 
in  tiie  area  and  his  shot  put 
Tottenham  ahead  after  they 
had  been  2-1  behind. 

Villa's  problems  are  partly 
doe  to  the  fixture  computer 
which  allotted  them  three 
away  games  in  their  first 
four.  Then  the  manager  Brian 
Little  was  too  bold  In  fielding 
three  strikers  in  the  first 
three  games. 

Despite  returning  to  the 
3-5-3  system  which  has  pro- 
pelled them  into  Europe  these 
past  two  seasons.  Villa's  de- 
fensive frailty  was  exposed 
after  only  six  minutes. 

Fox's  smart  ball  forward 
fell  into  the  path  of  Ferdi- 
nand, who  shook  off  Ugo 
Ehlogu  and  Gareth  Southgate 


and  from  just  inside  the  area 
shot  past  Mark  Bosnich  to 
score  his  second  goal  for 
Spurs  since  his  £6  million 
arrival  from  Newcastle. 

Eight  minutes  later  Andy 
Sinton's  50-yard  ban  to  Ferdi- 
nand allowed  the  England 
striker  to  get  goalside  of 
Southgate.  This  time,  how- 
ever. Bosnich.  back  on  the 
ground  where  he  gave  a Nazi 
salute  to  supporters  last  sea- 
son, was  able  to  save  the  shot 
with  his  legs. 

Despite  the  absence  through 
injury  of  two  of  their  most  cre- 
ative recant  signings.  David 
Gincda  and  Saturday’s  match- 
winner  Jose  Dominguez, 

Spriya  worn  making 

However,  so  were  Villa. 
Steve  Staunton's  20-yard  free- 
kick  hit  the  bar  and  Stan  Col- 
lymore’s  curling  shot  from 
the  edge  of  the  area  forced  a 
classy  diving  save  from  Ian 
Walker,  playing  his  200th 
senior  game  for  the  dub. 

Then  it  happened;  Villa 
scored  their  first  goal  of  the 
spflunn  Justin  Edinburgh  ap- 
peared to  be 
Mark  Draper’s  through-pass 


back  to  Walker  when  Dwight 
Yorke  stole  in,  brushed  aside 
Colin  Calderwood's  challenge 
and  slotted  the  ball  past  the 
bemused  goalkeeper. . 

Thirteen  minutes  after  the 
break  Villa  went  ahead  in  a 
game  for  the  first  time  this 
season.  Staunton’s  comer  was 
nodded  down  by  Riccardo  Sci- 
meca  for  Collyinore  to  volley' 
home  from  seven  yards  for  his 
first  goal  since  his  £7  million 
move  from  Liverpool. 

But  Spurs  bounced  back 
and  Sinton  forced  a flying  tip- 
over  save  before  one  of  the 
biggest  cheers  of  the  night  an- 
nounced the  arrival  on  the 
pitch  of  the  substitute  Gary 
Mabbutt,  back  after  a year 
out  injured. 

There'  was  ever  more  good 
news  for  the  home  fens  on  66 
minutes  when  Fox’s  cross 
from  the  right  was  headed 
home  by  Ferdinand. 

Tottenham  Hetapw  (3-S-P):  Walter: 
Scales.  CeMerwood. Efflntrur^  Carr.  Fo«. 
Howells,  Cistnence.  Sinton:  Ferdinand 
kronen. 

Aston  Vffis  (3-6-2):  Bosnich:  Ehiogu 
Southgate.  Samara:  Charles.  'Townsonc. 
Draper.  Taylor.  Staunton:  vor*e. 
CoUytnore. 

Hatarem  M Riley  fLeedsl 


Barnsley  2,  Bolton  Wanderers  1 

Wilson  finds 
the  right  blend 


Qeorge  CatdkJn 


BARNSLEY  are  not  tak- 
ing well  to  their  role  as 
whipping  hoys.  Having 
been  hit  for  six  by  Chelsea. 
Danny  Wilson's  side  played 
with  considerable  verve  and 
commitment  last  night,  recov- 
ering from  the  loss  of  their 
goalkeeper  David  Watsou  in 
the  first  half  to  record  an  Im- 
pressive victory  over  their 
fellow  Premiership  newcom- 
ers Bolton  Wanderers. 

After  the  trauma  of  Sun- 
day's mauling.  Barnsley’s 
manager  made  sweeping  al- 
terations to  the  backbone  of 
his  team.  Out  went  Darren 
Sheridan,  Paul  Wilkinson  and 
Martin  Bullock,  respectively 
replaced  by  Matt  Appleby, 
Clint  Marcelle  and  Georgi 
Hristov,  making  his  first  foil 
start  since  his  club  record 
£1.4  million  transfer. 

Another  player  celebrating 
new  beginnings  was  the  for- 
mer Newcastle  striker  Peter 
Beardsley,  who,  after  coming 
off  the  bench  to  Inspire  Wan- 
derers to  an  unlikely 
recovery  against  Coventry  at 
the  weekend,  displaced  last 
season’s  leading  scorer,  John 
McGinlay,  in  Colin  Todd’s 
starting  line-up. 

The  Barnsley  manager’s 
revised  strategy  quickly  bore 
fruit  After  seven  minutes 
Hristov  aimed  a cunning 
short  pass . into  the  Bolton 
area,  where  Marcelle  checked 
his  run  and  struck  a low  shot 
straight  at  Keith  Branagan’s 
chest. 

But  It  was  not  long  before 
they  found  the  net.  Four  min- 
utes later  Gerry  Taggart,  who 


spent  six  seasons  with  Barns- 
ley, shoved  John  Hendrie  just 
outside  the  area.  Nell  Red- 
fearn's  free-kick  from  the 
right-band  side  was  curled  to 
the  Car  post  and  Eric  Tinkler 
completed  the  move  with  a 
sturdy  header. 

At  that  stage  Barnsley 
looked  nothing  like  the  team 
that  had  conceded  eight  goals 
la  their  previous  two  home 
matches.  It  did  not  last  long. 
Beardsley  was  soon  given 
licence  to  roam  and  the  Oak- 
well  defence  did  not  take  long 
to  buckle  under  the  pressure. 

Watson  had  already  foiled 
Nathan  Blake  (who  looked 
suspiciously  offside)  by  tear- 
ing from  his  line  but  could 
not  repeat  the  feat  when  Ja- 
mie Pollock  broke  dear.  The 
ball  squirmed  clear  and 
Beardsley  executed  a sublime 
chip  into  an  unguarded  net 
from  18  yards. 

Five  minutes  lata:  Watson 
made  a disastrous  foray  from 
goal.  Chasing  a long  pass,  he 
collided  with  Pollock, 
received  extensive  treatment 
and  was  finally  stretchered 
from  the  field,  to  he  replaced 
by  LarsLeese. 

Roared  on  by  another 
capacity  crowd,  Barnsley 
replied  with  passion.  Two 
minutes  after  the  interval 
Darren  Barnard  crossed  from 
the  left  and  Hristov,  making  a 
surging  run  from  deep, 
powered  bis  header  beyond 
the  keeper. 


— 1*4.1*!:  woman  <V*taa, 
MWas.  AppleDy.  D«  ZwiK  Eji 
Tinkler.  Radtnrn,  Barnard;  Marc 
Hnno*.  Henan#. 

Bart  an  M.4-81;  Branaoen:  PMII 
Barman.  Taggart.  EiTigtfc  Poll 
Frsndaan.  Tncmpson.  Setters,  Bi 

■ D J Goiiagnor  (Banouryj. 


Wimbledon  0,  Chelsea  2 

Deluxe  Di  Matteo 
does  for  the  Dons 


Trevor  Hayfett 


ONE  expects  a lot  of 
things  from  Chelsea 
these  days  but  nil-nil 
Is  not  among  them.  Yet  that 
was  the  score  for  60  min- 
utes of  an  entertaining  con- 
test marred  by  poor  finish- 
ing before  Roberto  Dl 
Matteo  produced  another 
explosive  goal  and  Dan 
Petrescn  scored  for  the 
second  time  In  four  days. 

Suddenly  the  opening-day 
defeat  at  Coventry  that 
reawakened  all  Chelsea’s 
defensive  fears  seemed  a 
long  time  ago.  They  were 
always  in  control  against  a 
toothless  Wimbledon  with- 
out ever  looking  like  hit- 
ting them  for  six. 

There  were  surprises  ga- 
lore on  the  team  sheet  This 
rather  goes  without  saying 
a$  for  as  Chelsea  are  con- 
cerned these  days,  yet  Wim- 
bledon were  not  for  behind. 
Their  manager  Joe  Kin- 
near,  who  had  extolled  the 
virtues  of  Jason  Euell  at 
the  weekend,  relegated  the 
youngster  to  substitute  and 
Chelsea  were  grateful  to  be 
spared  the  sight  of  Vinnle 
Jones  as  well. 

Gianluca  viaiit,  certainly 
worth  another  outing  after 
his  four-goal  extravaganza 
on  Sunday,  was  retained 
and  Ruud  Gullit  left  Gian- 
franco Zola  on  the  bench 
beside  Mark  Hughes,  Tore 
Andre  Flo  starting  for  the 
first  time  In  a Chelsea 
shirt  The  most  unexpected 
news,  though,  was  the 
return  of  Michael  Duberzy 
after  snapping  an  Achilles 


tendon  in  January.  It  was 
all  very  timely  given  Wim- 
bledon's love  of  the  corner, 
kick  and  the  accuracy  with 
which  they  dispatched 
their  crosses.  There  were 
plenty  of  those  in  an  open 
first  half  but  it  was  Chelsea 
who  looked  the  part,  be- 
musing Wimbledon  with 
the  variety  of  bodies  they 
were  able  to  coax  into  scor- 
ing positions.  Flo  should 
have  scored  as  early  as  the 
third,  minute  but  h(n  shot 
was  only  half-hit. 

Wimbledon’s  best  early 
chance  came  when  -Dean 
Holdsworth  exploited  Do- 
herty's rust  to  find  Eton 
Ekoku.  whose  hopes  of  his 
first  goal  this  season  ended 
In  a horrible  miskiefc. 

The  standard  of  finishing 
continued  to  disappoint 
after  the  intervaL  Holds- 
worth failed  to  react 
sharply  enough  when  fed 
by  De  Goey,  then  Flo  was 
wasteful  again  from  dl  Mat- 
ters pass  and  Petrescn’s 
header  from  Sinclair’s  cut- 
back was  held  by  Sullivan. 

It  took  an  hour  for  Chel- 
sea to  give  their  confident 
possession  a cutting  edge, 
and  Di  Matteo  provided  it. 
His  strike  was  sensational, 
recalling  his  FA  Cup  final 
wander  goal.  Four  minutes 
later  Flo  got  away  down  the 
left  and  Petrescn  turned  to 
beat  the  diving  Sullivan. 

Wimbledon  (3-5-1],  Sullivan;  Perry, 
Blackwell.  McAllister;  Ardley. 
Cunningham.  Earle.  Gayle.  Kimbln; 
HoWsworti  (Ewell.  73min).  Bu*u  (Clarke 
73*. 


(3-S-2C-  O*  Geay;  Sinclair. 
Duberry.  Clarice:  Potmen.  Ol  Uattao. 

S^&^S£.V&5°-  ' 


Wales  offer 
England  a 
warm-up 


Cupfi 

The 


WALES  are  to  invite  Eng- 
land to  play  a match  be- 
fore next  summer's  World. 
finals  in  France. 
ie  countries  have  not  met 
since  the  end  of  the  British 
Championship  13  years,  ago, 
Wales  winning  the  last  match 
at  Wrexham  1-0  with  a goal 
from  the  debutant  Mark 
Hughes. 

“We  are  negotiating  a num- 
ber of  options  for  friendly  fix- 
tures.” said  David  Collins, 
secretary-general  of  the  FA  of 
Wales.  “We  would  always  like 
a game  with  England,  ho me 
or  away,  and  we  will  discuss 
the  possibility  with  them.  It 
could  be  that  it  is  something 
they  are  interested  in  before 

the  World  Cup  finals.” 

Such  a friendly  is  much 
more  likely  If  England  qualify 
automatically  from  their 
World  Cup  qualifying  group, 
avoiding  a two-leg  play-off 
this  winter.  The  venue  would 
almost  certainly  be  a Pre- 
miership ground. 

Tottenham  have  foiled  to 
buy  the  Poland  rniriftehter 
Peter  Nowak  from  1860  Mu- 
nich after  the  clubs  could  not 


“Both  sides  have  defini- 
tively ended  the  negotiations. 
Now  Nowak  must  fulfil  his 
contract  Other  dubs  needn’t 
bother  to  Inquire."  said  the 
German  dub’s  lawyer  Chris- 
toph Schtekhardt 

German  reports  sold  Spurs 
wanted  to  pay  £350,000  with 
£70.000  to  follow  once  he  had 
made  40  appearances.  The 
Munich  club  demanded  a 
minimum  £880,000. 

Sheffield  Wednesday’s 
striker  Andy  Booth,  their  top 
scorer  last  season,  has  had 
knee  cartilage  surgery  and  is 
out  for  about  a month..  The 
£2.6  mlUkm  player  was  In- 
jured in  the  l-i  draw  with 
Wimbledon  last  Saturday  . 


Results 

Football 


Socond  qualifying  round,  " 
aocond  leg 

Range—  tot  m OwHi-tawni  (0)  A 
MWar34  . H Andaraeon  40 

«MBS  (»SB-  1-4) 

Spartak  Moscow  0.  Kterice  0 (agg:  1-2}; 
MPKGWtaryr  Piraeus  a 


(3-7};  Dynamo  TWtaJ 
0 (2-8);  Dynamo  Kiev  0,  Brandlw- 1 (4-6h 
Qslamsarsy  4,  Sion  1 (8-S). 

FACARUMQ 

CO* 


TWtar  12 
KrtexTOT 


(ill 
Hueterty  38 

laaoa 


(0)0  MmIM(1|1 

' Beckham  29.  Stiorinenam  SI 

„ m a . onfum 

Haakey  84,  Bergkamp  9.  ST.  80 

Eniottso  • --a me 

Walsh  90  . 

□mis*  57  ..  1 

Tm— tint  (i)  a 
FMbond  8. 68.  Rut  77 

WM Men  (0)0  " 

nza 

COCA-COLA  CUP 
Ftectnmnd,  second  lag-  . 

0)  * ■TJP1  * 

Armstrong  73  (gg) 


fiVna/T  S 
van  Hooytdonk  57 
•taka' (0)  1 

Kmanagnes 

12.798 


(0)1 


82  (pan) 


<agg:a-aj 

UHHKMD  LIMUB  . . 

Boston  utd  2.  AUraton  Tn  0. 


(affSF  10-1  > 
(Hi 

Russell  90 
(aag;4-a) 
OPR  CM* 
Pa* cock  36 
Murray  B6 


Tranmrre  a Shall  Wall  1 Rut  Grimsby 
a Hnddoraflold  Z;  MkkllttOrouqh  Z Sun- 
derland 0:  Port  Vale  a Okfliam  £ isan— 
Bradtorf  c 4.  Stockport  1;  Rattier  bam  a 
Csitslo  0:  Shrewsbury  1 , Bumf  ay  0,  TkM 
Bory  1.  WUtefl  1:  Ch—tar  1.  Hull  &■  Chao- 
WrteW  1.  Scunttorpai  . 

avom  iNsuiuuice  comnunoiii 

RtM  OMSob  Chariton  a Orion!  UM  2: 
Portsmouth  a Chelan  0;  WauonJ  0.  fcw- 
Meh  a WltnfcMon  2,  Southampton  Z. 
WIU0WSQM  SWORD  uuuatnt  CUT) 
O—twRwn  UnflukucoafcBlQMt  0,'Ctv 

•adore  1. 

PM  KATMMAL  LCMUC  CWi  InHm 
tePtan  Harps  D.  ForvuJ  Utd  a Suctkai  Ca 
Utnertek  a Allitona  Tn  0,  ' 

Rugby  Union 

cum  Cron  Keya  «.  Carttt  xv  5Z. 

Tends 


t»  OPEN  (NOW  York): 

IBClHag(US)MPF(W 

6-4.  6-2:  A Canada  (Sp)  bt 
(Swltt)  4-fl.  6-3.  BS.  L Paaa  (Jnd)  tt  C 
costa  (Sri  8-1. 7-6.  g-4;Sta— nl Aim) 
tat  j Alonso  (Sp)  3-a  0-6, 8-0, 6-4,  (Mfc  ■ 


(*w)M. 

u Rosset 


(Uru)  M A O -Brian  (US)  6-2.  8-4. 

6-4;  T Horn  (Gar)  « O Gres*  fGari  S-3. 
0-».  2-6.  6-4,  4 Xraatak  (Stawsk)  M A 
Voitov  (Rob)  MHM  8-1;  B U- 
naeb  (»)  M R Raka  (US)  8-Z.  B-3.  «-*  a 
B— tat  (B4HG  Grant  (US)  6-4,  8-IS, 

6- 7.  6-3. 6-fc  A Boateah  (Frt  « A Coste 

(8pj  6-3.  6-4.  8-4;  C Waadttef  (US]  bt  T 
Johansm  (3 we)  HM34.64J  Son- 
te-fta  (US)  K M TBWrotn  (Sws)  6-4. 
Hr-aT-ft*  (Nath)  tat  O van 

Schepplngen  (Natnj  6-4.  6-3.  6-4;  M 
Btapata  (Ana)  W B Btsck  (2«m)  7-6. 
8^.  S-%  B Bowuc  (Fr)  fatC  Moya  (5p)  8-4, 

7- 8.  6-K  ■ OmMw  |8m)  K J Stark 
(US)  8-a.  7-R  A Vote*  tnora)  M H 
Ftirlan  m 8-7.  7-6. 6-4. 8-7. 6-3;  J Olmal 
•tab  (US)  bt  D Nestor  (Con)  7-6.  8-7.  6-3. 
6-2:  M Baraafa  (Fr)  bt  M Joyoa  (US)  7-6. 
4-6.  8-3.  6-1:  » kwaart  (US)JM  S Camp- 
bell (US)  8-1.  6-T.  4-fl,  8-3:  B Staff  u.  4 
(SA)  b I E Alvarez  (Sp)  6-4.  fl-s.  64t  K 
Cartoon  (Sara)  t*  T Ketota  (Rn)  6-2,  6-3. 
6-1:  W tank!  (SA)  M A Baresmtegul 
(3rt  *47.  a-a.  B-a.  a-i.e-a*  wpot 
(Sp)  M*f  Tebbtitt  (Aim)  3-6.  4-6.  6-3.  6-a. 
6-2;  T WoodhMga  (Aus)  H J-  A Marin 
(Sp)  7-a  8-3, 4-fl.  6-1;  M UgraBI  IEeu>bt 
A Pkvel  (Rom)  6-4,  54)  rae  ■ War— « 
(Son)  tat  K Korara  (Slovak)  8-7.  8-4,  6-2. 
6-3:  P itaftar  (Aus)  fat  A Medvodav  (Ukr) 
6-3.  6-4,  7-6:  H Rtaa  (China)  M L Smtm 
(Aus)  8-1.'  8-1. 6-4j  P Hauls  (Noth)  bt  G 
Blanco  (Sp)7-6.6-0. 6-7. 6-7. 6-3:  L Rob* 
“■  bt  G Schafler  (Aut)  4-6,  6-fl.  6-3.  6-2. 


ft 


6-3.  6-2;  ■ J Psse— das- 

muta  (Japan)  6-2.  8-3:  V 
bt  N Van  LMtum  (ft)  6-S, 

7- 6;  A Poaol  (ft)  bt  E Gagflorcfl  (Swftz) 

8- 1.  6-1;  P King ilsr  (Safe)  bt  D Van 

Roost  (BM)  8-2. 6-2:0  Qwft— sMto— 

fflataj  M L Gtotara.  wHWjj 

(Swo)  6-7, 6-3,  &-4;  K Pp  (U6)  M EMartin- 
H m (Cz)  3-4.  6-1 : B pranfl*  (10  Bt  S' 
Cade  (US)  6-2,  8-1:  * Btdqr  (B)  W P 
Bagarott  (Sort  M,  6-1:  BSokatt  (Aut)  bt 
M Maruska  (Aut)  8-l.6r0lClte»rinM’(Sp) 
M J Csprtas  (U3)  B-i.  8-2:  D CMaAcowa 
<Cz}  fat  H Sukova  (CD  6-1.  1-8,  8-1;  A 
■orafcar  Vtsarta  (Sp)  bt  K-A  Gou  (Ausj 

8-2.  B-4f  H Lode  (Cro)  bt  S KMnova  (C*) 
6-0,  6-3:  W-Pratnt  (Qflf)  tt  L Las  (US) 
8-1,  5-7.  8-3;  L Boeanport  (US)  bt  L 
McN«a  (US)  8-E.  7-8.  lartaf  round;  p 
Partasd  (IB  M S PRkOwakl  (Fr)  H,  B-S;  J 
KnjarpA)  tt  M Naeoym  (Japan)  6-4, 7-ft 
Bi  ■alaaira  (8tt?  bt  L Raymond  (US)  8-fl. 
6-2. 8-4:  TTsnaangire  fittd)  OCMVartta 
Wan)  6-4.  6-3;  N Zvereva  (Bala)  bt  N 
Sawematau  (Japan)  fl-t.  3-8, 

•aal  (ft)  bt  I Mafttl  (Cro)  6-).  8-1;  L 

Ovtertofi  (US)  ttC  taorarlu  (US)  6-7. 8-1. 
3-0  rag  B Walter  (Gar)  K P Hy^ouWa 
(Can)  8-S,  0-6, 7^8. 


AflOBUeAN  LIAOURiOaklancrz.  piyTara 
kaas  IS;  BaMtnora  4.  Kutau  C 5:  Torttiu 
A Chicago  WE  8;  Miiwaukm  11.  Taras  10 
(ttina):  hflnnoaots  a.  Datroh  2;  Anabaim  8, 
OovDtaod  7:  3rat0*  a Bostan  E. 
HATIOIIAL  IlMM  PMSdafpMa  A San 

Olego  £ Pittsburgh  4.  LA  0:  Aflanta.  r.  Hora- 

tat)  8 rulna):  NT  Meta  2.  Son  ftandsob  ft- 
CMeago  Ouba  0.  Horka  11;  St  LotAi  ft 
Montreal  7)  Coierado  0,  Ctesitmafl  ft 


BMP*  Wor- 
B TOyWTT 


tfdaa)c 

Knrapaear  (Gostorth.  NancaHt^  M EDA 
Baxter  (Wglan.  Cmitaria)  20-10;  s Haa> 
raanM  Iteg  (Dorchaatar,  OoraeG  tt  N 
Cordy/D  Wilson  -(CiMUiartaa,  Unco) 
17-14.  flat  PuwteMnt  tt  Gaalann 
19-14. 


Cycling 

TOUR  OF  MKTHKR LANDS:  taomd 
(ADonaar  to  Haariatn.  167.7km)  i.  R 


McEwan  (Aus)  Rabobank  4ii r 4min  fcec:  i 
L van  Bon  (Ntth)  Rabobankootti  same 
ttoHL  Loading  neared  (kKluaea  Brrw  bo- 
nuaes):  1.  J ai)tovons  (nmi)  TVM  Nir 
S7min  48aec;  2.  Loom  at  2soc  ft  UcEwon 
8. 

WORLD  TRACK  CTHIPS  IPerbl.  Ausl' 
WtmK  Kotaen  Ititth  1.  F Magne  (Fr)  — lari 
200m  In  lasaiaac;  2.  J-P  Van  2yl  (SA|:  ft 
M NatMMn  (US).  1km  ttaia  trtob  noli 
1.  S Ksfly  (Aus)  imhi  OS.iS&wc:  2.  S La  lis- 
ters (Geri  103 -397:  ft  3 Wmks  iGer) 
TJ33AT0:  4.  A Tournant  (Fr)  1.03  51ft  13  C 
UacLoan  (OB)  1 Dp  Woiltaiin  BaM 
(Sdons):  1.  M Ataamora/J  LLaneras  [Sp) 
21  pis.  ona  lap  ahead:  2.  S Maruneiii/M 
VWm  (tt)  atari:  3-  G CurudwWJ  Cuntowi 
(Arg)  aft  10.  J Ornym  Steel  (GB)  Z tatt- 
" ' - - - — * g g Slain- 


wee  (Gar)  amin  26.l2taec  bt  J Kwvtlla 
(Frl  4J3.272;  P Enmxmuli  (Fr)  4JO830 
raaghr  1 Martnez  Oliver  (Sp);  A Ct*h  eili 
(R)  4 J4JMB  bt  J Lehmann  [Gar)  4J7.«2£:  A 
Markov  (Rua)  423S98  bt  A Slmonaiwo 
(Ukr)  AJXUTia.  DM  a at  tm— fy:  R Haytas 
(GB).  ttenra  SpttaL  naaMptog  fewMh 
1,  F Ballanger  (Fr)  11.305;  ft  M Ferris 
(Aus)  11.478:  3.  M Humoeif-Faure  IFri 
IlftZT)  16.  W Everson  (GB)  12J64. 


Squash. 


HOMO  KONQ  OPEN,  fftnte  mate  J 

Kte  (Pak)  bt  P Gregory  iGra)  IH. 
16-18.  15-8:  R Mb  (Aual  bt  G Ryding 
(Can)  15-17.  is-fl.  a-is.  is-11.  is-»  h 
Hoaafi  (Soot)  bt  S Parke  (Eng)  16-&.15-?. 
15-ft  P Jehnaon  (&g  bt  C Wdker  (Eng) 


15-8.  16-8.  9-15,  IS- 13.  B Martin  (Aus)  bt 
K E)  MMlkawt'  (EflyV  1&-6,  1b-0.  10-lft 
15-R  P MarafaaS  (EnoJ  W A Hill  (Ausj 
15-4.1641.  15-ftBHteada  l Engl  bt  J Bon- 
•ttt  (Fn  15-7,  ifi-6, 16^-10;  N Taylor 
W D Ryan  (toe)  15-11.  IS-lb.  10-1S,  15-ft 
16*13 


Fixtures 


Football 

BUBOPBAR  CUPWHBaBS1  CUPir  Oval- 
■dtatP  Legia  Doewmo 


(1)  v Gteftavon  (f)  (ftO):  Natkmai  BueuresO 
(9  v Cwmbran  (2)  (7J)t  Shelbounw  (i)  * 
KUnuunoek  (2)  (7.4ft. 

POWUM8  LBAOUBt  Prander  Dhrtaktti 
Ngtttn  l*ora«  v Ueda  (7.0).  Fhat  IMvtstara 
Notts  ca  V Wait  Brom  (7X).  Saeood  Ota* 
tetaw  Barrway  v Wratoam  (7.0). 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBIHAUONi 
KM  Dfvfalop:  Luton  v MtlNuall  (ftDr  N°T- 
ariefa  * Araanat  (730):  West  Ham  v Swim 
dott  Crystal  Palas*  v Tottenham  (ft.0) 

Rugby  League 

ALUANGC  CSMPt  Bradford  v Feotmr- 
ttona;  Hall  tax  v Saliord:  Oldham  v 
Wkmngton. 

Cricket 

BRITANNIC  ASSURAMCB  CSHIP  Otnir 
ttayr  1£0):  Novo:  Sussex  v Surrey. 
TWHD  HATWIftr  U-1 9 TBST  hour  days: 
HO)'  Coirtvrtuiiyr  England  v Zimbabwe 

• Brtaeh  cyciMs  maa*  an  imhappy  atari 
at  the  work)  track  enampwnsWpB  In  Farth 
yratonJny  with  Roo  HaylM  gottig  out  oibw 
sttWdwi  pursuit  in  the  lirst  rouna.  Few 
Jaequa  tailing  in  the  second  round  w w 
salrta.  Jonathan  Clay  and  Bryan  Site1 
dnisttng  lorn  In  me  madisen  and  Wendy 
Everson  coming  last  In  me  woman a aprtni 
dualitytng  round. 
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Cricket 


Couirty  Championship:  Gloucesrtmhire v Ndfln^ishi^'"' 


US  Open  Championships 


but  firing  again 


DavW  Foot  ntliesrfl  Road 

AFTER  more  fhan  three 
months’  •worrying  ab- 
sence and  no  more  than 
& token  half-dozen  wickets  so 
far  this  season,  David  “SytT 
Lawrence,  the  indestructible 
man-mountain  of  Gloucester* 
shire  mythology,  was  brought 
back  yesterday  in  a calculated 
gamble. 

His  uncoordinated  ebul- 
lience lifted  his  county’s 
spirits  so  often  before  his 
knee-cap  was  shattered  five 
years  ago.  Now  here  were 
Gloucestershire  going  for  the 
title,  against  most  predic- 
tions, and  Syd  was  a r» fifing  to 
add  to  his  nominal  46  overs  of 
endeavour  in  1997. 

In  three  spells  sensitively 
orchestrated  by  his  captain 
Mark  Alleyne  he  came  in  off  a 
less  ferociously  veering  run 


than  cf  old.  At  times  he 
seemed  to  be  nursing  various 
strains.  Occasionally,  not  too 
often,  he  came  up  with  a nos- 
talgic delivery  above  me- 
dium-pace and  of  hostile  lift; 
but  there  were  no  wickets  to 
show  few  it 

The  pitch  had  looked  some- 
thing of  a green-top,  yet  it  be- 
haved amiably  enwigh  aftpr  a 
75-minute  delay  becgo.se  of 
rain.  Then  the  »*n  got  to 
work,  as  did  the  Gloucester- 
shire bowlers,  Mike  Smith  in 
particular,  and  six  wickets 
rapidly  fell  for  4f>  runs. 

Nottinghamshire  may  have 
feared  havingto  bat  first  but 
they  went  along  with  undra- 
ma tic  progress,  passing  100 
before  losing  Matthew  Bow- 
man. His  half-century  con- 
firmed his  mature  solid,  skill. 
So.  of  course,  later  did  Tim 
Robinson’s  fifty.  He  looked  as 
steadfast  as  the  old  stone  Vic- 


torian orphanages  that  tower 
above  the  boundaries  and -it 
was  a surprise  when  he  was 
well  taken  at  the  wicket  after 
2 % hours. 

That  was  the  third  of 
Smith’s  four  wickets.  He  had 
compounded  the  remarkable 
ratio  of  his  Ibws  with  the  dis- 
missals of  Nathan  Astle  and 
Ashley  Metcalfe  before  Us- 
man Aftaal  was  beaten  by 
late  swing  and  caught  at  slip. 
Smith  has  also  developed  a 
deceptive  in-swinging  yorker; 
Robinson  more  than  once  did 
well  to  dig  it  out 

A sound  innings  from 
Wayne  Noon  helped  the  visi- 
tors before,  like  Chris  Tolley, 
he  was  beaten  by  Jon  Lewis’s 
pace.  They  ended  on  2S5  for 
eight  Syd  loped  off  visibly 
heavy  in  the  frame  and  no 
doubt  in  heart  but  no  doubt 
reckoning,  as  ever,  that  there 
was  another  day. 


Lancashire  v Yorkshire 


No  mercy  from  Vaughan 


Andy  Wilson  at  Old  Traffonl 


Yorkshire  arrived  m 
Manchester  yesterday 
to  find  Lancashire  in 
turmoil,  looking  for  a new 
chief  executive  and  a new 
chairman  at  the  end  of  what 
has  been  a disappointing  sea- 
son. In  the  best  tradition  of 
Roses  matches  David  By  as 
and  Michael  Vaughan  showed 
no  sympathy  whatsoever. 

The  captain  and  his  young 
accomplice,  bom  five  mile* 
across  the  Manchester  Ship 
Canal  in  Worsley,  put  on  147 
for  the  second  wicket  as  York- 
shire, having  won  the  toss, 
reached  247  for  three  on  a day 
reduced  by  32  overs  due  to  spo- 
radic showers  — another  fam- 
iliar feature  of  Roses  cricket 
With  Darren  T^hmwnn  look- 
ing in  ominous  touch,  it  is  a 
good  platform  for  fourth-plated 
Yorkshire  in  their  quest  for  a 


fifth  Win  in  SIX  matches,  al- 
though their  attack  is  again 
missing  Darren  Gough,  who 
felled  a fitness  test  on  the  knee 
injury  which  has  kept  him  out 
since  August  l. 

Vaughan,  who  moved  to 
Sheffield  as  a youngster,  rode 
his  luck  early  on  as  the  Lan- 
cashire seamers  Peter  Mar- 
tin, Ian  Austin  and  Richard 
Green  all  went  past  the  out- 
side edge  on  a number  of  oc- 
casions. But  after  the  dis- 
missal of  Anthony  McGrath, 
beaten  In  the  flight  by  Gary 
Yates  and  chipping  a catch  to 
mid-on,  he  and  Byas  were  in 
complete  control. 

Vaughan  hit  a half-century 
at  Old  Trafford  on  his  York- 
shire debut  in  1995  and  added 
another  against  Lancashire  at 
Headingley  last  year,  but  this 
was  his  first  Roses  century.  It 
came  off  172  balls  with  16 
fours,  most  of  them  stylish 
drives  which  underlined  .foe 


22-year-old’s  claim  for  a third 
A-tour  in  four  years. 

His  dismissal,  bowled  off 
his  pads  by  Jason  GaHian  late 
on,  could  be  put  down  only  to 
a lack  of  concentration.  In  the 
next  over  Byas,  who  included 
some  imperious  shots  in  his 
61,  including  a six  over  extra 
cover  off  Mike  Watkinson. 
tried  to  drive  a hall  from 
Green  which  stopped  on  him 
and  Martin  took  a simple 
catch  at  mid-off 

Lancashire's  performance 
was  tidy  but  uninspired, 
probably  as  good  as  could  be 
expected  given  the  uncer- 
tainty created  by  Bob  Ben- 
nett's decision  to  stand  down 
as  chairman  in  February,  the 
stalemate  in  contract  negotia- 
tions with  Gallian,  the  dub’s 
approach  to  Shane  Wame  and 
Tuesday’s  shock  news  that 
the  chief  executive  John 
Bower  will  he  leaving  at  foe 
end  of  foe  month. 


Minor  knockabout  starring  Roebuck  and  Hardy 


MINOR  Counties  men 
pride  themselves  on 
how  quickly  they  absorb 
the  latest  major-league  tac- 
tics. And,  within  16  days  of 
the  lively  one-rounder  by 
Robert  Croft  and  Mark  Ilott 
at  Chelmsford,  Bourne- 
mouth yesterday  saw  an 
even  more  spirited  alterca- 
tion between  Peter  Roe- 
buck and  Jon  Hardy. 

Former  team-mates  at 
Somerset  and  now  captains 
of  Devon  and  Dorset  respec- 
tively. they  squared  up  to 
each  other  and  almost  came 
to  blows  after  Dorset,  bat- 
ting last,  had  won  their 


two-day  match  at  Dean 
Park  by  seven  wickets. 

Roebuck  ordered  his 
team. not  to  applaud  the 
Dorset  pair  as  they  left  the 
field  and  ignored  the  cus- 
tomary handshake.  “It’s 
the  first  time  £ have  not 
shaken  an  opposing  cap- 
tain’s band  for  26  years,” 
said  Roebuck,  who  stormed 
into  the  Dorset  dressing- 
room  and  accused  Hardy  of 
reneging  on  a “captains’ 
agreement”. 

He  claimed  Dorset  .had 
agreed  to  use  second-string 
bowlers  so  that  Devon 
could  score  easy  second-in- 


nings runs  and  manufac- 
ture a closer  result  Instead 
Devon  collapsed  to  68  for 
six  and  were  dismissed  for 
128,  leaving  Dorset  needing 
208  runs  to  move  nearer  a 
qualifying  place  in  next 
year’s  NatWest  Trophy. 
They  sailed  home  for  the 
loss  of  only  three  wickets. 

Hardy  accused  Roebuck 
of  being  a bad  loser.  “I  kept 
to  our  agreement,”  he  said, 
“but  their  batsmen  got 
themselves  out.  Z said  I 
would  stick  to  howling  the 
spinners  but  I made  it  clear 
I wasn’t  going  to  feed 
Devon  any  runs.” 


SPORTS  NEWS  15 

Rugby  Union 

Geech 
back 
in  the 
England 
frame 

Robert  Armstrong 


Firing  on  all  cylinders . . . Andre  Agassi’s  serve  proves  too  powerful  for  Steve  Campbell  photograph:  henry  ray  abrams 

Bom-again  Agassi  back 
in  the  pink  of  perfection 


Rollins  injury 


DERBYSHIRE'S  troubled 
season  continued  yester- 
day when  Adrian  Rollins’s 
left  knee-cap  was  fractured  by 
a ball  from  Somerset’s  Kevin 
Shine  at  Derby. 

Earlier  Derbyshire,  who 
made  73  for  two,  bad  agreeed 
that  a ban  on  players  speak- 
ing to  the  media  had  been 
“inappropriate”  when  they 
fined  Kim  Barnett  £1*500  for 
malting  comments  'after  Dean 
Jones's  walk-out  in  June. 

Jason  Fooley's  45  from  58 
balls  gave  Middlesex  a.  bright 
start  against  Worcestershire 
but  they  were  pegged  back  to 
217  for  seven. 

Kent’s  Mark  Ealham  cele- 
brated his  28th  birthday  by 
claiming  both  wickets  as 
Hampshire  reached  111  for 
the  loss  of  Jason  Laney  and 
Matthew  Hayden.  But  Nasser 
Hussain,  leading  Essex  In  a 
Championship  match  for  the 
first  time,  made  only  21  erf  his 
side’s  107  for  three  against 
Warwickshire. 

At  Northampton  Durham 
bowled  only  five  overs 

againstNorfoamptonshire, 

who -have  denied  offering  the 
captaincy  next  season  to  Aus- 
tralia’s Shane  Waroe. 


Scoreboard 


BfHwnlcA— iiwiica 
Championship 

(Find  day  of  tour  today.  11.0) 

OLOUCS  v NOTTS 

atoteh  NotUngliMishlra  (ZptsJMvs 
■cored  265  tor  eight  In  molr  first  Innings 
•gsdnst  CHouceslaraMra  ffl- 
HtmtaaxAJistttRE  nnttanfe'* 

M P Oosnmin  c Young  b AUeyne ■* 

RT Robinson c Rusaell b Sniltb M 

nj Astle  tow b Smith O 


■p  Johnson  o & b Alleyne 
A A Hauaito  Ibw  b Smith 
U Atom  cBall  b Smith 


CM  Today  cRiMMJIbLmta  . 
tw  M Noon  c Russell  b Lewis  . 

KP  Evans  noi  out — 

MN  Bowen  i 


11 

MM 

O 


Extra*  0*.  IWi.  w*.  . 

Total  [tor 8,  Movers) - 


To 


101,  .102. 108. 132. 141, 14&  229. 24& 
AROrsm. 

_ Smith  aKWO-KLawrenea 
124-37-0;  Lewis  17-4-fiBr£  Young 
iS-1-45-0;  Aileyna  15-3-42-0:  Ban 
M-S-O.  . 

nmucr rmsiMiM  on  windows,  n 
JTralnor.  THC  Hancock.  RiOewson.  S 
Young. *M  W AMeyne.1*  C RumU,  M C J 
Ball.  A li  Smith.  J Lewis,  D V Lawrence. 

uHCMtHavvomnn 

OM  Trafford,  Yorkshire  (2pl»]  heve 
■cored  247  tor'  three  In  their  find  Innings 
against  Lancashire  (1). 

YOWMW  Wret  toatogf 

A McGrath  cLtoytit)  Yates ** 

HP  Vaughan  MSalllan 10ff 

•D  Byaae Martin  OGrehn  •> 

DSLflhnujmrnatout — ______  17 


C E *V  Sttverwood  not  out . 
Extras  {bfi.  Ib4<  nb14)__ 


Total  (tor  a,  72  orere). 


Cricket 


0891  22  88  + 


Counties  update  . 

Dwtoysttra  31  -UdcMsn  40 

Ourtam  38  Mont*®-  41 

Eaawc  XT  Nottingham  42 

Glamorgan  -34  SenxnM  43 

Gtauca.  35  Smf  44 

HBfflOsNm . 38_  Sussex  45 

Kent  . 37  Wawtafcs.  40 

Lama  . 38  Wfcroattar  47 

Lutes,  - 30  VtatoNi  46 


Complete  county  scores 

08912288  30 

crus  COST  Mi  rwmw  Junes.  SUM)  BK 
an.  it  rare  rare,  aw  isi  Suv  Hjwae  - 

mrtnsjwrs 

TMSuardlan 

CtiffTERACm/E 


MofwMMtatflB.216.222. 

To  beta  C White.  B ParVac.  t«  JWalay,G 
M Hamilton,  P M Hutchison.  R DStomp. 
■MteSi  Martlrt  15-3-41-0!  Austin 
13-3-60-0:  Orson  16-0-31-1:  Yates 
16-0-55-1;  WalklnsOT  8-0-33-0;  BaHlan 

JER  GalUanJ 
■.  G D Uoyd,  *M 
ID  Austin  tWKHsgg.0 


vans.  PJ  Martin.  B J 


id too**  (1(4)  hwe 
in  melr  first  Innings 


jcpmlflf  cStenyvb 
jH^cHWbSlwrtyar 

saaa£SS85Si=-S 

DCNsahrtMom 


Total  Nar  7. . 

Mb  rT<7.  77. 141.  W in.  W.  „ 

To  boh  A P CPTSSW^PCR  Titfmfl. 

18-4-70-1;  Haynes iB-S-w-ei  weooy 
7-4^1  vo;  Lsmpfli  1V4-S4-0.  • 

JK® 

Weston.  *T  II  MOOdy. GAHWLKHaptr- 

Shertyer.  . • 

SpomsdXI  CtnonphMiahlp 

(Secead  toy  el  lour,  today,  HJJ) 

■radtonfe  Yorto  774.  «■«  ® 

tenon  157.  P C MfiKaewn  M Bmy  *-™V 
Ttetoto—  No  play.  rain,  ue- 

Wdges  No  play.  rein. 
fRrst  toy  <4  tour,  lotoy,  114)  .. 

□umoigaa  v WWS'Nb  play, 
^nptea  Enw  60-1  v HmK 
i Dgrtuun  80-4  v .Qiaacs. 


Devtqri  Derbyshire  have  scored  73  for  taro 
In  their  first  InrSngs  egainet  Somerset 


A 3 Romos  retd  hun 
M R May  c Turner  b Rose  . 
TATWeata  IbwOCaddK* . 
A J KsiTtenoi  out  ■ 


Stephen  Bierley  sees  the  American 
help  regain  some  respect  in  New  York 


KJ  Barnett  rxx  out . 
Extras  (US.  w2]  — 


Total  (tor  2. 25  overs)-— 
M0fwMMte>B7.7l. 


To  USA  M E CeSEer,  D G Cork.  TK  M Krft- 
hen,  *P  A J DoFreftaa.  S J Lncsy,  D E 

Malcolm. 

Bswa—1  CaMU*  12-3-32-1;  BWne 
8-3-30-0;  Rose  9-1-S-1;  MusMaq  WWW). 
MHam  P C L Holloway,  tfl  J Turner. 
*8  C Eccfestone,  M N LeOwrell.  M E Tree- 
cothlck.  M Bums.  G D Rosa.  3 HeRberg.  A 
R CsdcBck.  Musmaq  Ahmed.  KJ  Slrine. 

— wjunmctctHK 
CteSmtoe  Essex  hare  scored  107  tor 
area  In  their  first  Innings  aoslnat  Wartcs. 

D^JinoS^'cOotwU  b Watch  — 08 

TP  Hodgaonc  Piper  bWWdt « 

-NHueaalnniwb  Brown — *1 

S O Law  not  out  OO 

MCnoanotcut — — — O 

Extras  (tt>4.  rW)  — — . 


.107 


Total  (tor  3, 35  overs). 


1 29. 75. 93. 
TahatoAPBrayaon.lNRanagan.DR . 
Lew.  1R  J FtoUfns,  A P CowaniP  M Such. 
Wi.Mip  Ooneld  11-8-34-0:  Brown  - 
•O-B-W-1;  Wektfl  7-4-TO-e  BBm 
4-VAIHL  - 

WUHWCKW— i *M  V Ktegla.  A.J  .. 
MOM,  D LHemp.  0 P.OMter.TL  Penney.' 
NM  KSmltb,  DR  Brown.  QYMdvAF 
Olios,  IN  J Plper.A  A Donald.  _• 


Hampeblre  hare  scored  111 

lor  two  to  Htalr  first  Jnntegs  agtonai  Kent 


J&  Laney  bEaUiton i — — 

ML Hsyaen cHemfley HEaOieni M. 

-GWVAiftonotoat a M 

R A fcnfth  not  out  ; 

(RA  nM) — ; — 


Total  tor'a.ae  evwej. 


ill 

MeftoUMls46.B1. 

To  hob  M Kaeeh. ' J P Stsphaneon,  tA  N 
AyravS.  S D Udal,  L Sovhtanl.  8 J Ron-  - 
shew,  4 M UBtburn. 

Bowttev  Hoadtey  8-1-28-0:  PnlUlps 
lt-»«*-os  Ealham  n-s-2S-2:Ramlng  . 
toar*  fl-3-1  Vfc 

KOMTr  DP  FuttDO.  ET  Smut,  T R W*rtL  A 
P Walts.  Q R Cowdrey.  M A Ealliam.  M V 
RemtoB. -TS  A Manh.  P A Strang.  D W 
Haodtey.  BJPHBIps- 


T8  AGASSI,  n6e 
Shields,  was  a bab- 
bling Brooke 
throughout  With  a 
white  sweater  knotted  loosely, 
French-style,  over  a red-knit- 
ted dress  she  lived  every  shot 
as  Andre  played  his  opening 
match  of  the  US  Open,  here  at 
Flushing  Meadow.  Her  hus- 
band also  looked  good,  win- 
ning in  four  sets. 

What  a difference  a night 
matte.  Twenty-four  boors  ear- 
lier Agassi,  without  a title 
this  year  and  ranked  a lowly 
63,  bad  been  the  pariah  of  foe 
farm  in  the  Arthur  Ashe  Sta- 
dium for  felling  to  turn  up  for 
the  parade  of  champions. 

He  stm  failed  to  come  up 
with  an  off-court  answer  — “a 
situation  arised  that  I needed 
to  make  a call”.  But  he  posed 
altogether  too  many  ques- 
tions for  his  fellow  American 
Steve  Campbell,  winning  6-1. 
6-1, 4-6, 6-3.  "I  gotta  say  when 
. 1 got  out  there  X remembered 
thedance/’said  Agassi- 
Leading  everybody  a dance 
— will  he,  wont  he?  — has 
been  the  story  of  Agassi’s 
year.  He  made  the  church  in 
Carmel  to  marry  Ms  Shields 
in  April  all  right  but  nobody 
could  he  very  sure  if  his  mar- 


Rugby  League 


riage  with  tennis  was  still  in- 
tact He  entered  this  tourna- 
ment with  a year  record  of 
nine  wins  to  10  defeats,  the 

roily  small  sign  that  he  might 

be  getting  back  into  some  sort 
of  shape  coming  earlier  this 
month  when  he  reached  the 
quarter-finals  of  the  RCA 
Championships  In  Indianapo- 
lis, including  a straight-sets 
win  over  the  Spaniard  Alex 
Corretja- 

New  York  immediately 
found  their  man  in  the  pink. 
“My  god,  look  at  his  shirt,” 
gasped  a fen  as  Agassi  made 
his  floodlit  entry  in  rose 
splendour.  “Nice  gear, 
Andrei”  Campbell,  a native  of 
Buffalo,  and  ranked  . 130th, 
soon  knew  that  his  face  was 
about  to  turn  the  colour  of 
Agassi's  shirt  The  podge  has 
gone  and  these  was  a zip  to 
the  little  man’s  ground 
strokes  that  made  it  quite 
dear  he  meant  business.  Tm 
moving  well,  serving  like 
shit,”  said  Agassi  afterwards, 
with  his  usual  boundless 
grace. 

“He  just  totally  took  my 
serve  away,”  said  Campbell. 
“The  harder  I hit  It,  the 
harder  he  returned.”  The 
only  area  Campbell  .could 


match  Agassi  was  in  the  size 
of  his  ear-ring. 

There  was  a solidity  to 
Agassi's  game  that  has  been 
missing  since  he  reached  the 
semi-finals  here  last  year,  al- 
though then  lost  tamely  to 
Michael  Chang,  prompting 
the  blaring  headline  “Gut- 
less” In  a New  York  tabloid. 

“The  fundamentals  of 
everything  I need  to  improve 
on  are  there  now,”  said 
Agassi.  The  struggle  is  far 
from  over,  though.  Campbell, 
despite  the  ability  to  hit  the 
occasional  shattering  shot, 
had  no  right  to  take  a set  off 
the  former  US  Open,  Wimble- 
don and  Australian  Open 
champion.  Agassi  faces  a 
possible  third -round  tie 
against  Russia’s  Yevgeny  Ka- 
felnikov, the  No.  3 seed,  and 
only  then  will  the  true  nature 
of  his  form  be  apparent. 

Of  one  thing  there  is  no 
doubt.  Agassi's  mere  pres- 
ence lifts  the  excitement  level 
several  notches.  He  may  have 
achieved  fame  beyond  his 
performances,  and  frequently 
plumbs  fresh  depths  of  banal- 
ity and  bad  taste,  but  the 
game  needs  him,  particularly 
at  this  tournament  which  is 
more  about  personality  than 
quality  of  tennis- 

"The  past  doesn’t  matter 
any  more,  just  the  future,” 
said  Brad  Gilbert.  Agassi’s 
coach  and  mentor.  “Andre  is 


a 27-year-old,  not  36.  He  still 
has  a lot  left  in  him.  If  he  gets 
through  the  first  week,  he’ll 
be  tough  to  beat  He’s  one  of 
the  few  players  who  can  win 
this  tournament” 

ft  was  Gilbert  who  resur- 
rected Agassi’s  faltering 
career  in  1994,  the  year 
Agassi  won  the  US  Open  as  an 
unseeded  player.  “Brad  spent 
his  whole  career  winning 
matches  he  should  not  have 
won,”  said  Agassi.  “I  have 
kinds  done  the  opposite,  los- 
ing matches  I shouldn’t  have 
lost  For  all  those  who  can’t 
make  the  distinction  between 
when  I’m  playing  and  when 
Tm  not  — Tm  playing.” 

This  is  more  than  can  be 
said  for  Spain’s  Carlos  Moya, 
seeded  eighth,  and  Thomas 
Enqvist  of  Sweden,  seeded 
llth.  Moya,  beaten  by  Pete 
Sampras  in  the  Australian 
Open  final  thi«  year,  won  the 
Hamlet  Cup  on  Long  Island 
last  weekend  but  injured  his 
shoulder  in  the  process  and 
lost  his  first-round  match  to 
Prance's  Guillaume  Raoux. 
Enqvist  did  not  even  get  as 
far  as  the  court  pulling  out  of 
his  first-round  match  because 
ttf'flu- 

Both  Sergi  Bruguera  of 
Spain,  seeded  seventh,  and 
South  Africa's  Wayne  Fer- 
reira, unseeded,  fought  their 
way  back  from  two  sets  down 
to  reach  the  second  round. 


Halifax  hit  by  hotel  bill  for  ‘high  spirits’ 


NorttuunptoRSIUnt  hanre 

scored  lour  wMiour  loss  bi  their  first  In- 
nings agsilMi  Ourtam. 


Andy  Wilson 


RRMontgomortenotou . 

AJSvannnatoul 

Extras  (fcfi) — - — — — 


Total  per  0. 5 tow*)  — . . _ 

To  tato  a Forawm, ‘a  4 tolisy,  D J C 
Seias.  A L Panborthy,  fO  Ripley.  •!  P 
Taylor.  Mohammad  Atom  M K Davtec.  J 
FBrowtv 

■MV  Brow  t-o;  Boas,  a-a-o-a 
i««iiMlUto4JBlJ»^SHidiBaJEMor- 
rlt,-DCBoon.  ttePSpoloW.  RMSWes- 
ton,  U J Foster,  MM  Beta.  J Botflng.SJE 
Bnnm,OUCcaL 

Moptoy,  rain 

I aiuafn  i 'ui. -**»■<  Mr*  v Qtemoman. 

MCC  Trophy  final 

(fjnrt  tmy  o»  today,  nv)  - 
londtet  ftoriWt  279-4  fC  J Rqfl*rs  lIBno, 
0 Amos  56).  SfcmpsWre  «-l. 

Fourth  wotnonfa  on  to  -day 


_ Sotol  AMoh  SB-3  v England.  No 

result  rein  stoppotfptoy. 


IAUFAX  are  conducting  an 

I investigation  into  alleged 

innMwrta  which  yesterday  led 
to  a Fbench  hotel  sending  them 
a £1,000  hffl  for  damage  the 
Blue  Sox  players. are  said  to 
have  caused  after  their  game 
wttfa Fans  StGermain. 

The  management  of  a B€- 
aera  hotel  are  alleging  that  six 
rooms  and  the  swimming  pod 
were  damaged  after  foe  match 
in  Naibonne  three  weeks  ago. 
They  also' claim  foaf  compen- 
sation should  be  paid  to  other 
guests.  Halifax  accept  that 
some  damage  was  caused  due 
to  “high  spirits"  but  believe 
that  foe  claim  is  excessive. 


Oldham  Bears'  future  as 
one  of  the  game's  founding 
clubs  is  far  from  certain 
following  the  23-12  defeat  by 
Paris  St-Germain  on  Tuesday 
which  condemned  them  to  rel- 
egation from  Super  League. 
They  may  not  make  it  to  foe 
starting  line  for  the  First  Div- 
ision next  spring  as  their 
rihaimtan  and  fhfaf  executive 
Jim  Quinn  does  not  know 
where  they  will  play. 

Oldham,  who  sold  their 

Watersheddings  ground  to 

the  council  to  dear - huge 
debts  two  years  ago.  have 
spent  two  seasons  as  tenants 
of  Oldham  Athletic  at  Bound- 
ary Park,  operating  out  of  of- 
fices owned  by  .foe  council 
However,  they  owe  a 


reported  £250,000,  including  a 
large  sum  to  foe  council,  and 
Quinn  says  they  cannot  stay 
at  Boundary  Park  unless  the 
rent  is  considerably  reduced.  > 

The  squad  is  also  likely  to 
disintegrate  as  foe  Bears  are 
forced  to  revert  to  part-time 
status  while  the  club  will  also 
have  their  share  of  central 
fends  slashed  from  £850,000  to 
around  one  third  of  that  figure. 

Oldham,  were  expecting  the 
council  to  build  them  a new 
stadium  but  the  plans  are  still 
on  foe  drawing  board.  The 
leader  of  the  council  John 
Battye  said:  “We  are  looking 
to  help  regarding  the  new  sta- 
dium. Relegation  is  a terrible 
blow  to  the  club  amd  to  foe 
town." 


Sport  in  brief 


Squash 

Scotland’s  Martin  Heath,  last 
week's  Singapore  Open  cham- 
pion, yesterday  beat  Eng- 
land's Simon  Parke  15-5, 15-7, 
15-9  in  the  Hong  Kong  Open. 
Other  first-round  winners  In- 
cluded England’s  Peter  Mar- 
shall and  Pakistan's  world 
No.  1 Jansher  Khan,  who  says 
he  wants  to  win  every  title  in 
the  world  at  least  10  times 
before  he  retires.  He  meets 
England’s  Nicholas  Taylor  in 
the  second  round. 

Bowls 

Shaun  Nutman,  a 20-year-old 
postman  from  Dorchester,  be- 
came one  of  the  youngest 
English  outdoor  champions 
yesterday  when  be  and  Adam 
Ttdby  won  foe  All  England 
pairs  title  at  Worthing.  They 


IAN  McGEECHAN  could 
yet  take  over  as  England 
coach  if  the  Rugby  Football 
Union  is  prepared  to  buy 
Northampton’s  director  of 
rugby  out  of  his  five-year 
contract 

Me  Geech  an,  who  turned 
foe  job  down  10  days  ago.  Is 
understood  to  be  still  inter- 
ested In  undertaking  a repre- 
sentative role  provided  suit- 
able terms  and  conditions  can 
be  worked  out 
The  former  Scotland  and 
Lions  coach  was  deeply  em- 
barrassed last  week  by  the 
RFlTs  mismanaged  attempt  to 
engineer  a new  appointment 
while  the  England  coach  Jack 
Rowell  still  held  the  job. 
McGeechan  did  not  want  to  be 
used  as  a convenient  instru- 
ment to  force  Rowell  to  resign 
— which  he  did  anyway  last 
Wednesday  — hence  the 
Scot's  decision  to  step  out 
of  the  spotlight  and  instead 
concentrate  on  his  club 
commitments. 

Now  that  Rowell  has  de- 
parted, though,  the  way  Is 
dear  for  a new  coach  to  take 
up  the  reins  without  becom- 
ing embroiled  in  the  acrimo- 
nious political  manoeuvring 
that  nowadays  seems  to  ac- 
company every  transfer  of 
power  within  the  RFU.  After 
Northampton's  defeat  by  Har- 
lequins at  Franklins  Gardens 
last  Saturday  McGeechan  de- 
clined to  make  a statement 
spelling  out  his  long-term 
plans  for  the  dub  which  sev- 
eral critics  have  tipped  for 
relegation  from  the  top  div- 
ision this  season. 

The  biggest  stumbling- 
block  to  McGeechan 's  poss- 
ible appointment  by  the  RFU 
remains  the  £400J)00  compen- 
sation the  Saints  are  likely  to 
Insist  on  for  his  release. 
McGeechan  still  has  a num- 
ber of  supporters  on  the 
RFU’s  national  playing  com- 
mittee but  the  management 
board,  which  actually  makes 
the  appointment,  may  well 
regard  Clive  Woodward  as  foe 
more  clear-cut  option  when  it 
meets  tomorrow. 

Woodward,  who  Is  not 
under  contract  to  Bath,  i has 
nevertheless  made  it  cjlear 
that  he  wants  to  fulfil  his 
part-time  coaching  duties  at 
the  Recreation  Ground.  But 
he  also  believes  a working 
compromise  can  be  reached 
with  the  RFU  that  would 
allow  him  to  operate  as  the 
England  coach. 

Gloucester’s  Richard  Hill 
has  also  spoken  to  his  em- 
ployer Tom  Walkinshaw  this 
week  about  gaining  part-time 
release  from  his  dub  role  to 
work  as  England's  assistant 
coach  with  the  backs. 

Greg  Smith,  Australia's 
coach,  resigned  yesterday. 
The  Australian  Rugby  Union 
managing  director  John 
O'Neill  had  told  Smith  he 
should  resign  or  be  sacked 
at  a board  meeting  next 
Monday. 

Smith's  departure,  22 
months  after  taking  over 
from  Bob  Dwyer,  follows  the 
Wallabies’  return  from  South 
Africa,  where  last  weekend 
they  were  beaten  61-22,  Aus- 
tralia's worst  defeat  in  94 
years  of  International  rugby. 
The  49-year-old  Smith  has 
watched  his  team  win  12 
Tests  and  lose  seven  in  that 
time.  Rod  MacQueen,  the  for- 
mer Australian  assistant 
coach  now  in  charge  of  Aus- 
tralian Capital  Territory,  Is 
the  favourite  to  take  over. 

England  will  play  two 
Tests,  In  Dunedin  and  Auck- 
land. on  a five-match  tour  of 
New  Zealand  next  June.  Eng- 
land also  play  New  Zealand  A 
the  New  Zealand  Academy 
and  a Maori  side. 

England’s  18-Group 
Schools  side.  Grand  Slam 
winners  last  spring,  kept 
their  100  per  cent  record  on 
tour  too  with  a 38-20  win  over 
Australia  in  Sydney. 

# The  Scotland  and  former 

Lions  prop  Peter  Wright  has 
moved  from  Boroughmuir  to 
West  of  Scotland. 


beat  Gosforth’s  Bryan  Tayhxr 
and  Tony  Kempster  19-14  in 

the  final 

Cricket 

Sachin  Tendulkar,  despite 
complaining  of  being  saddled 
with  “B-grade  players”,  has 
been  asked  to  lead  India 
again,  against  Pakistan  in  a 
five-match  one-day  series  in 
Canada  next  month. 

Olympic  Games 

South  Africa's  president  Nel- 
son Mflnrtelfl  fflmpaigrnnp  Trig, 
orously  ror  Cape  Town,  will  be 
is  Iausanne  tomorrow  week 
for  the  lOCs  vote  cm  the  host 
city  for  the  2004  Summer 
Games.  The  other  short-listed 
candidates  are  Athens.  Buenos 
Aires,  Rome  and  Stockholm. 

Motor  Racing 

Tyrrell  are  to  be  powered  by 
new  Ford-Cosworth  V10  en- 
gines next  season. 


) 
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Faldo  flies  in,  page  13 

Shearer  soldiers  on,  page  14 

McGeechan  back  in  the  frame,  page  1 5 

Agassi’s  impressive  start,  page  15 

sGuardian 


Newcastle  triumph  in  last  minute 


Champions  League,  second  qualifying  round,  second  leg:  Croatia  Zagreb  2,  Newcastle  United  2 (agg:  3-4  aetj 


Georgian  sends  Geordies  through 


'.J 

a -M-  $• 


^ M*: 


Late  strike  by  Ketsbaia 
sinks  Zagreb’s  1 0 men 


■Pchal  Wmtkmr 
In  Zagreb 


Drawing  first  blood . . . Facstino  Asprilla  dispatches  his  penalty  just  before  the  interval  to  give  Newcastle  a two-goal  aggregate  lead  in  Zagreb 


Newcastle  avoided 

the  agony  of  a penalty 
shoot-out  when  the 
Georgian  substitute  Temur 
Ketsbaia  scored  the  winning 
goal  in  the  last  mimite  of 
extra-time.  It  was  his  first 
goal  for  his  new  club. 

Newcastle  had  been 
seconds  away  from  surviving 
a torrid  wight  and  ™Mng 
progress  in  the  Champions 
League  when  Igor  Cvitano- 
vic’s  goal  took  the  visitors 
into  an  erittttae. 

Newcastle  have  been  in- 
volved in  many  topsy-turvy 
matches  but  when  they  were 
showing  sign  of  intelligent 
possession  to  protect  their 
normal-time  l«iii  anH  had  suc- 
ceeded In  silencing  the  crowd 
they  went  to  sleep  at  a free- 
kick. 

Dario  Static  pulled  one 
back  but  even  then  it  felt  as  if 
Newcastle  were  stm  in  con- 
trol. Then  «ut»»  Cviianovic’s 
driven  second  and  we  were 
into  30  teri»»  minutes  of  extra- 
time.  Newcastle  has  their 
fthanwwi  in  90  mftMlt—  of 
extra-time  and  John  Berea- 
ford's  two  goals  in  the  first 
legs  were  to  prove  vilaL 
If  the  Croatians,  as  they 
said  they  did.  had  found  St 
James1  Park  intimidating 
then  who  knows  what  the 
Newcastle,  players  and  400 
travelling  fins  maria  of  the 
Maksfmir  Stadium.  Packed  a 
fall  hoar-and-a-half  before 
kick-off  the  noise  was  intense 

and  reached  an  amazing  pitch 

on  the  first  whistle. 

Despite  the  presence  of 
armed  soldiers  on  the  run- 
ning-track the  atmosphere 
was  passionate  rather  than 
nasty,  however,  and  for  the 
players  the  sweltering  condi- 


tions must  have  been  of 
greater  concern. 

Newcastle,  though,  had 
barely  time  to  complain  about 
the  heat  when  they  almost 
conceded  what  they  were 
dreading  most  — an  early 
goal. 

Only  84  seconds  had  gone  1 
when  a Marko  VIduka  back ! 
heel  put  SQvio  Marie  through 
on  Shay  Given  but  the  young 
Irish  goalkeeper  made  a com- 
petent stop. 

Newcastle  had  not  had  time 
to  compose  themselves  and  by 
the  isth  minute  had  suffered 
two  further  serious  scares.  A 
mistake  by  Robert  .Lee 
brought  about  thefirst,  allow- 
ing Igor  Cvttanovlc,  the  goal 
scorer  in  Newcastle,  to  shoot 
indies  wide  but  the  second 
chance  was  created  by  Robert 
Prosinecki,  even  by  this  stage 
file  dominant  Zagreb  present 

It  was  in  the  i$th  minute 
that  Prosinecki’s  cross-Held 
the  ball  found  the  defender 
Srdan  Mlaritnan  yprging  for- 
ward. Twenty  yards  out  Mla- 
dfnar  let  fly,  but  with  Given 
beaten,  the  ball  crashed  back 
off  a post. 

Newcastle  were  thus  in- 
volved in  the  kind  of  massed 
defensive  battling  for  which 
they  are  far  from  famous  and 
only  occasionally  were  they 
able  to  break  out  of  the  grow- 
ing siege. 

When,  this  happened, 
though,  Asprilla  was  the  tar- 
get of  both  Newcastle  and  his 
marker  Dario  Simic. 

Side  of  this,  Asprilla  retali- 
ated with  an  elbow  just  past 
thi>  half  hour  and  was  lucky 
not  to  be  bodied.  The  Cro- 
atians  were  ftirlos  with  the 
Colombian  but  Asprilla  was 
playing  solidly  and  was.  to 
cause  further  uproar  when,  in 
the  43rd  minute,  he  broke 
down  the  right  and  spotted 
Jon  Dahl  Tomasson  in  space 


up  the  middle.  AspriHa’s  pass 
was  perfect,  Tomasson  was  on 
the  wrong  side  of  Goran  Jurlc 
and  looked  odds-on  to  score. 

Tomasson  went  round  the 
goalkeeper  but  as  he  did  so 
Jurlc  pulled  him  down.  Not 
only  was  it  an  obvious  penal- 
ty, Jurlc  had  to  go,  and  he  did. 
AspriDa’s  reaction,  though, 
was  as  if  hie  was  deaf  to  the 
clamour  and  he  stroked  the 
ball  high  beyond  Brazen 
Tjiriic- 

- . Now  the  question  was  if 
Newcastle  bad  the  wit  to  ex- 
ploit their  one-man  advantage 
for  the  whole  of  the  second 
half  within  five  minutes  it 
appeared  we  had  our  answer, 
twice  Newcastle  cutting  the 
Zagreb  defence  apart.  But 
twice  they  missed,  Asp  Ola  the 
first,  Pistone  the  second. 

This  was  to  be  regretted 
and  soon.  Just  when  the 
Croats  seemed  to  be  wilting 
they  equalised  on  the  night, 
reduced  the  aggregate  deficit 
to  and  set  up  an  enthrall- 
ing last  half  hoar  of  normal 
time. 

. Considering  Newcastle's 
numerical  superiority  the 
equaliser  was  a poor  goal  to 
concede,  Simic  given  time 
and  space  in  the1  six-yard  box 
to  head  a .free-kick  past  the 
stranded  Given. 

As  the  Croats  advanced  the 
Newcastle  goalkeeper  was  to 
make  a startling  near-post 
save  from  Mladinic. 

Just  when  the  job  looted  to 
have  been  completed  Pistone 
lost  the  ball  on  the  right,  Cvi- 
tanovic  sprinted  clear  and 
struck  it  low  into  the  comer. 
There  were  only  11  seconds 
Left  • 


Croatia  Xavrab  (3-4-8):  Ladle  Sltftlc. 
Jurlc.  Miad/nic;  Mujcln.  Sartc,  Jurdc. 
Rrwinacu;  Marie.  CvHanoric.  VMtfta. 
Nnrantl*  (3-5-1 -1):  Given:  Pistone. 
Albert.  Pearce  (Howay  30mln):  Watson. 
Batty.  Lee.  BereaJord,  Barton:  Tomasson; 
AepriHa. 

neSaroi  U Meier  (Swtafirtana). 


Atherton  keeps 
England  waiting 


Rangers  1 , IFK  Gothenburg  1 (agg:  1-4) 


Rangers  re-routed  by  Andersson 


David  Foot 


Michael  atherton, 
England's  captain,  is 


maintaining  the  suspense 
over  whether  he  wishes  to 
continue  in  charge  for  the 
West  Indies  tour  this  winter. 

Despite  widespread  reports 
that  he  is  on  the  point  of 
announcing  his  retirement 
from  the  job,  England’s  chair- 
man of  selectors  David  Gra- 
ve ney  said  last  night  that  Ath- 
erton had  given  no  hint  yet  of 
his  intentions. 

"But  with  such  a crucial  de- 
cision. what  is  an  extra  48 
hours  or  so? 

"We  would  like  to  know  by 
the  end  of  the  week.  Mike  has. 
said  he  wants  to  think  about  i 


it  I want  everything  to  be 
done  in  a dignified  way  and 
so  would  he. 

“I’ve  never  seen  anything 
like  the  strength  and  support 
of  his  England  team-mates  at 
the  moment.  They  obviously 
want  him  to  stay  as  their 
skipper.” 

Atherton  has  been  playing 
golf  with  Ian  Botham  in  Lon- 
don. To  sure  he’s  being 
given  very  good  counsel  by 
Beefy.” 

Everything  points  to  an  ag- 
onising. delayed  decision  for 
Atherton.  Last-minute  pleas 
from  fellow  Test  players  and 
maybe  a persuasive  word 
from  Graveney  may  prompt 
him  to  re-think. 


Patrick  Glenn 


THERE  was  sinewy  effort 
manly  combat  a little  foot* 


County  matches,  pm  15 


I manly  combat  a little  foot- 
ball and  even  short-lived  hope 
when  Charlie  Miller  gave 
Rangers  a first-half  lead  but 
as  expected,  the  Scottish 
champions  were  re-routed  to 
the  Uefa  Cup  last  night 
The  three-goal  advantage 
Gothenburg  established  In 
the  first  leg  proved  too  much 
to  overcome  and  Rangers  will 
now  join  Celtic  in  tomorrow's 
draw  for  the  first  round  of  the 
lesser  tournament 
Even  the  Rangers  fans 
seemed  surprised  when 
MQler  gave  them  the  first-half 
lead  that  resurrected  their 
hopes  of  achieving  the  seem- 


ingly Impossible.  They  had 
good  reason,  as  the  Swedes 
had.  until  then,  looked  the 
more  competent  in  most 
departments. 

But,  just  as  Rangers  had 
I done  in  the  first  match,  their 
Opponents  lost  concentration 
long  enough  to  concede  the 
goal. 

Miller  had  produced ; 
Rangers'  only  other  scoring 
attempt  five  minutes  earlier 
when,  on  the  right,  he  gath- ! 
ered  Staale  Stensaas’s  long 
cross  from  the  left  and  drove  I 
the  ball  into  the  side  net 

The  second  time,  the  ball 
was  played  from  the  left 
towards  the  18-yard  line  by 
Jonas  Them.  There  it  was 
met  by  Ian  Ferguson,  whose 
glancing  header  to  his  right 


eluded  the  defence  and  ran  to 
Miller,  whose  angled  right- 
foot  drive  snuggled  in  the 
right  corner  of  Thomas  Ravel- 
li'snet 

Nobody  could  have  been 
prepared  for  such  a develop- 
ment on  the  evidence  of  what 
had  gone  before.  The  Swedes 
had  appeared  quicker  to  the 
ball,  rigidly  disciplined  in 
their  4-4-2  deployment,  and 
looked  to  have  mastered  the 
lost  art  of  dean,  impeocably 
timed  tackling. 

It  may  have  been,  however, 
that  they  were  less  teyed-ap 
than  the  home  side,  who  be- 
trayed their  early  nerves  with 
a series  .of  misplaced  elemen- 
tary passes  which  ran  to  op- 
ponents and  caused  their  fans 
to  fret 


ft  was  from  such  an  error — 
a weak  header  from  defence 
by  Sergio  Porrini  — that  An- 
dreas Andersson  sped  to  the 
byline  and  threatened  dam- 
age whh  the  cutback  until  Jo- . 
achim  Bjorkhmd  recovered  to 
mate  the  block. 

BJorklund  was  culpable  a 
little  later,  showing  a pooor 
first  touch  as  he  intercepted 
Niclas  Alexandersson’s  cen- 
tre and  knocked  the  ball  to 
Robert  Andersson.  This  time 
Bjorkltmd  used  his  acknowl- 
edged pace  to  get  in  the  way 
of  the  cross  from  the  right 
Those  mild  scares  behind 
thorn  and  Miller’s  goal  in  the  ; 
ledger,  however,  Rangers  | 
began  to  look  more  menacing. 

But  maybe  tiie  intermission  j 
stripped  them  of  their  impe- 1 


tus,  for  within  three  minutes 
of  the  second  half  they  were 
dilatory  in  defence  as  Robert 
Andersson  equalised,  leaving 
the  Scots  needing  another 
four  goals  to  save  the  tie. 

Alexandersson  took  a cor- 
ner from  the  left  which 
looted  to  be  safely  covered  by 
defenders,  but  from  the  ruck 
the  ball  was  knocked  forward 
to  Andersson,  who  almost 
nonchalantly  hooked  it  past 
Andy  Goram  with  the  outside 
of  his  right  foot 

It  was  a bad  moment  for  the 
Rangers  manager  Walter 
Smtth,  who  six  minntfts  later 
removed  fen  Ferguson  and 
brought  Brian  Laudrup  off 
the  bench.  The  fact  that  fln> 
Dane  had  not  been  on  the 
field  earlier  testified  to  the 


probability  that  he  was  not 
folly  fit. 

Laudrup  soon  played  in 
Gascoigne  in  from  the  right 
but  the  England  midfielder's 
volley  as  he  stretched  for  the 
hall  Dew  wide.  By  then,  how- 
ever. only  Goram  had  pre- 
vented Gothenburg  from  ex- 
tending their  considerable 
aggregate  advantage. 

The  goalkeeper  needed  agil- 
ity and  wrist  strength  to  dive 
to  his  right  and  stop  a power- 
fill  right-foot  drive  from  Alex- 
andersson, who  found  acres 
of  space  as  Rangers  pushed 
forward. 

Wanw  (4-«):  Gown:  Moore.  PotrliU. 


BjorHund,  Stansaaa:  Miller.  Gascoigne- 
Farguson,  TMm;  Nogri,  McCotsL 


■W  OndwMrt  (4-4-aj:  Ravalli;  Nilsson. 
Lucie,  Erllngmark.  Magnusion; 
Pattaruon.  Alaxandaraon.  undovfai. 
Erihaaon:  R Andarsaon,  A Andersson. 
HsMroii  B lleynamann  (Gormany). 


Frank  Keating 


Why  the  time 
is  ripe  for 
Glawster 
to  blow  it 


Gloucestershire  for 

the  Countv  Chamoion- 


\ffthe  County  Champion- 
ship. Should  that  end  with  an 
exclamation  or  question 
mark?  Alas,  It  is  the  latter,  for 
we  have  been  here  before  at 
August’s  end. 

If  cricket  really  was  a game 
for  gentlemen,  the  other  con- 
tenders this  time  would  cour- 
teously step  aside  and  hold  the 
door  open  for  a poor  old  lady. 
They  have  all  been  there,  done 
that. 

"Glawse"  have  never  won 
the  Championship  (est  1890). 
Fully  is  years  before  that,  in 
W G Grace's  best  all-round 
season — "as  many  wickets  as 
he  scores  runs.”  acclaimed  the 
Bristol  Evening  News, 
stretching  things  somewhat  — ■ 
L they  were  the  unofficial  cham- 


pion county.  Since  when 
...nix. 

This  spring  Gloucester- 
shire's price  was  50-1,  only 
Durham  and  Sussex  higher. 
Reviewing  prospects  on  these 
pages  on  April  18.  Paul 
Weaver  confidently  forecast 
"another  season  of  gloom  and 
struggle  at  Nevtl  Road”. 

Mark  Alleyne  had  just  been 
appointed  the  club’s  fourth 
captain  In  as  many  years.  But 
what  wonders  has  he 
wrought?  He  is  the  champion- 
ship's first  black  Briton  (bom 
Tottenham)  to  be  more  than  a 
stand-in  captain  of  a county, 
although  a few  West  Indies- 
born  luminaries  have  cap- 
tained sides,  from  Garfield 
Sobers  at  Nottinghamshire  in 
the  1960s  to  Alleyne’s  county 
predecessor  Courtney  Walsh. 
As  well  for  this  cultural 
breakthrough  in  a reactionary 
backwoods’  activity  as  for  his 
cricket  Alleyne  is  surely  first 
on  the  list  as  one  of  the  Five 
Cricketers  of  the  Year  in  next 
April’s  Wisden. 

Fifty -one  seasons  ago.  after 
a morning  at  Gloucester  cattle 
market,  my  father  took  me  for 
a couple  of  hours  at  the  old 
Wagon  Works  ground.  "Our" 
spinners,  raucous  crag  Tom 
Goddard  and  placid  Sam 
Cook,  bowled  out  Middlesex 
for  iso,  and  old  Tom  signed 
my  scorecard  as  he  came  off 
the  field,  but  not  beforelight- 
ing  his  Craven  A. 

" Glawse"  and  I . . . love,  or  1 
rather  lumbered,  at  first  sight  j 

j Each  decade  since,  successive 

! Gloucestershire  teams  have 


amazed  and  intrigued  us  and 
themselves  by  mounting  a 
serious  challenge  for  the 
Championship.  Each  time, 
come  September,  they  have 
blown  it. 

In  1947.  in  a virtual  head-to- 
head  play-off  for  the  title  at 
. Cheltenham  against  Middle- 
| sex,  they  needed  only  169  In 
! the  last  innings  to  win.  They 
were  90  for  three  and  cocky — 
and  there  are  old  men  around 
town  who  sit  in  pubs  and  still 
weep  when  they  recite,  nam«*< 
and  numbers  perfect,  the  fold- 
up  to  100  all  out:  Allen  10.  Bar- 
nett 17,  Neale  10,  Crapp  40,  Em- 
mett 0,  Monks  4,  Wilson  0, 
Lambert  1,  Scott  8,  Goddard  0, 
Cook  not  out  0.  Extras  10. 


^PWELVE  years  on  and  ft 
I again  needed  only  two 


I again  needed  only  two 
days  to  douse  the  flame.  The 
greatest  of  Surrey  teams  were 
coming  to  table-topping 
Gloucestershire.  The  county's 
quartet  of  spinners — Cook 
and  his  kids.  David  Allen, 
John  Mortimore  and  Bomber 
Wells— had  surely  won  the 
Prize  this  time.  The  Wagon 
Works  pitch  was  relishingly 
prepared  for  them.  The  look 
on  the  groundsman's  face  was 
something  to  behold  when 
Jim  Laker  and  Tony  Lock 
were  first  off  the  Surrey  bus. 
Next  day  the  two  England  wiz- 
ards were  back  in  Rennington 
having  shared  19  ofthe  20 
wickets. 

Another  10  years  and  we 
were  si  points  clear  by  the  end 
of  July,  before  Tony  Lewis’s 
Glamorgan  gave  belated 


chase.  Surely  Glawse  were  out 
of  sight?  They  played  Glamor- 
gan at  Cheltenham,  in  effect  to 
decide  it  The  county’s  official 
history  mournfully  logs;  “The 
game  was  lost  even  before 
lunch  on  the  first  day  when  a 
psychological  para- 
lysis gripped  all  the  leading 

batsmen."  It  was  Glamorgan's 
Championship. 

In  1977  •‘Proctershire*’  had 
only  to  win  the  final  game  at 
Bristol  for  the  title.  On  the  last 
afternoon  Hampshire  needed  a 
stiff  271  to  win  on  a turning 
pitch.  David  Graveney  at  once 
got  Barry  Richards — then  had 
dollies  from  David  Turner,  at 
eight,  and  Gordon  Greenidge. 
at  30,  dropped  by  tremulous 
fieldsmen.  Then  the  latter’s 
| guns  blazed,  the  match  was  loet 
! and  so  was  the  Championship. 

In  198S  Gloucestershire 
were  leading  by  a country 
mile  when  July  became 
i August— so  for  ahead  that 
this  time  it  needed  two 
matches  to  blow  it  On  August 
30  they  needed  only  223  to  beat 
Essex — and  from  90  for  two 
they  collapsed  to  157  all  out 
(Derek  Pringle  six  for  4?);  stm. 
one  more  chance  in  the  final 
game  at  Bristol  against  North- 
amptonshire, who  were  set 
245  In  66  overs  In  tiie  final  { 

innings.  They  crumpled  to  164  i 
for  nine  and.  with  10  overs  left,  | 
Gloucestershire  needed  one 
wicket — but  Neil  Mallender 
and  Jim  Griffiths  hung  on. 

It  was  abject  foilure.  It  wasa 
joke.  It  was  Glawster . It  to  still 
love — and  how  will  they  blow 
it  this  time? 


Guardian  Crossword  No  21,054 


Set  by  Janus 


Across 

1 Bed  harvest  workers  may 
have  to  eat  (9) 

6  Flower  said  to  have  perfume 

W 

10  Speak  in  extreme  fashion  (5) 
It  Isn't  inclined  to  enclose 
Infirm  trees  with  stakes  (9) 

12  Number  of  workers  having 

temporary  possession  of 
property?^ 

13  ChSdnsn  gfvingtraveSerthe 

runaround  in  reverse  (7)  , 


1 4  They  resist  reform 

concerning  battle  sign  (13) 
17  Abnormal  note  by  disciple 

about  religious  leader  (1 3) 

21  Trader  perhaps  may  accept 
one  later  (7) 

22  French  girl  cast  out  by  poet 

U) 

24  Perfume  responsible  for 

forcing  caliph  out  (9) 

25  Where  one  may  be  caught 
In  refracted  rays  (5) 

2e  Letters  read  out  ri  comforter 


27  Anticipate  getting  front  seat 
at  theatre?  (9) 

Down 

1 Becomes  agitated  about 
speculations  (8) 

2TatentabyschoolltlB 

reported  (5) 

3 Two  things  with  rude 
associations  in  the  smaD 
hours  perhaps  {6,3,5) 

4 He  wrote  epic  poems  and 

catchy  airs  too  (7) 

6 Rough  notes  about  first- 

dass  country  (7) 

7 Giri  taking  poet  for 
pharmacist^ 

8 Oppose  islandbeing  taken 
■ over  by  others  (6) 

9 Landladies  putting  locks  on 
one  in  proper  style?  (14) 

IS  Letters  calling  for  heavy 
breathing?' (9) 

is  Co-operate  in  drama  at  the 

assembly  (4,4) 

18  Are  unfortunate  to  miss 
sound  barrier  (7) 

19  Ran  site  In  more  unpleasant 
fashion  (7} 

20  Raw  rnteeitttnthB market® 
23  Dramatist  right  to  be 

involved  In  coai-stifke  (5) 
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77  Stuck?  Than  caB  our  solutions  tea 
on  0881  3S8  asa.  Cans  cost  fiOp 
par  minute  at  afl  tones.  Service  sup- 
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•sand  tail  of  1896 
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